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THE OFFICIAL TEAR 1897-98, 


The receipts and charges of the Northern India Salt GENERAL review. 
Revenue Department, for the year under report, will he found Receipts ond charges, 
fully detailed and compared with those of 3896-97, in Appen- 
dix L The following statement is an abstract of the receipts 
and charges of 1897-98, and of the three preceding years : — 


Tear. 

Gross roccipts. 

Charges. 

Net 

receipts. 

Percent. 

age of 
charges. 

Salt. 

1 

Fees, 

cesses, 

fines, 

Total. 

[ 

1 

1 

Esta))* 

Hsbmcnt. 

Excava- 
tion and 
tnannfac- 
torc. 

Contin- 
gent and 
misecl- 
lancona. 

Total. 

Excise 

duty. 

Sale 

price. 


Ea. 

Ex. 

B«, 

Es. 1 

Es. 

Es. 

Es, 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

1894-05 ... ’ 

1,79,10,710 

12,88,907 

1,72,007 

1,03,77,090 

0,11,085 

3,81,807 

2,03,020 

12,00,878 

1,81,20,812 

C'48 

1895-00 

1,73,35,078 

11,09,239 

1,08,090 

1,80,13,007 

6,20,787 

3,33,977 

2,40,055 

12,10,419 

1,74,02,5?8 

CCO 

1890-07 

1,74,00,071 

11,54,720 

1,05,003 

1,87,01,000 

0,19,0771 

3,03,524 

2.07,400 

11,00,001 

1,76,70,409 

C-35 

1897.93 

1,82,22,729' 

1 

12,00,803 

1,08,822' 

1 

1,05,82,414 

' c,oo,iog' 

2,8G,CSU' 

j 2,Gl,C53jl0,94,G01 

1,84,87,013 

5-50 


As usual, excise du^ includes the duty on Kohat salt and 
the share due to the British Government on the duty realized 
on the salt sold at the mines in the Mandi State. Sale price 
includes the price at which salt was sold, apart from the duty, 
at the Panjdb mines, and at Samhhar, Pachhadra, Didwana and 
Falodi in Rdjputdna, Fees, cesses, fines, &c. compi'ise (1) all 
license fees collected in the Internal Branch, (2) the hakimi 
cess levied on salt sold at the Sultdnpur Salt Works, and (3) 
all miscellaneous collections, including the charge made for 
filling and clearing through traffic salt at Warthganj in the 
Panjdb Mines Division, and at Sambhar and Pachbadra in 
Rdjputdna. 

The gross receipts of the year amounted to Rs, 1,95,82,414. fCTiervca. 
These exceed the figures of 1896-97 by Es. 8,21,354 ; of 1895-96 
by Rs. 9,69,407 ; and of 1894-95 by Rs. 2,04,724. The increase 
in the revenue of the year under review, as compared with that 
of 1896-97, is due to larger sales of salt having been effected 
at the Panjdb mines and at Sambhar, and to the enhancement 
of the duty on the salt of the Kohat mines. 

The charges of the year were less than those of 1896-97 
by Rs. 96,100, and of those of 1895-96 by Es. 1,15,918. These 
figures exclude ti-eaty payments. Compared with 1896-97, 
there was a decrease of Rs. 13,511 in the cost of establish- 
ment, nnd of Es. 82,589 on account of contingent and miscel- 
laneous expenditure. 
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Strength of establishment. 


Excluding treaty payments, tlie incidence of cliarges on 
receipts amounts to 5‘59 per cent, as compared ivitli 6‘35 per 
cent, during 1896-97 and 6-60 per cent, during 1895-96. The 
decrease in the percentage of the year under review is in some 
measure due to a special cause — a small outturn of salt at the 
Samhhar Lake, owing to an unfavourable manufacturing sea- 
son, involving smaller payments on account of the cost of 
manufacture. 

2, The adjustment of the accounts of the Northern India 
Salt Revenue Department for the year 1896-97, between this 
office and the Comptroller of India Treasuries, and as published 
in the Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Government of 
India for that year, was completed during September 1897. 
Under receipts, the accounts of the Comptroller show Rs. 
1,240-3-9 more than those of this Department, o\ving to a pay- 
ment into the Quetta Treasury having been erroneously credit- 
ed to this Department. This difference the Comptroller was 
unable to adjust owing to the closure by him of the accounts 
of 1896-97. Under charges, the accounts of this Department 
show Rs. 1,670-9-5 more than those of the Comptroller, owing 
to certain payments in the Kohat Mines Division not having 
been debited to this Department by the Comptroller, This 
difference also could not be adjusted owing to -the closure of 
the accounts of 1896-97. The accounts of 1897-98 are still 
under adjustment, and the result will be reported upon in the 
next annual report. 

3. The following figures show the strength of the estab- 
lishment of the Department, including the Kohat Salt Mines, 
at the close of the year under report, as compared with 1896- 
97:— 




Nom'bcr 

Nara'ber 



of oflicers. 

of men. 

1800-07 

»•« ••• 

... 161 

2,689 

1807-08 


... ICO 

2,480 


niffcrcnco 

... —1 

—203 


These reductions occurred in the following sections of the 
Department : — 

Komber Komlier 

of officers, of men. 

Palodi Salt Sonrcc im 1 7 

PflujabJ^incs Division 39G 


In letter No, 3085S.R., dated the 16th of July 1897, De- 
partment of Finance and Commerce, the Government of India 
sanctioned the final relinquishment of the Falodi salt source 
and the reduction of the establishment posted there, comprising 
one Inspector, one jemadar, and six peons. This reduction 
was effected by tlie absorption of appointments in vacancies, 
that of the Inspector on the 23rd September 1897, and those of 
the jemadar and peons on the Ist October 1897. 

Towards the close of the year under review, the Government 
of India decided upon the abolition of the Indus Preventive 
line, a section of the Panjdb Mines Division, and in letter 
No. lOSOS.R., dated the Ist March 1898, I was directed by 
Government to take immediate steps for the disbandment of the 
Indus Preventive force. By the end of March 1898, I urns 
enabled to effect the reduction of 196 men by the absorption of 
their appointments in vacancies in the Department. Particulars 
of tne reduction of the rest of the establishment will be submit- 
ted in the next annual report, the arrangements to that end 
taking effect during 1898-99. 

( 2 ) 
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It TAill be noticed that all reductions in the estahlishment 
have been effected by the absorption of appointments in vacan- 
cies, and consequently Government has not been pat to any 
expense in connection with pensions or gratuities, 

4. The total quantity of salt issued by the Department 
during the year amounted to maunds 77,G4,851 as compared 
■with maunds 77,33,536 during 1896-97, or an increase of 
maunds 31,315. The following abstract gives particulars for 
both years in a comparative form : — 



1890-97. 

1897-93. 

Increase. 

nccrcase. 


Mda. 

Mils. 

Mds. 

Jills. 

roll duly paid ... 

iMucd to Katlve States freo oE duty, 
Issued to Native States free of price 
and dtity. 

Koliat salt (paying duty at a special 
rate). 

2 l 8 ndi frilt (paying duty at a special 
rate). 

03,80,421 

1,91,124 

31,400 

4,90.170 

1,25,301 

70,71,220 

2,18,035 

27,900 

3,22,401 

1,21,032 

1,81,799 

27,511 

1 ** 

• •• 

"c,GOO 

3,73,700 

729 

Total 

77.33,530 

77,01,851 

2,12,310 

1,80,095 


The increase of maunds 1,84,799 in the quantity of full 
duty-paid salt issued during the year, as compared with 1896- 
97, was the result of tlic following fluctuations in the issues 
of the different descriptions of salt dealt with by the Depart- 
ment : — 


Full duty paid. 

1890-97. 

1897-OS. 

IncreasQ 

or 

Mds. 

Mds. 

decrease. 

Mds. 

SamWnr 44* 

39,20,210 

40,98,440 

+1,72,230 

Piujiib mines 

20,20,409 

21,57,999 

+1,31,530 

Pachbadnv «.« 

6,03,832 

4,24,827 

—79,005 

Didw&na ,,, 

2,45,381 

2,38,403 

-0,978 

Suitdnpur 

1,11,877 

80,030 

—31,847 

Saltpetre rcHucrics 

72,052 

71,521 

—1,131 

Total 4 ., 

08,80,421 

70.71,220 

•t- 1,84,799 


There was a large increase in sales at Sambhar and in the 
Panjdb Mines Division, but a falling off elsewhere. Particulars 
in connection with these fluctuations will be given furtlier’ on 
when the trade of the different divisions of the Department is 
being commented upon. 

There was a net increase of maunds 21,011 in the issues of 
salt free of duty, and free of price and duty, as follows : — 



1690-07. 

1897-93. 

Increaso 

or 


, Mds. 

Jlds. 

dcercaso, 

Mds. 

Free of duty 

1,91,121 

2,18,035 

■127,511 

Free of prico and duly 

, 31,400 

27,900 

-0,500 

Total 

2,25,581 

2,40,595 

+ 21,011 


The increase in the issue of salt free of duty occurred in 
connection with deliveries to the Jodhpur State. The issues 
under both heads •null be discussed in paragraph 5. 


Fluctuations in the issue of salt at special rates of duty are 


shown below ; — ■ 


1890-97. 

1597-98. 

Increase or 





decrease. 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Md?. 

Mandi mines ... , 

»* ••• 

... 1,25.301 

1,24,032 

—720 

Koliat mines . 

.. 

... 4.00,170 

3,22,401 

— 1.73,7GG 


Total 

... 0,21,531 

4,47,03(3 

— 1 . 74,493 
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GENERAL REVIEW. 


Issues of salt. 



EEPORT on the ABMIKISTHATION op the NOUTHERN INDIA 

GENERAL REVIEW. The (lecrcase'at the Mandi mines is small, and will he com- 
mented upon in the paragraph dealing with those mines. At 
the Kohat mines a large decrease occurred. Daring 1896-97 
the duty on Kohat salt was enhanced from eight annas to 
lis. 2 a Lahori maund, and large quantities of salt issued 
at the lower rate of duty just prior to the enhancement. The 
issues of the year under review were at the enhanced rate of 
duty and sales were effected under more normal conditions. 
Full particulars on the subject will he given further on, when 
the trade of the Kohat mines is being dealt with. 

ait free following table gives details of the issues of salt 

of boUi priM duTy. free of duty and free of both price and duty, during the past 
two years : — ■ 



Salt free 

of doty. 



Salt free of price and duty. 

Source from 

Slato to whicli 

Amount 
to wliich 

Issnes. 

Snnrco from 

State to which 

Amount 
to vrhich 

' Iesuos. 

\\hich issued. 

issued* 

Stato Is 
entitled. 

189G-97. 

1897-98. 

which issued. 

issued. 

State is 
entitled. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 



Mds* 

Mdi 

Mds. 




Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

BitUvana ••• 

Pacbbidra 
Falodi M 

1 Jodhpnr ... 

2,25,000 

( 31,854 
] 1,39,270 
(. 16,000 

40,000 

1,70,000 

3,036 

Satobhar, • 

' 

Alirar ... 

Bhurtpnr ... 
Dlioiepur ... 
Jcypore 
Kcrorvli 
Kisbengarh... 
ICotah ... 

Lawa ... 

Jodhpnr ... 
Jodhpur ... 
Udeypur ... 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

7.000 
50 
60 

SOO 

10 

14.000 

10.000 

1.000 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

7,000 

100 

60" 

1,000 

1,000 

300 

Total Jodhpnr, 

... 

... 

1,80,124 

2,13,085 


""60 

GOO 

10 

14.000 

10.000 
1,000 

Snmbh&r •«* 

nampnr ... 

C,000 

6,000 

6,000 

Pachbadra, 


“lO 

14.000 

10.000 
1,000 

< 

Gnxyv Total, 


■ 

IQIQI 


• *« 


Total ... 

34,710 




Tiie Jodhpur State in Edjputdna is entitled to receive 
maunds 2,25,000 of salt annually on payment of the price, 
but free of duty, and under the arrangements made by the 
Darhar, the quantity of salt taken is in accordance with the 
requirements of the people of the State. The year 1896-97 
was one of scarcity, and maunds 38,876 lapsed. Agricultural 
conditions were more favourable during the latter half of the 
year under review and only maunds 11,365 hapsed. The 
statement shows the issues from the three salt sources of 
Didwana, Pachbadra, and Falodi. This year again the Eam- 
pur State drew only maunds 5,000 out of maunds 6,000 of duty- 
free salt which were due. I note witli satisfaction that during 
the past year no cases came to light of this duty-free salt 
having been exported beyond the borders of the State to which 
it was issued. 

The several salt agreements authorize the issue of maunds 
34,710 of salt free of both price and duty. A running account 
is kept with the Darbars in connection with this salt. The 
issues cf the past year were less than the authorized quantity 
by maunds 6,750, and less than the issues of 1896-97 by 
maunds 6,500. A reference to the statement will show that 
these fluctuations have mainly resulted from the failure of the 
Jeypur Darbar to lake maunds 7,000, which were due to it 
during the year under review. 

As explained in previous reports, the issue of salt on pay- 
ment of half duty has now ceased. Bikaner was the only State 
which possessed the privilege of receiving such salt. Under 

( 4 ) 
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present nrrangements, salt sold for consumption in the Bikaner QEKERAL REVIEWS’. 

State, up to a limit of 20,000 maunds, is charged with full duty 

at the salt sources, and one-half of this duty is suhseqtiently 

paid to the Darhar by the Department. During the past year, 

maunds 8,188 were hooked for consumption in the Bikaner State. 

The full duty on this quantity amounted to Rs. 20,470 and 
of this sum one-half, Rs. 10,235, w'as due to the Darhar. 

Rupees 4,174 were paid to the State during the year under 
report, and the balance, Rs. G,0G1, during 1898-99. The 
issues of salt under this arrangement during 189G-97 amounted 
to maunds 9,277, so that there was a decrease of maunds 1,089 
during the past year. 

6. The statement below shows the annual payment due rajmenu. 

under the salt treaties and agreements to the Darhars in 
Ri'ijputdna and Central India, to the Bahawalpur State, and to 
the Istamrardars and Jaghirdars of Ajmcre and others, and 
the sums actually disbursed during the year under report : — ' 


state. 

Article of treaty or agreement. 

Ainonnt payablt. 

Amount paid. 




Its. 11. 

p- 

Rs. 

1. 

P- 


XI. Old Trc-ily Samhhar 


2,75,000 

0 

0 

2,75,000 

0 

0 

j- 

Jej-pnr ... < 

II. Apreernent 


4,00,000 

0 

0 

4,00,000 

0 

0 

VIl. Pitto 


11,000 

0 

0 

11,000 

0 

0 

( 

■VIII. Ditto 


2,30.0 

o 

7 

2,309 

2 

7 

r 

XI. Old Treaty Samhhar 


1,25,000 

0 

0 

125.000 

0 

0 

1 

XI. 01(1 NawaOudha 


3,00,000 

0 

0 

3,00,000 

0 

0 

Jodhpur ..,-j 

VI. Agreement 


3,!i1,800 

0 

0 

3,91,800 

0 

0 

VII. Dtto 


19,595 

c 

3 

19,595 

5 

3 

i. 

X. Ditto 

«•* 

1.25 OOO 

0 

0 

1,25,000 

0 

0 

( 

IV. Ditto 

••• 

12,900 

0 

0 

1 2,03,300 



Udoypnr ' ... 1 

V. Ditto 


.35,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

VI. Ditto 


1,6B,250 

0 

0 



Ulwar ,,, 

VIE Ditto 

••• 

1,23,000 

0 

0 

1,25,090 

0 

0 

Kishenparh ... 

VIE Ditto 


25,000 

0 

0 

23,000 

0 

0 

Bikaner ... 

f 

VE Ditto 

.*» 

C,09i) 

0 

0 

0,000 

0 

0 

VIE Ditto 

... 

1,00,000 

0 

0 

1,50,000 

0 

0 

Rburtpur ... ] 

Foreign Department No. 

1271, 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

(laied l ltli June 1879. 

IV. Agreement 


1,800 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

r 

Sirohi ... j 

Government of India, Hnancial 

9,000 

0 

0 

9,090 

0 

0 

Department No. 2905, 

2 1st August 1831. 

dated 





( 



Uabawaipnt ..s 

VE si gi cement 

•*. 

80,000 

0 

0 

80,000 

0 

0 

Lana ... 

V. Ditto 


709 

0 

0 

700 

0 

0 

3)holepTir ... 

VIE Ditto 


00,000 

0 

0 

00,090 

0 

0 

QwaVior «.« 

VIE Ditto 


3,12,300 

0 

0 

3,12,500 

0 

0 

Lattia ,i( 

VIE Ditto 

... 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

llundl ..s 

IV. Ditto 


8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

Toiik 

IV. Ditto 


20,000 

0 

0 

23,009 

0 

0 

Lbopal 

IE Ditto 

... 

10,000 

0 

D 

10.000 

0 

0 

Jaora ..i 

II. Ditto" 

... 

2.300 

0 

0 

2,300 

0 

0 

i^Uamau 

If. Ditto 

... 

2,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 


11. Ditto 


1.000 

0 

0 

1.009 

0 

0 

Kotah 

C 

IV A V Ditto 

... 

19,175 

0 

0 

19,173 

0 

0 

IV. Ditto 

... 

5,000 

0 

u 

5.009 

0 

0 

IveroKli ... -J 

Torcign Department No. 

**22 

Gd\ 

C9i 15 

0 

091 15 

0 

( 

dated 181h April 18S2. 







Shabpnra 

IV. Agreement 

... 

5,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

s3bnllav.'ar 

IV A- V. Ditto 

... 

7,230 

0 

0 

7,250 

0 

0 

Istamrardars and 

I'orcign Department No. 

1271, 

dins 

0 

0 

4,178 

0 

0 

Ja^b)r(Iar8 of 
Ajmero. 

dated Ilth June 1879. 








ladoro 

1 Supjilcmcntary article to cUuso 2 

GES75 

0 

0 

01,575 

0 

0 


ot agrwniont. 







Lewas (Senior 

Ditto 

... 

412 

8 

0 

412 

8 

0 

Branch). 

Bewas (J u n i 0 r 

Ditto 


412 

8 

0 

0 

412 

8 

11 ranch). 






S&Uana •«. 

Ditto 

... 

412 

s 

0 

412 

s 

0 

J^orslnjjbgarh 

Ditto 

... 

! CIS 12 

0 



Ditto 

... 

1 018 12 

0 

1 CIS 12 

0 

Samptbar 

Poroign Department Xo. 

501, 

1,450 

0- 

0 

1.450 

0 

0 


datrd 4lb January I8S1. 





Thafcnr ot Kalbania, 

Financial Department Xc 

. BIG, 

105 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 


dat*'l loth May 18SL 







Hovalty payable to 
jpypnr. 

Jioyalty payable to 
Jodbpnr. 

XII. Oa Treaty 

... 

82,433 

5 

0 

82,133 

5 

9 

Ditto 

... 

l|sl<f30< 

4 

3 

1,37,397 

4 

2 

Total 

- 

30,01.693 

0 

9 

39,03,421 

4 

9 


Remarks. 


InelodesRs. I,75,T03 or 
ecconnt of 1S90-07. 
lU. 1,70,053 short 
pUil in I897-8S. 

Inelodes Rs. 3,000 nr- 
renr of 1890.97. 
Rs 3,000 short pnid 
in 1897-93. 


Kot paid. 


S 
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XIETOUT THE ADMtSlSTBATIOK OF TBE ^•OE■^^:EK I^EIA 


GEKERAL REVIEW. 


rinsnc'M roiaU o£ tbo 
f sh agrecmcnU. 


PfpcUtiftTj ot ofReer^ to 
impact falt-prodncing 
tr&etf in rarion? KotWc 
States. 


The total snm payable dnring^ the year amoxintecl to Eg. 
30,04,893-0-9, -while the sum actually disbursed Avas Es. 
30,08,424-4-9, a difference appearing of Es. 3,531-4-0. A run- 
ning account is kept of these treaty payments, as the entries 
in the remark column of the table will show. Payments are 
arranged by the Comptroller of India Treasuries, and the 
amount disbursed represents the adjustment during 1897-98, 
under the head of assignments and compensations in connection 
with this Department. 

7. The abstract below gives the usual account of the 
financial results for the past year of the Sarabhar Lake 
Treaties and of the salt agreements concluded with the 
Darbars when the other salt sources in Edjjmtdna were leased, 
and the customs line rvas .abolished ; — 

Credits^ 

Es. 

Prico of G,73,83C tnaonds of Sambbftr sMt, at an avango of 4 

nunas por maand ... ••• ... ... 3,G8,459 

Bnlj* on G,73,83G tnaunds at lU. 2*8 per raaund ... ... 16,84.590 ^ 

Price of C3|815 raauods of DIdveana salt, at 1 anna per mannd ... 3,939 

Dutj on 19.732 mannds, at Bs. 2*8 per mannd ... ••• 49,330 

Dntj on 4,083 raaunds, at Rc. 1*4 per mannd ... 6,104 

Price of 3,22,304 maands of Pw'hbadra salt, at Ij annas per mannd, 30,21t> 

Doty on 1,57,699 mannds, at Us. 2*8 per tnaund ... ... 3,93,997 

Doty on 3,610 mannds at Rc. 1-4 per maond ... ... 4,613- 

Prlcc of 3,035 manuds of Falodt salt, at 3 annas per mannd ••• 632. 

Average cost for tlio three years ending 31st March 1879 of the 

abolished costoms lino ... ... ... ... 8,30,506 

Total 31,71,336 


Treaty liabilities in 1897*93 to Native States nnder salt agreement, 20,85,057 
Share of Samblmr treaty payments for 1897*93 calculated on 
Ibo quantity of salt sold from Sambbar fox consumption in 
Native States ... ... ».» 1,51,049 

Shares similarty ealeuleted of^ 

(1) Sambbar Lake 6xed and contingent charges ... 40,584 

(2) Fixed nod contingent charges of the Didwnna salt 7.527 

(S) Ditto ditto Pachbadra salt ^ 62,126 

(4) Ditto ditto Kalodi salt ... ... 1,015 

Total «•* 23,3^,3(,8 


Credit balance 


8,34,028 


The sales of salt for which credit has heen taken are 
those declared at the salt sources, at the time of issue or clear- 
ance, to he for places in Native territory. The credit balance 
of the year amounts to Es. 8,34,028, and even if the average 
cost of the abolished customs line ho omitted from the account, 
there still remains a balance of Es. 3,522 at credit. 

8. During the first three months of the year, the searcity 
and distress occasioned by the failure of the monsoon rainfall 
of 18&G continued to he so acute and widespread that, except 
in the case of two States, I refrained from deputing officers to 
Native territory to inspect saline localities and report upon 
the due observance of the salt agreements. 

Tlie Political Officers having informed me that there was 
no objection to an inspection of Udaipur and Shalipura, au 
Assistant Superintendent of this Department was deputed to 
visit the salt lands of those two States, and the manufacture of 
earth salt was found to be effectually suppressed. 

The Kachor-Eewasa, Sargot and Kuchaman salt marshes 
in the ncighhonrhood of the Samhhar Salt Lake, were inspected 
by officers deputed from Samhhar, and were found to he in a 
safe condition during the year. 

Towards the close of the year under report, officers were 
deputed by me to inspect the salt lands of the States of 
>.ampthar, Dattia, Dholpur, Bhurtpnr, Alwar, Jeypur. 
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Kishcngarli, Udaipur, Shalipura, Tonk, Kotali, Bundi, and 
Bahawalpnr. The inspection of these States was in progress 
when the year closed, and the result will therefore he com- 
mented upon in the next annual report. 

9. The following statement gives information in regard 
to the working of the system for the collection of the revenue 
of this Department through the agency of the Post-olSce during 
the past four j’cars : — 


GENERAL REVIEW. 


Con(?ctloii of mU rev^nne 
Ihrooffh the agecry of 
the Pwt*ofiifc. 



PanjSb mines reel: salt. 

fSambbar call. 

raclibodta salt. 

Total. 

Tear. 

Nnmber 
: of post- 
' oniccs j 
' atiUzcd. 

1 

2^ranrt(Is 
of salt. 

1 

PctvUza- 

tions. 

! JTnmbcr 
of post- 
officca 
otiHzcd. 

ir&unds ^ 
of salt. 

i 

t 

Rcftliia- 1 
tions. i 

1 1 

Nnmber 
of poet- 
oflicos 
utilized. 

Afannds ^ 
of ealt. j 

1 

i 

Rcali- ! 

*a- i 
1 lions. 1 

1 1 

Number 
' of post- 
! oflices 

1 utilized. 

i 

f 

Maui: (If 
of saU. 

1 

1 ' 

Realta- 

tionR. 


1 

Mds. 

Rs. 

■ 

Mds. 

Rs. 

1 

i 

i 

Mds. 

1 

Rs. 


Mds. 1 

Rs. 

1801-95 ... 

13 

15,349 

39,577 

■ 

00,028 

1,84,791 

G 

7,4-12 

19,420 

45 

j 

88,819 ' 

2,43,783 

1S95-9C... 

8 

19,952 

51,994 

24 

55,532 

^1,53,583 

3 

7,400 

( lDj935 

' 35 

i 

62, 9S; 

2,25,532 

1800-07 ...' 

8 

8,551 

22,053 

19 

35,993 

99,512 

3 

7,725 

i 20,158 

' 30 

( 

52,273 

1,41,763 

1897-03 ... 

] 

S 

5,C25 

14,602 

11 

30,638 

1,01,050 

1 

4 

10,150 42,141 

1 i 

1 

58,313 

1,57.093 


The figures of the year under review are much below 
those of 1894-95 and 1895-96 ; hut compared with 1896-97 the 
decrease in collections on account of Panjdh rock salt is more 
than counterbalanced by the increase in revenue realized 
on Samhhar and Pachhadra salts. In connection with Pach- 
hadra salt, the transactions during the year under report were 
more than double those of 1896-97. 


Out of a total quantity of maunds 40,01,685 of Samhhar, 

Pahhbadra, and Panjdh rock salt sold under the through trafSc 
system, the revenue on only maunds 58,313 was collected 
at 23 post-offices. Though the business done was small, the 
system was undoubtedly a convenience to those who took 
advantage of it. 

10. The following figures show, in a comparative form, coUection ot wit rovenne 
the quantities of salt on which the Indian Midland Rail- 
way realized revenue for the Department, free of charge, dnr- Railway, 
ing the past two years : — 




1800-97. 

1897-98. 

Sambbar salt 
Paebbadra baH 

Panj^b rock salt 

... 

Mils. 

40,101 
10,103 
... 23 

Mds. 

55,095 

29,884 

25 


Total 

... 50,231 

81,504 

There was an 

increase of maunds 28,273 in the transactions 


of the year under report, in connection with Samhhar and 
Pachlwdra salt. The quantity of P.mjdb rock salt dealt with 
was insignificant, as the trade in that salt with the country 
traversed by the railway is small. The system worked 
smoothl}^ and though the business done was not large, the 
arrangements under which the price and duty on salt sought 
to be purchased can be paid in at any railway station is a 
convenience to traders. 

11. Full details of the receipts and charges, and of the yirviFwavcrr-rtni-c 
operations of each section of the Department, will be found in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 
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HEPORT OK THE ADMKsISTR-VTrOK OE TIIE KORTIIERK IKDIA 


EEVESWBYSECnONS- 
CENTRAL OFnCE- 


D«rc3S(! in fixed 


snd increase in conlin- 
gent cliaiges explained. 


RANJAB KIITES. 

Rccfliptx, chargcSi and net 
rv'Tcnne. 


The following table shows the total fixetl and contingent 
charges of the Central Office during the past four years 


Fixed. 

C6ntingcnt, 

Total. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

70,500 

12,789 

83,295 

71,992 

ll,2GO 

83,192 

7’1.G90 

11,437 

80,127 

03,118 

13,745 

73,803 


JSD-t-PS 
18''5-0G 
J 890-97 
] 897-98 


Tear. 


The decrease of Rs. 12,572 in the fixed charges of the 
year under review, as compared with 189G-97, ivas due to my 
not having been absent on leave during the past year ; to the 
officiating Deputy Commissioner having drawn a smaller 
salary tlian the permanent incumbent, who w'as on leave in 
England ; and to exchange compensation having been drawn at 
lower rates. 


Under contingencies, thq expenditure of the year under re- 
port exceeded that of 1896-97 by Rs. 2,308. This wms due to the 
tours of officers having been more extended ; to expenditure 
incurred on account of the uniforms of subordinates ; and 
to a payment of R*:. 607 having been made to the Indian Mid- 
land Railway, under the sanction of the Government of India, 
on account of a supply of printed forms utilized in connection 
w'ith the realization of the revenue of this Department at rail- 
way stations on that line. 

12. The following statement shows the gross receipts, 
the fixed and contingent charges (including the cost of the 
Indus Preventive line), and the net revenue of the PanjYtb 
Mines Division, for the past and three preceding years ; — 


i 


Gross receipts. 


Charges. 

1 

i 

9 

e 1 

67 

W 1 

C7 

U 

•*> 

C» 

to 

>53 

V 

fa.1 

o ^ 

tc S 

s s 

c: M 
§§ 

Year. ^ 

1 

Salt duty. 

<5 

V 

& 

tz 

Vi 

C 5 

1 & o 

t> "o 

.•L S 

Q 

o 

M 

U 

a 

.2 

rt 

rt 

O 

hi 

i 

S'S 

O O 

5 to 

o 

1 i 


Es. 

Us. 

1 

1 

Re-, i 

Es. 

Es, 

Es, 

Es. 

Ea. 

Es. 

Es. 

189 '.-93 

40,03,521 

65,310 

54,091 

47,13,923 

1,60.002 

72,351 

E3'!3 

3,32,912 

44,11,010 

7-03 

]R'.i3-t>0 

1 .53,08,059 

99.533 

02,030 


1.07,870 



13,40.001 

61,30,202 

0-21 

lS9G-*.>7 


! 

38,701 ' 

52,10,800 

1,03,013 


El ‘1 

!3,37,23S 

48,82,028 

G'lC 

1S97-98 ... : 

‘ 03, 94, 990 

1 

1,01,100 

02,582 

i»^i08|737 1 

1,38,930 

62,173 

80,130 

3,21,239 

32,37,493 

5'78 


ta charges ft* 
jvUir.cti. 


Tlic gross receipts of the year under report are high- 
er than those of any of the three preceding years ; exceeding 
the figures of 1890-97 by Rs. 3,38,871, of 1895-96 by Rs. 
88,474, and of 1894-95 by Rs, 8,1-1,809. These fluctuations 
will be dealt with further bn w'hcn the trade of the Division 
is being commented upon. 

On the other hand, charges were lower than those of any 
of the three preceding ycJirs. The expenditui-c of the past 
year was less than that of 189G-97 by Rs. 15,999. Under 
fixed charges there was a decrease of Rs. 4,683 owing to re- 
ductions effected in connection with the abolition of the Indus 
Preventive line. Under the head of c.xcavation there was a 
small decrease, hut not of importance. And under other con- 
tingent charges there was a decrease of Rs. 10,986, owing 
princip.ally to the discontinuance of compensation for dearness 
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of food-grain to the subordinate establisliment, and to econo- 
mies etfcctcd during tlicyear by the postponement of -n-orks. 

Til# net revenue of the Division was liiglier than tliat of 
189G-97 by Rs. 3,54,870, than that of 1895-9G'by Rs, 1,07,296. 
and than that of 1894-95 by lls. 8,2G,482. 

13, The work done in the mines of this Division during the 
year may be briefly described as follows : — 

The Mayo Mine. — The excavation work done during the 
year was as shown below : — 

rorwnrd work ... ... 2SS,118 cnbic feet. 

Root work ... ... ... ... 109.741 ditto. 

I’loor wort ... ... ... ... 1,052,059 ditto. 

The high proportion of floor work indicates that the mine 
is capable of producing very large quantities of salt. The 
mine now extends over an area with an extreme horizontal 
length, measured parallel to the strike of the strata, of 2,638 
feet ; and an extreme breadth, measured parallel to the dip, of 
1,374 feet. Roughly, the mine is about half a mile in length 
by a quarter of a mile in breadth. Its greatest vertical depth, 
measured from the highest to the lowest points in ordinary 
workings, is 403i feet; 273 feet passing through the two salt 
seams known as IJagi and Sajiwal,and 130A feet through marl 
into the lowest known seam of Pharwala. This last salt seam 
has been but little worked as yet, and that not far from the 
surface, It has been hardly worked at all for some years past, 
for the reason that, following the dip, the strata fall at an angle 
-of 45° to the northward (30° west of north), and therefore this 
seam is very low in the hill at the point in that direction to 
which excavation in the other seams overlying it has now been 
carried. The mine hill rises to a height of 7U0 feet above the 
level of the bed of the Khewra gorge at the miners’ village. 
Regular excavation "has now reached an extreme height of 
273 feet above, and a greatest depth of 130A feet below, the 
level of the gorge bed. The direction of progress is now 
nearly all downwards. To the eastward, horizontal extension 
is still practicable, and is, to a slight extent, in progress, but 
only with a view of opening out a reserve for the future. Tiic 
dangerous condition of that part of the old Bagi mine, which 
was Avorked before the present scientific system of mining was 
introduced, prevents extension AvestAvards, at all events until a 
much deeper level than that at present touched has been 
reached. ToAvards the south, the higher levels of the hill were 
practically Avorked out tAventy-five years ago, and very little 
extension in that direction is practicable. Northwards, there 
is salt in the hill, overlying the Bagi scam, and at a leAml 
higher than any yet worked. This was explored twenty ycar.s 
ago, and was then left as a rescrA’c. This salt was opened out 
recently, hut it was found to he inferior in colour, and the 
workings were closed. It is possible that better salt may 
exist in the loAA'er Ica'cIs, and this will be tested. At present, 
Ave obtain our supply of salt from the Bagi and Sajiwal seams, 
and these continue to be A'cry fine. In the higher levels, tlic 
SajiAA'al seam is 60 feet in thickness ; in the loAVcr, the scam of 
marl, which divides the Bagi from the Sajiwal seam, dies out 
altogether tOAA-ards the west, and there the two scams combine 
and form a solid stratum of most excellent rock salt 250 feet in 
thickness. ToAA'ards the cast also, Avlicrc the tAA'o scams arc 
still separated by a stratum of marl (AA-hich, hoAVCver, is thin- 
ning out at the loAvcr levels), the SajhAal seam is GO feet thick. 
The Bagi seam comprises two strata of salt, 90 feet sind 30 feet 
in thickness, with a stratum of marl between them. This marl 
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Work In Ibc* Pnnjib 
Mine'. 

The Moyo Mine*. 



EEPORT OS TEE ADMISISmATIOS OP TEE KOBTHERS lOTIA 

REVIEW BTSECTIONS- stratum is thickest about the centre of the mine, but thins out 
PANJAB HINES. towards the cast and west until it dies out altogcthm-. At 
lower levels, this marl dies out to the northward also. There are 
no sio-ns whatever of exhaustion in these two salt seams. They 
increase in thickness at the lower levels and the salt found 
improves in quality. The mine has been worked for ages past. 
A tradition exists among the miners that their tribe has 
rvorked in the mine for the past 800 years. In the year 1850, 
a special department Avas organized in the Panjab for the 
collection of the revenue on salt, and since .the beginning of 
that year down to the close of the year under revicAV the total 
quantity of salt excavated from the mine hill amounts to 
maunds 5,34,63,085, or about two millions of tons. 

Good work was done during the year in driving tunnels 
in the mine. These had for their object — (1) the exploration 
of unknown parts of the mine liill ; (2) the opening out of new 
mining faces for ordinary work ; (p) the provision of places of 
refuge in connection with blasting operations ; (4) the construc- 
tion of passages from one chamber to another; (5) the ventila- 
tion of Avorking's ; and (6) the connection of Avorkings w'ith trara- 
Avay lines, in order to facilitate the removal of salt. For pur- 
poses of exploration, tunnels Avere driven from two points, for 
distances of 193-i- feet and 52 feet, respectively, in order to con- 
nect the Sajiwal and PharAA’ala salt seams. The salt of the lat- 
ter is good at its surface, and the stratum is 50 feet in thickness. 
It is divided from the SajiAA'al seam by marl and impure salt 
lOO feet thick. The mine workings having advanced in some 
])laces doAA-n to the level of the gorge bed, and also beyond the 
heart of the mine Mil toAA'ards its northern ' lace, fitting locali- 
ties became available from AA'hich to start tunnels for the pur- 
pose of thoroughly exploring the Pharwala seam. Tavo points 
Avcrc selected, and if the progress of the titnnels is not stopped 
by AA-ater, I hope to obtain useful information during the cur- 
rent year regarding an important seam of salt. ToAvards the 
east and south-east of the mine, there are large quantities of 
salt only noAV being opened out, and these need to be connected 
Avith the ti-aiiAAVay. For this purpose, tunnels aggregating 226 
feet in length were driA'cu during the year. 

The old mines Avhich extend along the southern boundary of 
the lACAv mine have c.auscd much anxiety in past years OAving to 
the danger of their falling in. Efi’orts to remove this danger 
liaA-ebccn made for many years past, and Avere not relaxed dur- 
ing tl\c year under rcA'icAV. Tiic portion of the old SajiAval 
mine, AA'liich yielded the greater part of the salt excavated doAvn 
to the beginning of 1872, lias been filled up AA'ith AA'astc salt and 
so rendered safe. The PharAvala and Makhad mines still 
remain dangerous, Imt these are smaller and of lesser impor- 
tance, ^ The Avork of filling up all of these old mines Avith AA’aste 
salt Avill be steadily continued. 

The passages iu the mine arc all properly fcvAced, aAAd arc 
safe. Great care lias becn_ exercised in connection Avith tliis 
work, iu view to prcA'cnting the occurrence of any accident. 
The air jiassages are also in good working order, ami the mine 
is Avell ventilated throughout. 

The ncAv trauAAA'aj' tunucl, the roof of AA'liich was unsafe iu 
parts, has been lined Avilb masonry wherever it appeared to be 
at all dangerous. A total length of 464 feet has iicen jirotect- 
ed iu this muiiuer, of which 100 feet were lined during the 
ye.ir under report. Thomson’s tunnel, the passage for tlic 
ingress and egress of the miners, is now quite safe, A length 
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of 427 feet of it is lined with masonry -a’aHs and a log roof, 
which answers atcH, as the tunnel is a narrOAA' one. 

The mine trainAA’aj’s Avorked during the j-ear with the 
greatest efficiency. All of the salt removed from the mine awts 
carried over the tram Jincs to the Warthganj depot. Measured 
from the mine mouth iiiAA'ard, these lines now cover an extreme 
length of 6,S00 feet, and are laid at different levels, so as to 
bring them as near as possible to the Avorkings in the mine. 
The main tram line is laid in AA'liat is called the ncAV tunnel. 
It now extends iuAA'ard from tlic mine moutli, a distance of 3,015 
feet, and this length is being added to. Another length of 162 
feet of tunnel is being prepared for a trsimAvay extending to a 
large field of salt little more than touched as yet. 

I am glad to he able to say that though many of the Avork- 
ings have nOAv been carried below the level at Avhich Avater 
might be expected to give trouble, the mine hill has proved 
remarkably dry. Some AA-atcr has accumnlated in five of the 
old AYorkings, but there is no increase to this. In fact there is 
less AA’ater noAV in the mine than there Avas tAventy years ago, 
OAving to the annually increasing number of drains constructed 
to carry oft' the rainfall from the surface of the mine hill. 
There are now 883 lineal feet of these drains, .and they haA'c 
had the best effect in prcA’-enting scouring on the surface, and 
pm-colation into the interior of the hill. 

The Warcha Mine. — The mine worked at present is being 
excavated on the same scientific principles as the Mayo mine, 
with chambers 45 feet in width, and continuous walls betAveen, 
25 feet in thickness, for the support of the roof. The advance 
in this mine is very slow owing to the trade being small. The 
seam at present Avorked comprises tAvo strata of salt, each 10 
feet in thickness, with a thin la 3 ’'er of marl about a foot thick 
between them. The supply of salt is ample. 

HeaA'y falls continue to occur in the old mine which was 
abandoned many j’^ears ago. This old mine is being gradually 
filled up to the roof with waste salt, and is so being made safe. 

There is very little water in the Warcha mine. Some 
percolation has occurred in an exploration tunnel, but tlie 
quantity is very small and docs not cause iucouAxnicnce. This 
percolation water has iu admixture a small proportion of pe- 
troleum. 

Eightj’’ linc.al feet of exploration tunnelling Avere driven 
during the year in order to test the contents of the hill beloAV 
the salt seam being at present worked. This tunnel is still 
progressing, and so far it has not yet exposed a really good 
Avorkablc scam of salt. 

The Nurpur Mine. — This is very small and supplies local 
demand only. It is being excavated on the same principles as 
the Mayo and Warcha mines, and it is quite safe. 

The Makibcgh Quarries, — These are all open cxcaA’afio.us 
on tlie eastern' face of the Sjiudagar hill near the tOAvn of Kala- 
bngh, AA'liere exposed se.aras of rock salt appear. The salt ob- 
tained from these quarries is of A-cry superior quality, and 
AAork iu them was carried on satisfactorih’' during the year, 

14, It is satisfactory to be able to note that there Averc no 
accidents of ain- kind at the Maj'o, Warcha, and Nurpur mines 
during the year. At the Kalabagh quarries a miner’s foot was 
crushed by the fall of some rock salt upon it. This was the 
onlv accident AAhich occurred. 
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HEPOET OK THE ADMIKISTEATIOK OP THE NOETHERX IKDIA 


ilEViEWBrsECXlOKS- 15. The following statement sliows the opening stock 
EAltJAB MIKES. balance, the quantity of salt excavated, and the halancc of stock 
IB ^i^iid at tlic Majo mine during the past and tlircc preceding 

tlic' Majo ycai'S : 


Year. 

Kalnncc in ^ 
store at com-j 
lacucement of 
tho year, j 

ll’ccavation ; 
during the 
year. j 

1 

Total of 
columns 

2 and 3. 

iBsucd dur* 
ing tlio year. 

1 

Rnlancc iu 
store at close 
of the year. 

1831-03 ... 

1S03-OG ... 

1836 97 ... 

1837-93 ... 

Mds. 

431.311 

6,48.386 

4,90,175 

4,80,814 

Mils. 

17,19,269 

18,82,229 

18,36,868 

19,57,702 

Mds. 

22,03,013 

24,30,815 

23,27,043 

21,44,000 

Mds. 

10,53,027 

19,40,040 

18,40,229 

19,75,763 

srds. 

5,48,580 

4,90,175 

4,80,814, 

4,08,837 


The quantity excavated is equivalent to 14,50,218 cubic 
feet of rock salt mined during the yeai-. 

The halancc at the close of the year was less than that of 
189G-97 hy maunds 17,977. The figures, however, do not in- 
clude a quantity of maunds 52,415 lying at the Warthganj 
depot, which had been sold, but not cleared, on the 31st of 
March 1898, and another quantity of about 10,000 maunds 
lying in tlie mine, which had been excavated but not paid for. 
Including these two items, the balance of stock at Khewra at 
the close of the year under review amounted to maunds 
5,31,252. This quantity was sufficient to meet the demand for 
tluce months, and was a sufficient reserve. The supply of 
mining labour is ample, excavation can be rapidly effected as 
we always have lai-ge workings available, and with our tram- 
way system in its present efficient condition we could readily 
meet any demand which might arise. 

Celt a cicivaCon. The next statement shows the cost of excavating salt at 

^ the Mayo mine during the past four years : — 


Year. 

Qoantity of salt 
excavated. 

Co?t of 
czeavatioD. 

Rale per 100 
maunds. 





Mds. 

Rs. 

Bs. a. p. 

1894 3.3 

«•« 

... 


17,19,209 

00,919 

3 8 8-32 

1895.30 

... 

... 


18,82,229 

70,243 

■I 0 9-78 

1890-37 

... 

Tt. 


18,30,803 

74,410 

4 0 9'78 

1837.03 

... 

... 

... 

19,07,792 

79,300 

4 0 9-78 


As in previous years, the yield for every 100 cubic feet of 
salt excavated was calculated at 135 maunds. The rate paid 
during the year, 10-1- pies a cubic foot, or Ks. 4-0-9’78 for 
every 100 maunds, w'as the same as during 1895-96 and 
1S9G-97, The system of payment by cubic measurement has 
been in force for the past 26 years, and the rate now paid is 
suflicicntl y remunerative. 

and acnvi'ric*. 16. The two statements which follow show— (1) the sales 

and deliveries of salt from the Panjdb Mines Division ; and 
(2) a classific.ation of the same figures by depots, and under 
the different heads of through traffic, ordinary trade (salt 
removed by tlie merchants themselves^, and trade within the 
protected area of the salt range : — 


Year. 

Sales. 

Delivcricj. 

Increase or do* 
errase over sales. 





aids 

JIds. 

Mds. 

l*--34.33 

... 


... 

18,11,403 

17,8-3,010 

—07,702 

3 ^9 >-9d 




21,23,170 1 

21, ,51, OSS 

+27,012 




. ■ 

20,20,403 

20,43, 503 

+22,091 

KC-C-S 


... 

— 

21,57,939 

1 

21,78,533 

+20,531 
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* EAL,T BrA’ENDE DErAETltEST TOE THE OEEICIAE YEATE 1S07-9S. REVIEW BY SECTIONS. 

» PANJAB MIKES. 

Satps unit clc^ranccf. 




Sales and cl^’srancos. 


' 

j 160C-O7. 

1897-98. 
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1 Sales, 

Wnrlbganj 

•*. 

17,07,400 

72,820 

... 

18,40,229 

19.09,377 

00,391 

... 

10,75708 

Nurpur 

... 


4,111 


4,111 


4,405 

... 

4,405 

Wurcliu 

... 

... 

90,028 

... 

0P.O28 

... 

73,512 

... 

73,512 

Kalabagh 


... 

83,101 

... 

83,101 

... 

1,01,251 

... 

1,01,234 


Total ... 

17,07,409 

2,59,000 

... 

20,20,109 

19,09,377 

.*’,48,023 

... 

21,57,999 



Clearances. 

Wttrtliganj 

•*« ««* 

17,82,130 

70,202 

7,058 

18,59,390 

19,31,083 

69,271 

C,97I 

19,97.320 

Norput 

... 

*«« 

• •• 

4,103 

4,153 

... 

... 

4,405 

4.405 

Wareba 

««• 

... 

94,212 

5,578 

00,820 

... 

70,070 

D.701 

75,777 

Ealabagb 




si,7at , 

i 

3,400 

80,200 

... 

97,800 

3,100 

l.OO.CCC 


Total ... 

17,82,130 

1 

2,40,233 ! 

20,190 

20,18,503 

19,31,083 

2,27,163 

20,297 

21,78,533 



1 

i 





• 



The sales of the year under report are the largest of tlie 
four yearly periods. The figures exceed those of 1896-97 by 
maunds 1,31,530 ; those of 1895-9G hy inaunds ,".1,52.3*, and 
those of 1894-95 hy maunds 3, 16, .591. The average annual 
sales of the past four years amount to maunds 20,37,338, and 
those of year under review exeecd this average hy maunds 
1,20,661. 

Compared with 1896-97, there was a large increase of 
maunds 1,35,539 in the trade of the Warthganj depot (whieh 
is supplied from the Slayo mine) ; a good increase of maunds 
21,153 at the Kalahagh quarries ; a small increase of maunds 
354 in the petty local trade of Nurpur ; and a falling off of 
maunds 25,516 at Warcha. 

The increase in the trade of the year under report was 
princiiially due to the general return to prosperity of the 
country after the agricultural depression whicli followed tlie 
failure of the monsoon rainfall of 1896, .and partly also (1) to 
the gr.adnal return to its normal condition of the trade with 
tlie Kashmir State, and (2) to the enhancement of the duty on 
Kohat salt having resiiltcd in an increase in the consumption 
of Ci's-Indus salt along the river Indus, and in the northern 
portion of the Hazara district. In every direction the trade 
of the Division was satisfactory during the year. 

The clearances of the year were in excess of those of 
1896-97 hy m.'iunds 1,29,970 ; of those of 1895-96 hy matinds 
27,445; and of those of 1894-95 hy maunds 3, 9-i.8*S7. The 
clearances of the past four years average maunds 20,40,457, 
and the figures of 1897-98 exceed this quantity hy muurd.s 
1,38,076, From this it will he seen that the volume of salt 
actually issued for consumption was steadily maintained. 

( 15 ) 




BEPOET OS THE ADJEfNISTKATIOS OF THE KOETHEES INDIA 

BEVIEW BY SECTIONS- In issECs tlicrc ivas, compared ivitli 1896-97, a large 
pahJAB hikes, increase of maEnds 1,37,935 at the WarthgaEj depot (the salt 
of the Mayo mine) ; a good iucrcase of mannds 15,766 at the 
Kalahagh qnarries ; a small increase of maunds 312 at Nnr- 
pnr 5 and a falling off of mannds 24,043 at IFarcha. 

Throagb traffic and ord!- 17. Thc figEi'cs relating to the throngh and ordinary 
wrr sale.. Division daring the past fonr years ivill he fonnd 

in the folloE'ing comparative table ; — 



1891-03. 

1895-96. 

189G-07. 

1 

1897-98, 


Mds. 

Mds. 

1 Hds, 

Mda. 

TbroagK tr&lTic 

... 15,91,710 

18,01,987 

17,67,409 

19,09,377 

Ordinary 

2,4G,C89 

3,21,489 

2,69,060 

2,48,022 

Total 

... 18,41,103 

21,23,476 

20,20,409 

21,57,999 


Through traffic business is carried on at the Wartbganj depot 
only, in connection with thc Mayo mine. Compared with the 
entire trade, it amounted during the year to 88'47 per cent, 
against 87‘21 per cent, in 1896-97, The quantity of salt sold 
under this system during the past year exceeded the sales of 
1896-97 by maunds 1,41,968, and was also in excess of the 
figures of the two years preceding. 

Sales under ordinary trade were less than those of 1896-97 
and 1895-96 by maunds 10,438 and maunds 72,867 respectively, 
and exceeded the figures of 1894-95 by maunds 1,933 only. 

Thc trade in the rock salt of thc Mayo mine is very wide- 
spread, and the large proportion of through traffic sales 
shows the popularity of thc system under which money can be 
paid into the most distant treasuries, and the salt despatched 
throngh the agency of the Department. This system, which 
worked u'ith thc greatest smoothness during the year, not only 
facilitates trade operations, bat cheapens salt to the consumer. 

Distribntioa of traffic. 18. The following Statement shows, for the past four years, 

thc quantities of salt cleared and removed from the Panjdb 
Mines Division by railway, road, and river for consumption : 

(1) in thc Panjdb and in Sindh, Kashmir, and Baluchis- 
tan ; 

(2) in tlie North-Western Provinces and Oudh, Bengal, 
and other places. 



j For consumption siithin tlie Fonjub 
(including Ivasbrni.-, Sindl), and j 
[ iiilnclii.tan), j 

iTor consninp- 
tiOQ in 

[ oilier phees. ' 


Tear. 

Ky mil. 

By Toad 
nod river. 

Total. 

Uy rail. 

Grand 

Total. 


Jlannd*. 

Mtvunds. 

Maunds. 

Maunds. 

Mnunda. 

189193 ... 

13,93,065 

1.71,815 

15,09,880 

2.13.7C6 

17.83,610 

1S93-P6 ... 

17,81,924 

1,19,751 

19,30,675 

2,20,413 

21,51,088 

1890-97 ... ... j 

16.73,179 

1,69,170 

18,07,355 

2,41,205 

20,43.563 

1S97-9S ... 

1 

17,26,319 

1,16,338 

18,72.6.57 

3,03S7C 

21,78,533 


Of the salt destined for thc P.anjab, Sindh, Knsltmir, and 
Balnchisfan, 92-19 per cent, was removed by railway and 
7-18 per cent, by road and river. For other places, all remo- 
vals were by railway, 

The clearances for the Panjdb, Sindli, Kashmir, and Balu- 
chistan show a satisfactory increase of maunds 05 289 ove- 

( 14 ) 



6A.lt BLVENTJE OEPABTilEST FOB TOE OFFICIAL YEAB 1897-9S. w , 

those of 189G-97. The figures arc hclow those of 1895-90^ as REVIEWBYSECIIONS. 
in that year there was an abnormal demand in Kashmir ou’ing PAKJAB HINES, 
to the revenue farming contract being about to change hands, 
but they are in excess of the quantity cleared during 1894-95 by 
maunds 3,02,777. 

The trade with the North-Western Provinces and Bengal 
shows an increase of maunds 6-1,671 over 1896-97, and the 
trade is steadily progressive. . 

19. The rail-borne trade of the Warthganj depot, connected Rs'i-bomo t»de of the 
with the Mayo mine, will be found classified by railways in Oepai. 

the statement below : — 


of Ratltvay. 

1691-93. i 

1603-90. 

1690-97. 

1897-93. 

Throvffh traffic. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1 

Mds. 

Mds. 

l^ortliAVestcrn HaUwAy ... 

12.50,074 

15,09,835 

' 14,93, 9t3 

15,07,974 

East Indian Railway 

Ondb and Eobilkband KailNray ... 

82,Gn3 : 

92,035 

1,18,0)0 

1,51,780 

1,16,918 

1,09,308 ’ 

1,09,320 

1,88,82.5 

Uowari-Fcroipur Erancb of tbo ESj* 

10,581 1 

23,821 

23,090 

21,179 

put5na*Malwa Railway. 

Indian Midland Hallway ... 

1 

1 

ICO ' 

25 

25 

Bengal and NortlfWcstcrn Railivay, 

605 

980 

100 

4,200 

Dclbi'Umballa-Kalka Ball^vay 

03,851 

30,005 

• 30,030 

44,100 

ToUl 

10,30,222 

18,37,537 

17,82,130 

19,31,083 

Ordinary Trade. 

North-Western Bailway 

27,103 

1,02,073 

1 

40,387 

29,939 

Total 

1 

; 27,IC3 

1,02,073 

40,387 

t 

29,939 

Ghakd Toiai 

15,03,383 

19,40,210 

18,22,517 

19,01,072 


Through Traffic. 


The North-Western Railway. — Compared with 1896-97, 
there was an increase of maunds 74,029 in the bookings to 
stations on this railway. The improvement was very wide- 
spread, and was principally due to favourable agricultural 
conditions in Uie Panjdb during the year. To some extent 
also, the increase in the trade was owing to a return to its 
normal state of the traffic with Kashmir, and to (7is-Indus salt 
having displaced Kohat salt along the Indus. 

The East Indian Railway. — ^Ilcre also there was an 
increase in the traffic, the figures of the year under report 
exceeding those of 1896-97 by maunds 33,740. The trade 
with the section of the line in the North-Western Provinces 
was not large, as rock salt is not much consumed by the 
people of the country through which it passes ; Edjputdna salt 
being preferred. But there was a great improvement in the 
traffic with the province of Behar in Bengal ; rock salt having 
been sent during the year as low down as Bhagalpur and 
Sahibganj. 

The Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway. — ^In comparison 
with 1896-97 the trade witli this railway during the year 
increased by maunds 29,50.5. The chief centre of consumption 
on this line is the country served hy the section between 
Fyzahad and Benares. In the Fyzabad and Jaunpur districts 
the consumption of rock salt is now' large, and is steadily 
increasing. One feature of the trade is an iucrcasc in the 
traffic with Rai Bareli, over the Lucknow-Rai Bareli line, 
which indicates that rock salt is pressing into southern Oudh. 

( 15 ) 



beviswbysections. 
PANJAB MINES. 


C 


JIEPOET ON THE ADMINISTRATION OP THE NORTHERN INDIA 


Bcivari-Ferozpur Baihvat/.— This is a lirancli of the Eaj- 
putdna-Malwa line. The trade over it ttus steady during the 
year with a slight tendency .to increase. 

Indian Midland Railway.— OnQ . petty despatch of 25 
maunds was sent to tlie Morar station (near G-walior) on this 
line. Rdjputdna salt is consumed in the country traversed by 
this'railwa 3 ^ Rock salt is used only for medicinal and religious 
purposes, and supplies are generally obtained from neighbour- 
ing marts, such as Agra and Cawnpore. 

Bengal and North-Western Railway . — The trafSc with 
this line during the year amounted to maunds 4,200, compared 
-R-ith only IGO maunds during 189G-97 ; 3,000 maunds were sent 
to Goralclipur, GOO maunds to Uska Bazaar, and 600 maunds to 
Gonda. Rock salt should find a good market in the damp 
country trans-Ghagra, as it wastes less from moisture than 
other salts. 

Delhi-Umhalla-Kalka Railtoay.—k satisfactory increase 
appears in connection with this railway, of maunds 7,450 com- 
pared with 1896-97. Over the section between Delhi and 
Umballa, the trade was normal, with only a slight improve- 
ment, The principal increase in the traffic occurred on the 
section between Umballa and Kalka, mainly in bookings to 
Kalka, This was an indication of an improved trade with the 
hill country north of Kalka. 

Ordinary Trade. 


Salt cleared by merchants themselves was booked only 
to stations on the North-Western Railway. The figures of 
the year under report were lower than those of 1896-97 by 
maunds 10,398. Clearance by mercantile agency has generally 
decreased throughout the Panjdb, the most notable instance 
having connection with the mart of Rawal Pindi, to which only 
maunds 4,100 were sent as compared with maunds 17,140 during 
1896-97. The through traffic system, under which salt revenue 
can be paid into any treasury and depositors are supplied with 
salt with rapidity and precision, is now working so efficiently 
that merchants find it unnecessary to go to th^e expense of 
maintaining agents at Warthganj to despatch salt to them. 

Removals of ordinary^ trade salt by road from the Warth- 
ganj depot amounted during the year to maunds 36,253 com- 
pared with maunds 36,873 during 1896-97. The condition of 
the trade was normal. The principal localities served by this 
toad traffic were Multan, Jalalpur, and Chakwal ; 245 maunds 
1896 Sukkur compared with 440 maunds during 


• following^ figures show the direct trade in rock salt 
"vm!]! tiic ^ortli-W estevn Provinces, Oudli, nnd Bengal durinff 
the past five years: — 


1803-01 

1801-03 

1803-00 

lfcOG-07 

1807-03 


2,40,833 

2.15,007 

2.20,413 

2,11,180 

3,05,831 


Ihcre has been a steady improvement in the trade durino- 
the past four years. This has been owing to the increase! 
consumption of Panjdb rock salt in the province of Rebar in 
Bengal, and in the country lying between I'yzahad in Ondh 
and Benares in the North-Western Provinces. During- the 
year under report indications have appeared of an increased 
trade vith the country trans-Ghagra also. ' 
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EALT RKVEXTTE DEPAETyEST FOP. Tim OPriCIAE A’E.VP. 1897-OS. 


20. The sales .and deliveries of salt at the three lesser 
mines and depots of Warcha, Kalahagh, and ISfnrpur during the 
past four years ivill be found in the following statement : — 


-Year. 

Warcha, 

j Kshbagli. j 

1 Narpar. 

Sales. 

DcUvcrics. ^ 

Sales, j 

DeUvcriM.j 

Sales. 

Deliveries* 


Mds. 


JMs. 

Mils. 

MOs. 

Hds. 

ISOl-So ... 

1,01,033 

1,03,083 

80,321 

V / ,3o0 

4,122 

4,.31G 

1893-00 ... 

83,198 

81,720 

03,152 

93,130 

4, ISO 

4,530 

lS9G-0r ... 

09,028 

' 09.S20 

83,101 

83,200 

4,111 

4,153 

1897-9S ... 

73,312 

t Vo, 77V 

1.01,234 

1,00,9GG 

4,4G3 

j 4,4G3 


, Warcha . — The clearances of salt from the depot of this 
mine amounted during the year under report to maiinds 75,777, 
compared with maunds 99,820 during 1896-97, or a decrease of 
mauiids 24,043. The salt of the IVarcha mine is of superior 
qu.ality, and is much liked by the trade, but the dep9t lies 
under the disadvantage of being nine miles from the nearest 
railway station, Ganjial, on the Sind Sagar biunch of the 
North-Western Railway. This disadvantage has had an effect 
upon the trade of the Warcha mine and depOt for some years 
past, and during the year under review there was a scarcity 
of carriage owing to the operation's on the frontier, ivhich 
accentuated the difficulty under which the trade labours in 
connection with the removal of the salt. After it leaves 
the depot on pack .animals, the trade divides itself for the 
most part into traffic by road, river, and railw.ay. From the 
mine and dcp6t, the greater part of the salt is conveyed to 
Kushah on the Jhelum, and is sent thence down that river in 
boats as far as Multan, river marts being supplied on the way. 
During 1897-98 only 44,121 maunds were booked to Kusliab, 
compared with 54,808 maunds daring the previous year, a 
dccrc.ase of 10,687 maunds. The railw.ay traffic is with the 
section of the Sind Sagar line running parallel with the Indus, 
from Kundian Junction down to Muzaffargarh. Along this 
section there was a general decrease in the trade, the most 
noteworthy instances being a falling off of over two thousand 
maunds at each of the marts of Bhaklmr, Lciah, and Muzaffar- 
g,arh. It is possible that the trade may improve as means 
of caiTiagc become available. The decline has not affected 
the revenue of the .division, as it has been more than made uji 
by larger issues of salt from Kalabagh and the Warthganj 
'depot. 

Kalahagh . — The deliveries from these quarries amounted 
to maunds 1,00,966 during the past year, compared with 
maunds 85,200 during 1896-97, or an increase of maunds 
15,760. A part of this last-named quantity took the place of 
the salt of the Warcha mine, and some displaced Koliat salt 
along the river Indus. The Kalabagh quarries lie immediate- 
ly on the right bank • of the river Indus, and the railw.ay 
terminus at Mari is almost directly opposite on the left bank. 
Ilcre .also the traffic is by road, river, and railway. The road 
and river trade amounted during the year to maunds 2.9,843, 
compared with maunds 28,333 during 1896-97, or a small 
increase of maunds 1,510. Salt is carried in bo.ats both up 
and down the Indus. Maunds 1,435 were carried up to Khu- 
shalgarh, compared with only 521 maunds during 1896-97. 


EEV1EWBTSECTI0N3. 
PAKJAB HIKES- 

Sales atuldelimlcs at the 
Warcha, Kahha^h, nud 
Karpur 


( 17 ) 



beview by SEGIIOES- 

pakj&b hikes- 


'n-rnuffh traffic n'cfipts 
ami orpCBilUnrc. 




K£POET OS THE ABlUSlSniATIOS 


OF THE SOETHEES ISDIA 


Dovnv^axds, 3,801 maunds were sent 

rnmoired with only 82 maunds daring 1896-97. ihe liver 
trade with Sindh fell off slightly, maunds 9,002 only having 
heen hooked to Sukkur, compared with maunds j’ * ^ duiin 

The railway trade of the year amounted to maunds 

rlxsl 'comparirS Lunds 5 G,Ig 7 during: I89G-97, or u„ 
increase of maunds 14,256. This trade was with the section 
of the Sind Sagar hranch flown to Muzaffargph and Multan, 
and thence onwards to stations on the main line in the Baha- 
walpiir State. Salt was also sent to Sukkur m Sindh and 
Quetta, in Baluchistan. The increase m the trade was generah 
It may be noted that 3,149 maunds of salt were sent to Mim 
Ghat, opposite Dera Ghazi Khan, probably for consumption 
in the country trans-Indus. Maunds 924 and maunds 509 were 
sent to Sukkur and Quetta, respectively. Curing 1896-9f 
no salt was booked to Quetta, and only 1<5 maunds to 
Sukkur in Sindh. With the opening of the Mari-Attock 
Railway, I anticipate a farther increase in the trade ot these 
miarries. The salt obtained from them is of very superior' 
quality, and with the facilities which the railway will afford,- 
I expect the trade with Attock and marts in that direction will 
not he inconsiderable. 

Nurpur . — This is a very small mine, and supplies only local • 
requirements. Clearances during the past year amounted to 
maunds 4,465, compared with maunds 4,153 during 1896-97, or 
a slight improvement of 312 maunds. 

The following are figures of the quantities of salt sold for 
consumption within the protected areas of the salt range 
during the past three years : — 


] 895-00 
1890-97 
1897-93 


Mas. 

10,003 

20,105 

20.207 


Tiiere is a small hut progressive increase. This is satis- 
factory, as there is great temptation to remove salt from the 
numerous and widely scattered outcrops of rock salt in a most 
difficult country. 

21. The following statement shows the through traffic 
receipts and expenditure of the Division during the past four 


years: — 




I 

1891-95. 

1895-90. 

1890-97. 

1897-93. 




Es. 

E«. 

Es. 

Ea. 

liccelpt ... 

Kxpcll(U^uT^ 



61,752 

37,110 

00,495 i 
45,870 

67,072 

45,238 

01,727 

40,725 

Frofit 

... 

... * 

ll,ai2 

14,019 

12,431 ; 

10,002 


There has heen no change in the nature of the receipts. A 
charge oi sis pics a maund is paid by all traders who desire to 
have their salt despatched to them by the department, and the 
cs])cnditurc represents the cost of clearing such salt. An 
increase of Rs. 4,055 .appears under the head of receipts, owin? 
to the quantity of salt indented foe under the through traffic 
sy.8tcm having been larger than during 1896-97. Expenditure 
is lienvicr, owing to clearance clmrgcs having been paid on 
maunds 20,02,915 during the j’c.ar under review, compared 
with maunds 18,76,132 during 1896-97. 


22, Tiic next sffiteraent sliows, for the past four years, the 
cost of the Indus Preventive Line, which was maintained for 
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the purpose of confining the use of Kohat salt to the territories EEVIEW BY section 
lying on the right bank of the river Indus: — PAitJAB uiNrs- 


Test. 

1 

Fixed 

cstabli&li* 

roent. 

Contingren* 

cici. 

Total. 






1 


Rj. 

Rs. 

163r-P5 






42,071 

4,523 

47,001 

18Sj-00 






43,001 

0,200 

4S,7Cl 

isw-or 

... 





30,001 

0,010 

.10,207 

1837-08 

... 

... 

•• 


... 1 

1 

22,823 

3,32S 

£0,151 


Compared ■vrith 1896-97, there was a decrease of Rs. 1G,S3S 
under the head of fixed establishment, and of Rs. 3,218 under 
contingencies. The entire expenditure of the year under 
^cvie^Y was Rs. 20,056 less than that of 1896-97. Tliis decrease 
was the result of the reduction which I was enabled to make 
in the strength of the establishment, and w'hich I described in 
my annual report of 1896-97, owing to the cnliancemcnt of 
the duty on Kohat salt and the gradual exhaustion of stocks of 
that salt which had been purchased at the former, and lower, 
rate of duty. 

Towards the end of the year under report, the Government 
of India decided upon the abolition of the line, and in Depart- 
ment Finance and Commerce letter No. 1030S.R., dated the 1st 
of March 1898, I received orders to remove the establishment 
from the river Indus. Coincident with this step, rules under 
Act XII of 1882 were published by Government, in Depart- 
ment Finance and Commerce Notification No. 131GS.R., dated 
the 17th March 1898, abolishing the special protective zone on 
the left bank of tlie Indus, but maintaining legal restrictions 
on the transit of Kohat salt Cfs-Indus in quantities in excess 
of five seers. 

The orders of Government, in regard to the removal of the 
establishment from the Indus, were carried out by the close of 
March 1898, and since then the Preventive Line has ceased to 
exist. I am glad to be able to say that dow'u to the time of 
writing this report, the information at my disposal leads me to 
believe that no loss to Government has occurred from this 
measure, in consequence of the smuggling of Kohat salt into 
CVs-Indus country. Statistics of 1897-98 go to show that 
during that year the consumption of Cts-Indus salt distinctly 
advanced along the line of that river. The following com- 
parative bookings of C/s-Indus salt to the difierent districts 
will be of interest in connection with this question ; — 



Bookings doting 
1890.07. 

Booling* daring 
1807.08. 

KlicKiiec. 


Mils. 

Mils. 

Mis. 

Bavral PiatVi 

.. 79,813 

90,213 

+10,1.30 

PcaliRwa? 

... ... 

200 

+ 200 

Koliat 

021 

1.433 

+314 

Baiinu 

... 1.713 

4.233 

-i 2. (30 

Bora Klian 

... 18,010 

22,853 

+ 1,815 

Bern Glifld Khan 

82 

3,601 

+3,710 


Bawal Pinch' district . — The line of country dealt with 
extends from Ilassan Abdal down to Makhad on the Indus, 
below the ICliushalgarli railway terminus. From Hassan 
Abdal, the trade largely supplies the Hazara district, and some 
salt is also exported to'Kashmir. Daring the year, Ce^-Indus 
salt entircK occupied the Amb jaghir, to the exclusion of 
Kohat salt, and crossed the Indus into independent territory 
at Torbela. Southwards, C'/s-Indus salt held its own along 
the line of the Indus in this district. 
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Ilfccir!*, clargc-s, an! 
vet reitUBf. 


Pe-sliawar district.— The exports ivere to Kliairabacl, just 
opposite Attock, aud to Naosliera and Jeliaugira. This is 
quite a new trade on the right hank of the Indus. 

Kohat district— The hookings were to Khushalgarli on 
the rigiit hank of the Indus, opposite the railway terminus. 
The increase in the trade shows that C'is-Indus salt pushed 
itself well across the river at this point. 

Bannu district— The hookings were to marts on the left 
hank of the Indus. The increase in the trade was large, and 
it appears likely that some of the salt crossed the river and 
passed into the country on the right hank. 

Bera Ismail Khan district.— 'Eere also the hookings were 
to marts on the left hank of the Indus, with the exception of a 
small trade witli Dora Ismail Khan itself. The large increase 
goes to show that C'is-Indus salt held the eountry on the left 
hank of the river very strongly, and probably passed over to 
the right hank to some extent. Bookings to Dera Ismail 
Khan itself increased from 334 maunds in 1896-97 to 964 
maunds during the past year. 

Bera Ghaci Khan district.— The large increase in the 
trade is a very satisfactory indication, and shows that Cis- 
Indus salt crossed the river at this point in considerable quan- 
tity. Besides this trade, 3,149 maunds of C'is-Indus salt were 
consigned to the Grhazi Ghat terminus of the railway, in the 
Muzaffargarh district, and just opposite the Dera Ghazi ithan 
mart. This quantity probably also passed over the river for 
consumption in the country on the right hank. My latest in- 
formation shows that the southern portion of this district, com- 
prised within the Rajanpur sub-division, has been completely 
occupied by Cis-Indus salt, to the exclusion of the salt of the 
Koliat mines, which was formerly in general consumption in 
that direction. 


Though these indications are favourable, yet there is still 
a difference, ranging from 12 to 15 annas a maund, in the 
prices of Koliat and Cis-Indus salt along the line of the Indus, 
from Attock to the north down to Isakhel in the Dera Ismail 
Khan district to the south. Tliese differences constitute a 
danger to the revenue, and it will he my duty to ivatch this 
section of the river carefully, in order to detect any smugglino- 
which may at any time he resorted to. 

23. TJie receipts and charges and the net revenue of the 
Kohat salt mines for the iiast four years will he found in the 
following table : — 


Vear. 

Tlccfipls. 


CImrges. 


Ket 

revenue* 

QainlUy 
of enlt 
Rold* 

Collections. 

Tstablisli- 
tnont nnC 
conlxn« 
gencics. 

Percentage 
to mnlikp, 
Ac. 

Total. 


Milj. 

n>. 

Ej. 

lis. 

Ha. 

Ra. 



2,32,003 

37,841 

23,14 1 

00,085 

1,71,018 

3se:-?o 

7|S5, 170 

3,03,100 

30,001 

31,818 

70,833 

2,37,213 

ifoc-r- 

4.?C,170 

3,P3,4C1 

03,3.30 

37,020 

03,203 

1,02,100 

1W7.C3 


D,03,TSt 

80,301 

39,103 

1.13, B20 

3,83,033 


I lie sales oi lue year uiuier review were much below tlios 
of the three preceding yearly periods. Tlic trade of 1804-9^ 
at the-cight anna rale of duty, was normal. Dnrim-- 1895 9 
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it became known to traders, earners and others that an increase 
in the duty was in contemplation, a rash Mms made to lay in 
stocks, and sales were abnormally heavy in consequence. 
Early in 1896-97, the Government of India decided upon rais- 
ing the duty from eight annas to two rupees a Lahori mannd 
of 102^ lbs. and the measure was carried out with effect from" 
the 13th July 1896, a month’s notice of the enhancement being 
given. The rush for salt, which commenced during 1895-9G, 
continued during 1896-97, down to the date on which the higher 
rate of duty took effect. Maunds 4,9.5,432 were disposed of at 
the eight anna rate of duty between the 1st April and 12th July 
1896. From the 13th July 1896 to the end of the year 1896-97, 
the trade of the mines was practically at a stand-still, as only 
738 maunds of salt were issued at the higlier rate of duty of 
two rupees a Labor! maund. Trade gradually revived during 
the year under report, but was unable to return entirely to its 
normal course. The frontier war not only closed the markets 
beyond the border for a time, but caused a scarcity of carriage ; 
the stocks of salt purchased at the lower rate of duty, and stored 
in the country !r;’a7is-Indus, were not inconsiderable ; and to a 
certain extent Kohat salt was displaced along the line of the 
Indus river by 6h's-Indus salt. These remarks show that the 
past three years have been abnormal ones. Comparing them 
with the three years immediately preceding, the figures of sales 
work out as follows : — 


1892 03 


• *4 

**• 

• •• 

JfnBrds. 
... 0,23,931 

IBOa-Oi 

• M 

«*• 



... 5,90,285 

1804-05 


... 

... 

... 

... 5,9i,497 

1893-90 

««« 



Avonigo 

... 

... 0,01,921 

7, 8, >,470 

1890 97 


... 



... 4,90,170 

1897-93 

♦«» 

... 

... 

... 

... 3,22,104 





Average 

... 5,34,081 


Taking the normal sales at about six lakhs of maunds 
annually, the average of the past three years falls below tliat 
quantity by about 70,000 maunds. Taking into consideration 
that the trade was without doubt impeded by the war on the 
frontier, tiie existence of old stocks and the advance of Cis- 
Indus salt along the line of the river Indus, I am of opinion 
that the sales of the year under report may be considered satis- 
factory. Stocks of old salt have now become exhausted to a 
very great extent, and the only factors which may affect the 
trade of the current year are, economy on the part of consumers 
in the use of an .article of higher value than in the past, and 
the advance in the consumption of Gis-Indus salt along the line 
of the river Indus. About 70,000 maunds of Kohat salt have 
issued during the first three months of the current yc.ar, com- 
pared with about 89,000 maunds during the same period of 
3 894-9.5, the last normal year. The trade of these mines is 
most brisk during the winter, and it is thereforo as yet too 
early to submit a forecast Of the sales of 1898-99. 

The increase in the revenue of the mines during the past 
year was of course entirely due to salt having issued at the 
higher rate of duty. 

The charges during the year under report amounted to 
Es. 1.19,829, compared with Its. 93,265 dnring 1896-97, or an 
iucre.ase of Rs. 26,564. This was owing to the addition of 4 
officers and 182 men made to the establishment during 1896-97 
having had full effect upon the charges of the past year, and to 
an increase in the percentage paid to maliks and others. The 
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net rcveime of tlie mines for the past year exceeds that 
of 1896-97 by Ks. 2,83,759, though the quantity of salt 
issued was smaller. This is of course due to the whole of 
the salt sold during 1897-98 having paid the higher rate of 
duty, while that duty was levied upon only 738 maunds dur- 
ing 1896-97. 

I may mention here that during the current year, the 
Government of India have decided upon the transfer of the 
Kohat mines to the charge of this Department. This decision 
is embodied in letter No. 2462S.R., dated the 1st June. 1898, 
from the Government of India, Department of Finance and 
Commerce, to the Government of the Panjdb. 

The Deputy Commissioner of Kohat has been gazetted as 
ex officio a Deputy Commissioner of Salt Revenue, and will 
correspond directly with me on all matters connected with the 
administration of the mines. 


24. The issues of salt from the different mines in the 
Kohat district during the past four years are shown in the 
table below : — 


Kamo of Depot. 

1894.95. 

1S05-9G. 

189B-97. 

1897-98. 


Mds. 

Mda. 

Mda. 

Mda. 

..a ... 

Itiulgin ... ... 

Narri 

Ivlmrmk ... 

Bilsadui KUel ... ... 

2,41,332 

1,44,794 

34,192 

92,842 

1,08,367 

8,10,020 

1,02,985 

29,390 

1,34,090 

1,49,270 

2,04,831 

1,34,209 

34,021 

40,325 

82,721 

1,26,76S 

94,099 

14,109 

32,718 

61,720 

Total ... 

6,91,497 

7,85,470 

4,00,170 

3,22,404 


The decrease in the trade of the year under report, the 
causes of which have been dealt with in the preceding para- 
graph, affected all of the mines adversely. 

Jatta.— q’he quarries are the most important of the group. 
Compared with 1896-97, there was a decrease in issues of 
78,076 maunds. The trade routes followed by carriers of salt 
from Jatta are, (1) via Tori into the Kurram valley, (2) vid 
Mamiklicl to Hangii and Thai, (3) vid Lachi to Kohat and to 
Peshawar .md beyond vid the Khyber Pass, and (4‘) along the 
Kbusbalgarh road to Peshawar, Swat, and Buncr. 

J/cZ. 7 ju.— Tlicsc quarries arc tlie next in importance. 
Compared with 189G-97, there was a decrease of 40,170 
maunds in the tr.adc of the past year. The principal market 
is Peshawar, the trade route followed being that through the 
Kohat Pass. This line of traffic supplies the Jowaki Afridis. 
The second trade route follows the Kohra road. By this line, 
Peshawar is within six inarches of Malgin, vid Nilab and 
Kaoshera ; the trade of Swat, Buner, Agror, and Baianr 
striking off to the northward at Naoshera. 


ATirri.— Under the orders of the Panjdb Government 
these quarries were permanently closed with effect from the 

less than those 

of 1 896-9 ( hy 19,912 maunds. 


A/mrrflt.— The sales of the past year fell below those of 
1896-97 hy only 7,607 maunds— a comparatively good result 
These quarries arc resorted to by several clans of Powindahs' 
who distribute salt over the Dcrajat during the winter and 
convey consignments into Afghanistan on the approach of 
BUiimier, the trade route running vid U'onk. 


Bahadur Khcl . — The sales here were less 
of 189C-97 hy 28,001 maunds. These quarries 
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abont five miles of the "Waziristan border, and the trade isprin- REVIEW BY sections. 
cipally ■\yitb localities across the border, in Afghanistan, Wa- EOHAT MiKES- 
ziristan, and the Afridi Tirah. 


Salt issues from all the quarries in rough irregular frag- 
ments, but at Bahadur Khcl and Kbarrak rectangular blocks 
arc also in demand. These latter arc from five to six inches in 
thickness and from a foot upwards in length and breadth, and 
they weigh from 15 seers to one maund. This shape facilitates 
I)acking on animals for transport over rough mountain roads. 

The bookings of the trade of the past year were as fol- 
lows : — 


To PcslmiTftr ••• 

To AfgbanUtnn and Waitriaten 
To Bwat and Hniicr 
To Kobut district ... 

To Hannu district ... 

To tbo Dcrajat 
Local eaUs 


Ifdi. 

... ... 2, J 2,644 

79,619 

... ... 76,967 

... ... 20,623 

... ... 23,443 

••• ... 25,824 

... ... 8.28G 

Total 3.22,401 


Of tbo salt booked to marts in British territory, a large 
proportion was probably exported across the border eventually, 
particularly in the case of the mart of Peshawar. 

Pack animals are exclusively used for the removal of salt 
from the Kohat mines. The following arc comparative statis- 
tics of the animals employed during the past two years : — 


lfi9C-97 1807-98. 

Cttmol..,, ... ... ... 37,093 35,287 

23blloclc8 ... ... ... 05,157 30,612 

DonkcjB ... ,.. _ 07,35 9 29,700 

Total ... 1,70.179 95,505 


As I have already remarked, there was scarcity of car- 
riage during the past year owing to thd operations on the frontier. 


25. The Kohat mines arc situate not far from the border, 
and owing to the disturbances on the frontier, the othcers and 
men passed through a most trying time during the year under 
report. One guard post was rushed^ at night by the tribesmen, 
and a havildar and a sepoy were killed. Efforts were made 
by the Mullahs to seduce the meu from their duty, but without 
effect. The extensive outcrops of rock salt, scattered over a 
billy and difficult country, were efficiently guarded, and all of 
the work at the mines was carried on uninterruptedly. The 
Deputy Commissioner of Kohat has informed me that the suc- 
cessful administration of the mines during a difficult year, was 
owing to the capacity shown by Mr. McGowan, Assistant 
Commissioner, and Mr. Carter, Snperintendent, and the devo- 
tion to duty evinced by their subordinates. 


26. The following sfatcraent shows the transactions of 
the past four years at the salt mines in the Mandi State : — 
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Eb. 

F.S. 

Rs. 

na. 

IlB. 

Ub. 

lU. 

1891-95 

1,41,887 

40,246 

1,04,641 

s,r>5i 

825 

0,370 

S0.870 

1805-9G 

1,54.408 

42,016 

1.11,582 

8,8S2 

809 

9,6S2 

33,231 

1896-97 

1.41.031 

33,175 

1,01,850 

0,389 

1,065 

7.161 

31,721 

3897-03 

1,40A12 

38,948 

1,01,264 

C,6jO 

1,037 

7,677 

31,271 
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The realizations of the year under report fall helow those 
of 189G-97 hy Es. 819, and are the lowest recorded ahove. 
This decrease was owing to less of the salt of these mines 
having hcen consumed in British territory. 

A charge of Ec. 1-2-0 a maund is levied on all salt 
issued. This charge includes price and duty, and it is divided 
in the proportion of thirteen annas to the Edja of Mandi and 
five annas to the British Government. Out of the total receipts 
of Es. 1,40,212, the share of the Edja amounted to Es. 1,01,264 
and that of the British Government to Es. 8 8,948. This last 
item was charged with the cost of the departmental establish- 
ment at the mines, leaving a net revenue of Es. 31,271. 

Under the head of charges there was a slight increase of 
Es. 223 during the year, as compared with 1896-97. This was 
owing to a Superintendent of higher rank having been posted to 
the mines during the latter half of the past year. 

27. The statement below shows the quantities of salt sold 
at the Mandi mines during the past four years, and the consign- 
ments to British territory and to Native States : — 


4. 

I oar. 



For export 
to 

Brittali 

territory. 

Tor Bale 
in 

Naitvo States. 

1 

Total. 




1 

Mils. 

Hds. 

Hdt. 

1891-05 


t** 

... 

74,080 

54,709 

1,28,789 

1895-95 


• •• 

«*• 

83,174 

54,167 

1,37,331 

189C-97 

• •• 

• •• 


75,310 

60,043 

1,23,351 

1897-93 


... 

... 

71,352 

53,280 

1,24,032 


The total sales of the year arc the lowest recorded in the 
table. They fall below those of 1896-97 by maunds 729, and 
are less than those of 1895-96 and 1894-95 by maunds 12,699 
and maunds 4,157, respectively. 

Appendix VI of this report shows tlie distribution of 
Iilandi mines salt to areas of consumption in British territory 
and Native States. 


Of the bookings to British territory, aggregating maunds 
71,352, maunds 53,137 were consigned to Kaiigra, maunds 16,861 
to Kulu, and maunds 1,354 to the Simla district. There was a 
decrease in the trade of maunds 2,818 with Kangra, of maunds 
1,134 with Kulu, and of maunds 12 with Simla— a total falling 
off of maunds 3,964. The Kangra district was supplied with 
maunds 48,012 from the mine at Guma, and maniuls 4 525 
from flic more distant one at Drang, Kulu obtained maunds 
la, 846 from Drang, and only 1,015 maunds from Guraa. The 
trade with the Simla district, maunds 1,3.54, was sunnlied 
from Drang. The trade with Simla has shown a tendciiCT to 
decrease for some time pa.st, owing probahlv to tlie advance of 
Pnnjnh mines rock salt into the l.iJls from ihe Kalka lemhnm 
of the Dehli-Umlmlla-Kalkn Eaihvav. Tlie falliii"- off in tlic 
trade with Kangra and Kulu is said to have been ovvino- to the 
latcno.ss of the harvcf.t preventing head-load men from visitine- 
the minc.s and to the grain trade witii Knlu being slack in con 
sequence of the prices prevailing not yielding a nmigin if nj-o'- 
fit. 


The booking.^ to Native States aggregated .5n,2.'-Tj maunds 
Of this quantify, 1-1,060 maunds were supplied from Guma and 
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inaunds 39,220 from Drang. The following figares show the EEVIEWBYSECTIOSS- 
trade with the different States : — MANDI EINES- 


Stales, 

S.alos 

of 

1890-07. 

Fftlea 

of 

1S97-0S. 

BifTercnce. 




nidi. 

itds. 

5Ids. 

Snlcct 

Bampiir Bislnhr 
Clmmba 

... 


34.009 

7i57t 

3,7oO 

3,C02 

120 

37,0.35 

7,588 

3,020 

4.040 

01 

+ 2,120 
•HI 
+ 170 
+931 
-29 

\ 

Total 

... 

60,015 

1 

+ 3,233 


The increase in the trade with ifandi was large. Probably 
stocks were laid in for future use. The larger exports to Ram- 
pur Bishahr are said to have been owing to the passes having 
heen open longer than usual in consequence of a mild winter. 
Goats are principally used for the transport of salt into this 
State. The trade with Ohamha has always been small and 
is declining. This is no doubt due to advancing consumption 
of rock salt from the Panjdb Mines Division. 


There is no wheeled traffic at the Mandi mines, 
issued is removed on pack animals or in head-loads, 
lowing arc figures of the carriage employed 

Camclfi 
Jtnlcs 
liuUorka 
I’onica 
Donkoj'S 
Goals 

Head-loads 


The salt 
The fol- 


CIO 

7, cos 

32,810 
7,763 
a, 880 
!>,722 


Of the total of 1,24,G32 maunds of salt sold, 63,G87 maunds 
issued from the Guma quarry and GO, 945 from that of Drang. 
The Guma quarry was worked fairly well during the year. 
Landslips occurred at intervals and slotiped work, but not for 
more than a couple of days at a time. The quarry forms 
* ii section of the bed of the gorge, and the supply of salt ap- 
pears ample. At Drang, salt is obtained under greater difiicul- 
ties than at Guma. It is quarried from a level below flic bed 
of thc'gorgc, and during the year work was so impeded by 
water that the trade could not be supplied regularly. The 
Department is not responsible for the working of these quarries, 
and any decrease in the trade causes no loss to Government, 
as any deficiency in the supply is met by rock salt from the 
Panjiib mines. The quarrie.s were visited sever.al times during 
the year by the Superintcudent of the Raja of Mandi. 

28, The statement below shows the gross receipts, the 
fixed and contingent charges, and the net revenue of tlie Sul- 
tanpur Salt Works during the past and three preceding 
TCar.s : — 


Tear. 

I Gross receipt*. 

CIj argot. 

Xct 

tcvcauc. 

duty. 

i Haltimi 

1 ccss. 

1 

MUcdla* 

neons. 

Total. 

j 

Fitcd. 

I 1 

Contin- ! 
gont. 

1 

Tolal. j 

1 


i ns. 

Us. 

El. 

Us. 

m. 

r.5. ; 

Et. 

111. 

1S91-03 ... 

2,30,533 

8,387 1 

CS9 

2,}5,.710 , 

10.104 

1.924 ; 

1.8,023 i 

2.27, -482 

1S93-90... 

2,70,833 

7,801 

68 

2“P.2:»t ' 

15,305 

2.351 i 

18.059 


1890-97 ... 

2,79,093 

1.748 

13 i 

3,SM6t 

16.071 

3.337 ! 

19.305 

i 2,02,110 

1S97-9S ... 

2,00,074 

1.249 

17 1 

2.01,340 

13,C4)9 

1,743 

17,332 

j 1,83,988 
r 
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Down to the end of 1896-97, the revenue of these works 
was steadily progressive, and it was hoped that this improve- 
ment would continue. During the year under review, however, 
there was a large decrease of Its. 80,114: compai'ed witli 
1896-97, and the figures are helow those of 1895-96 and 
1894-95 also, hy Rs. 76,914 and Rs. 44,170 respectively. 
This decrease in receipts has of course been due to a smaller 
quantitj' of salt having been excised during the past year, and 
the causes which have led to this result will be fully explained 
in the next paragraph. As regards the details, under the head of 
receipts, it may be explained that the falling off in the revenue 
derived from the Hakimi cess during 1896-97 and 1897-98, as 
compared with 1894-95 and 1895-96, is owing to the rate of the 
cess having been reduced from varying amounts (one anna and 
nine pies to six pies) to one uniform charge of three pies a 
maund with effect from the 7th of January 1896. 

• Compared with 1896-97, there was a decrease of Rs. 
1,956 in the expenditure incurred at the works during the 
year. This difference was owing, partly to ordinary minor 
fluctuations under fixed and contingent charges, and also to 
Pachotra payments under the latter head having been smaller 
than usual owing to the reduction of the Hakimi cess. 


29. Statistics of stocks, manufacture and sales at the Sul- 
tanpur Salt Works during the past four years will be found in 
the following statement : — 


Tear. 

Stoc)>- fit the 
coinfnencc* 
ment of the 
jear. 

Mnuufactnro 
(lonn^ the 
ycAr* 

Sold dar- 
ing Ibo 
year. 

Stock in 
hand at tlic 
close o£ the- 
year. 



H(] 3 . 

Mds. 

aids. 

Mds. 

1801-05 ... 


537 

1 , 00,185 

91,014 

6,403 

1800-00 ... 

... 

C, 10 S 

1 , 19,302 

1 , 08,133 

17,007 

180 C -07 ... 

• •• 

17,007 

1 , 19,494 

1 , 11,877 

25,284 

1807-08 ... 

1 

25,281 

08,485 

(a) 80,093 

13,070 


The quantity of salt manufactured during the year fell 
below the outturn of 1896-97 by 51,009 maunds, and is the 
lowest recorded in the table. The past year was a most un- 
favourable one for these salt works. During the hot season, 
wlien manufacture is always most brisk, storms occurred very 
frequently, and salt lying in the evaporation pans was injured 
.and greatly depreciated in v.aluc by dust being deposited upon 
it. Besides this, manufacture was impeded from the very com- 
mencement of the year. Owing to scarcity .and high prices 
prevailing all over the country when the time for manufacture 
arrived, capital which used to be invested in the works was 
diverted to the grain trade. The tiglifness of the money 
market -accentuated this difficulty and advances of funds were 
liard to obtain. Added to this, there were persistent rumours 
that the branch railway to Farakhnagar was about to be 
clo.scd, and men with c.a])i(al wore most reluctant to lay it out 
on flic s.aU works. This caution was not nncallcd for, as at 
the beginning of December 1897, notice was issued by the 
Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway to the effect that 
the Farakhnagar branch would bo closed for traffic from the 
1st January 1898. There was then a stock of .about 30,000 
maumls of salt lying on the M orks, which could not be disimsed 
of and removed at such short notice, and wliicli nas practically 

to) Ir.cl=.J« wB.topf Oisui)!!. C3, ~ ~ 
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valueless villiout the facilities for removal to areas of con- REVIEWBYSECIIOKS. 

sumption aftorded by the railway. Ilis Honour the Lieutenant- 

Governor of the P.anjdb visited the town of Farakbnagar at 

about this time, and in consequence of action taken by His 

Honour, the notice of closure was withdrawn and a deci^^ion 

on the question has been postponed until the 30th of June 

1900. Though this is satisfactory in the interests of the 

works, yet the indnstry has received a sliock from which it 

may be diflicult for it to recover. Down to the close of 1896-97, 

it was .slowly, but steadil}’’, progressive. During the year 

under review there was a sudden decadence, only 38 factories 

having worked compared with 48 during 1896-97. 

Maunds 80,030 of salt were excised from the works during 
the year underreport, compared with maunds 1,11.877 during 
1896-97, or a very large decrease of maunds 31,847. The 
causes which atfccted manufacture prejudicially had a similar 
effect upon sales. To a great extent, purchases of salt are 
made on tlie principle of time bargains. Manufacturers and 
traders enter into contracts under which quantities of salt arc 
supplied within certain periods. During the past year, the 
persistent rumours of the closure of the railway resulted in 
caution on the part of traders in their dealings in Sultanpuri 
salt. As I have already mentioned, notice of closure was 
actually given with a very short period of grace, and though 
this was ultimately withdrawn, the circumstance had full 
effect on the trade. Taking everything into consideration, I 
think the trade of the year was fairly good. It has received 
a shock, and it remains to be seen whether confidence will be 
re-established. 

30. The following statement shows the prices at which sciiiDg price at iiiovrotii. 
salt was sold at the Sultanpur Tforks during the past year, * 

as compared with 189G-97 : — 


Year. 

One anna 
to ondcr 
tlirco 

Three 
to under 
four. 

Fonr 
to under 

1 fi\c. 

Five 
to under 
eix. 

i 

Six to 
umlcr 
eight. 

Total. 


Mds. 

Jlds. 

irds. 

Mds. ' 

JIds. 

Md*. 

XSOO-ST ... ... 1 

27,890 

30,581 

52,933 

4C3 

... 

1,11,677 

1S97-0S ... 

27,821 

20,919 

23,905 

810 

1»575 

80,030 


At the lowest range of prices, the sales of both years arc 
about the same. The decrease which has ocenrred in quan- 
tities sold at from three to five annus a maund has followed 
the falling off in the trade. This decrease shows the effect 
which the contemplated closure of the i-ailway had upon the 
trade of the principal salt factories. The salt sold at the 
lowest rates was the produce of the clusters of works at Zahid- 
pur and Sadrana. The trade of the former is principally 
road traffic, while the latter is situated close to the main line 
of the Rajputiina-Malwa Railway. Owing to this, these 
works would bo less affected than others by the closure of the 
branch railway, and their salt retained its v.alue fairly well 
during the year. The best salt is produced at the Mubarik- 
pur and Sultanpur clusters, and the quantity manufactured is 
large. These works are entirely dependent upon the Farakh- 
nagar railway for carriage, and the contemplated closure of 
that branch caused a fall in the value of the salt manufactured 
upon them. 
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31, Tlic statement Tielow shows the distrihntion of the 
trade of the Sultaupur Salt AYorks during the past year and 
the three preceding it — 


DislribnUon of exports. 

IS91.!)5. 

1895-96. 

1390.97. 

1397-93. 

Mailvay Traffic. 


Jfds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

To Delhi ,s, 

IKorth-Wrstcm Dailw.iy 

Dnst Indian yinilway... ... 

Kohilkhand and Knnmon Rniltvay ... 

Oudii and JlchUl^hand Knihray ... ... 

Dneknow-Hne Bareli- Iknares Uailway 
K«nnri-rcro 2 cpur Branch, Bajpotann-MaUva 
Kaihray, 

I,8i0 

c,ssi 

G9,8S9 

11,580 

1,200 

100 

7,174 

7S.18S 

9,871 

270 

1,5S0 

15 

197 

6,401 

81,4G3 

12,199 

716 

'6'.345 
52.814 
14 041 
795 

Total 


91,3DG 

97,148 

1.01,033 

73,993 

Traffic, 

To Punjab ... 

„ North-Western Provinces 


1,17,3 

2,550 

1,456 

0,525 

2,G-U 

7,091 

1,395 

3,501 

• Total 

... 

8,722 

10,931 

10,338 

4,899 

Gr.AKDToTli. 

»«• 

95,118 

1,03,129 

1,11,370 

78,892 


There -were no hookings to Delhi d-uring the year. Former 
consignments were not for local consumption, hut were re-hook- 
cd onwards as the exigencies of the market demanded. The 
trade has now steadied, and salt is sent direct to areas of con- 
sumption. 

^ Nbrf/i-TFesfem Railway, — There was a slight 'falling 
off in the trade of this line, due to ordinary fluctuations of 
traffic ; 425 iuaunds were sent to Meerut, for use in the manu- 
facture of soap hy the North-West Soap Company, and 5,920 
maunds were consigned to Sahardupur. The whole of this 
latter quantity was sent to Dehra Diin for consumption in that 
district and on the hills north of Dehra. Tliis trade is very 
steady, and appears to be likely to continue so. 

East Indian Railioay. — ^The salt carried over this line 
was all consigned to Gawnporc. The figures show a decrease 
of 28,049 in the trade of the past year, as compared with 1896-97. 
Sultanpuri salt is not consumed at Cawnpore or in any part 
of the country west of the river Ganges. It is first hooked 
to Cawnpore in order that a specially favourable railway 
rate to that mart may be taken advantage of, and is thence dis- 
tributed to areas of consumption in Oudh. The decrease- v^hich 
occurred in the trade was partly owing to the scarcity in parts 
of the country wlicrc the salt is consumed, and also to the 
causes explained in the paragraph immediately preceding which 
affected the trade generally. 

Rohilkhand-Kumaun Railway. — ^Thc traffic on this line 
show.s a satisfactory increase. Salt was hooked to five stations. 
Ihc principal trade was with Pilibln't, whence the salt is 
exported to the Tarai country and to the foothills of the Hima- 
layas. The trade with this line promises to continue steady, 

Encknow-Rac Bareli-Benarcs-Ra ilway- — There have been 
no direct bookings over thi.s line during the past two years. 
\\ ith a view to taking advantage of special railway ra.tcs, the 
trnuers find it more profitable to book first to Cawnpore and 
than to re-book to Eae Bareli. 
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Road traffic . — This decreased largely both in the Panjdb REVIEW BY SECTIONS 
and the North-Western Provinces. The PanjAh trade was with sultanpur SALT 
the districts of G-nrgaon, Rolitak, and Delhi, and it fell otf WORKS- 
generally. The trade of • the North-Western Provinces was 
with the Moradahad, Bijnor, and Pilibhit districts, and the 
decrease in the traffic w'as with the first two of these. The 
falling otf is attributable to the scarcity which prevailed. 

32. The following statement shows the gross realizations, SAMBHAR. 
the fixed and contingent charges, and the net revenue of the R«:c>pu,chjrgc«, Manet 
Sambhar Lake Division during the past four years : — menne. 


Gross realizations. 


Cbargcs, 


Year. 

1 

lExclso duty 

1 on salt. 

Sale 

prici*. 


Es. 

Rs. 

1894-95 

1,00,54,015! 

10,97,448 

1895-9G 

92,89,435' 

9,28,943 

1890-97 

98,15,523' 

9,79,304 

1897-98 j 

1,02,40,099 

10,23,800 


Jtisccl- 

lancona. 

Total, 

Fixed, 

Ra. 

Ks. 

lU. 

32,773 

1,11,84,200 

1 

1,23,550 

14,931 

1,02,33,3001,30,909 

19,013 

1 

1,08,13,8121,15,030 

27,500 

l,12,90,405|l,07,9G3 


Conlin* 

gent. 

Total, 

Net reve- 
nue. 

Ks. 

Bs. 

Ks. 

2,53,232 

3,78,788 

1,03,05,478 

2,21,471 

3,52,380 

03,60,929 

2,00,282 

3,21,912 

1,04,91,930 

1,39,182 

2,47,143 

1,10,52,320 


The gross revenue of the year is the highest recorded in 
the table. It exceeds that of 1896-97 by Rs. 4,85,623, and the 
figures of 1895-06 and 1894-95 by Rs, 10,66,156 and Rs. 
1,15,199, respectively. This increase occurred under all heads 
of revenue : Rs. 4,30,574 under excise duty on salt, Rs. 46,556 
under sale price, and Rs. 8,493 under miscellaneous collections. 
It was of course the result of a larger quantity of salt having 
been sold, and the causes which led to this will be dealt with 
when sales arc being commented upon. 

Compared with 1896-97, the total charges for the year 
show a decrease of Rs. 74,767, and are the lowest recorded in 
the table. 

There was a decrease of Rs. 7,667 in the expenditure under 
fixed charges. Apart from minor savings, which do not call 
for remark, this difference was owing to the Assistant Commis- 
sioner having been on long leave during a part of the year, and 
the officiating officer having draw'n a smaller salary, to Superin- 
tendents of lower grades having been posted to the Division, 
and to the temporary establishment having been maintained 
at a lesser strength. 

Under contingencies there was a decrease during the year 
of Rs. 67,100. The principal items which contributed to this 
result were — 

(1) Rs. 46,937 under the head of manufacture of salt, 
due to smaller production during the year ; (2) 
Rs. 14,556 under through traffic charges, owing to 
the expenditure of 1896-97 having been abnor- 
mally high in connection with the cost of a shed 
for traders’ bags ; (3) Rs. 2,934 under petty cons- 
truction and repairs of buildings, due to postpone- 
ment of building work ; and (4) Rs. 2,254 under 
compensation for dearness of food-grain to sub- 
ordinates, in consequence of more favourable 
prices of grain ruling during the year. 

Deducting charges, the net revenue of the Division during 
the year under review' amounted to Rs. 1,10,52,320, compared 
with Rs. 1,04,91,930 in 1896-97, or an increase of Rs. 5,60,390. 
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33. The statement below shows the quantities of salt 
manufactured and sold during each of the past t6n years end- 
ing with 1897-98: — 


Tear. 

Quantity of salt 
manufactured. 

Quantity of salt 
sold. 

18S8*89 ••• ••• ••• 

1889*90 ... 

1890*91 ••• ••• **• 

1891*92 *** *** *** *** 

1892*93 ••• ••• 

1893*9-i ••• 

l&94*0i) <■* ••• ••• ••• ••* 

1695*9G ••• *•• 

189G*97 ••• ••• 

1897*98 •«* ••• *•« 

Mds. 

CO, 48, 159 
20,42,200 
58,93,453 
84,42,109 
90,006 
44,51,154 
70,36,010 
61,29,304 
80,8&,846 
18,31,029 

Mds. 

35,90,049 

38.34,805 

42,82,230 

45,67,912 

51,09,001 

27,95,141 

40,31,618 

37,15,774 

39,31,210 

41,03,440 


The past year was a very poor one for manufacture. The 
rainfall was deficient, the brine was inferior, and other condi*' 
tions, which will be described further on, were most unfavour- 
able. The quantity of salt obtained during 1896-97 was 
small, but the outturn of the year under review is less than 
the figures of that period by maunds 12,58,217. Taking the 
ten years of the table together, the average yearly outturn 
amounts to maunds 39,05,353, and this exceeds the quantity 
produced during the past year by maunds 20,73,724._ Full 
particulars on this important subject will be found in the 
paragraphs which follow. 


Sales were very satisfactory. The average of the ten 
years amounts to maunds 39,96,778, and the figures of the past 
year exceed this quantity by maunds 1,06,662 ; while as com- 
pared with 1896-97, an excess appears of maunds 1,72,230. 


34. Statistics of the rainfall at the Sambhar Lake during 
the ten years which ended with 1897-98, appear in the follow- 
ing table : — 


Year. 

’u 

< 

A 

e: 

Juno- 

July. 

August. 

Soptcrabor, 

October. 

U 

o 

B 

o 

u 

o 

Dcccmbor, 

Janunry. j 

February. 

O 

1. 

c9 

Total. 

O s} 

S* 

ra 

a 

Xi a* 
2 *2 

1688-89 

0-47 

... 

0'23 

4 39 

14-19 

0-44 

0-17 

0-44 

*•. 

0 34 

1-20 

0 34 

22 27 

48 

1889-90 

0-21 

1-53 

2'GS 

5-07 

12 05 


0-01 


... 

... 

... 

0-54 

22-09 

50 

1690-91 

... 

• *> 

0-90 

3-85 

4-11 

1-15 

0-13 

0-01 

031 

0 97 

... 

0 00 

12-09 

45 

1891-92 

0-01 

0-25 

0 70 

3-83 

3-79 

2-10 

0-33 

... 

... 

0-83 

0-02 

... 

11-89 

47 

1892-93 


000 

1-GD 

10-50 

12-24 

13-98 

... 

... 

0-09 

0-80 

0-64 

0-31 

40-81 

09 

1SD3-91 

... 

2*2^ 

2-34 

10-27 

0-05 

3 83 

0-02 

1-76 

0-12 

0-48 

... 

... 

27-08 

60 

1894-95 

... 

1-76 

3 03 

802 

0-13 

2 97 

... 

... 

3-04 

0-07 

ooc 

0-35 

27-22 

70 

1895-00 

0-57 

O-OC 1-27 

■1-87 

8-30 

0-34 

... 

... 

0-10 

0(44 

O-OG 

0-02 

15-03 

41 

1690-97 

... 

0-9l|2-C0 4-74 

2-40 

2-95 

0-20 

1-17 

0-12 

.... 

0 03 

0-03 

1518 

■44 

1697-93 

oi: 

0-14jCH)7j 0-21 

0-10 

1-29 

0-45 

0-00 

000 

0-02 

0-53 

0 00 

14-90 

49 


In my last annual report, I showed tliat the rainfall of 
1896-97 was very unfavourable to manufacture. That of the 
Fast year was still more so. Only 13-60 inches of rain fell dur- 
three monsoon months of July', August, and September 
18.97, and the latter half of the year, the cold season, was 
practirally rainless and very dry. The rain which fell was 
so distributed over the finrroundin'g country, that the two rivers 
^\b!ch flow into the Lake were never in full flood, and they 
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contriLntecl but little uratcr to form the supply of brine u-liicli REVIEWBY SECTIONS. 

was needed. The monsoon rains of 1805 and 1896 were cscep- SAMBHAR. 

tionally light and badly distributed, the Lake Avas very dry 

during the first three months of the year under review, and 

the eftcct of the deficiency in the fall of the monsoon of 1897 

Avas therefore greater than it AA’ould otherwise haA'c been under 

more favourable antecedent circumstances. And not only Avas 

the accumulation of water in the Lake small, but the dry 

AA-eathcr which followed the monsoon caused it to evaporate 

Avith great rapidity. 

For the production of good salt in large quantities, it is 
necessary, not only that the rainfall should be good, but that 
its distribution over the surrounding country should be such 
as to cause the rivers to come doAA-n in flood and so fill the 
Lake to a sufficient depth. It is also necessary for the forma- 
tion of good brine, that the A\*atcr so accumulated should be 
agitated by strong Avinds, in vicAV to the salt crust, AA'hich 
forms on the bed of the lake in a dry season, being dissolved, 
and to chloride of sodium being taken up in solution from the 
surface stratum of the lake bed, in the mud of Avhich it is pre- 
sent in mechanical admixture. 

, All of these favourable conditions were absent during the 
past year, AA'hich Avas, I regret to say, one of the most un- 
favourable on record. 

35. The statement beloAV shows the quantities of the Bcl&U of varictici of silt 
different descriptions of salt Avhich were manufactured at the manufociured. 
Sambhar Lake during the past and three preceding years : — 


liletVotl oi TTianufftcturc. 

1894-05. 

ISOo-OO. 

1890.97. 

18D7.03. 

Wfttlctl encloRorca .♦« 4,/ 

lo on tlio Itiko cJgo *«• 

extraction 

TottJ 

Mds. 

4I,5S,47.'> 

22,15,918 

6,G0,C23 

Aids. 

83,82,513 
9,20,51 1 
0,20,217 

Mds. 

2C,40,4S4 

4,00,236 

•1.3,150 

2Ids. 

10.00,120 

1,81,009 

47,4!'i 

70.33,010 

51.29,301 

1 

30,89,810 

18,31,029 


The results of the manufacture of the past year arc most 
unsatisfactory. The figures shoAving the total quantity of 
salt produced are the lowest of the four yearly periods. They 
fall below those of 1896-97, Avhich was considered a bad year, 
by maunds 12,58,217, and arc less tbiin those of 1895-96 .and 
1894-95 by maunds 32,97,675 and maunds 52,03,387, rcspec- 
tiv'Cly. In dealing witli rainfall statistics in the last preced- 
ing paragraj)h, I sketched briefly the unfaA'ourablc conditions 
which gave rise to these unsatisfactory results. I will noAV 
enter into further details on the subject. 

During the first three months of the year, not only was the 
lake bed perfectly dry — a result of the deficiency in the mon- 
soon r.ains of 1895 and 1896, — but there was A'cry little of the 
salt crust Avhich usually forms uimn it under such circumstances. 
To the castAvard of the railway embankment Avhich crosses the 
bed of the lake between Sambhar and Gudha, salt crust existed 
for a distance of about a mile, and to the Avest of the embank- 
ment for about four or five miles, in both cases generally far 
from either shore. At the Nawa end of the lake, the crust 
existed only towards the shore under Nawa. This shoAved a 
great deficiency in the visible supply of salt. It seems prob- 
able that oAving to tbc drought and the consequent lowering 
of the spring level, the brine wbich accumulated din-ing tbc 
monsoon of 1896 sank to a great extent into the mud of the 
Ijakc bed, and carried AAifh it the saline matter it held in 
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solution, instead of evaporating and leaving a surface crust of 
salt as usual. 

The monsoon rains commenced during July 1897, and by 
the close of that month a total fall of 6-21 inches had been 
recorded. Rain occurred on twelve days of the month, and the 
fall exceeded an inch on two dates' only. At the end of 
Julv,-the accumulation of water in the Lake was small. "West 
of the railway embankment, it w'as only from five to seven 
inches in depth, though westerly winds were blowing and 
banking it up against the railway ; and the salt crust in some- 
of the walled enclosures, the formation of the previous yeary 
when the salt hardened and so could not be extracted, had not 
dissolved. There was no rain during the first week of August,, 
and as it appeared likely that the monsoon fall would be defici- 
ent, and the density of the Lake had risen to 10° Beaumd, the 
pans of walled enclosure No. 1 at Sarabhar were filled with 
brine. An attempt was made at the same time to fill the pans- 
of the walled enclosure at Nawa, but tlie quantity of brine- 
at that end of the Lake was not sufficiently large for the pur- 
pose. Between the 1st and 13th of August, only 48 cents of 
rain fell, the density of brine in the Lake stood at from 10° to 
13° Beaumd, and in order that no time should be lost, arrange- 
ments were at once made to charge the pans of all the walled 
enclosures at Sambhar. On the 15th and 16th of August, 
129 cents of rain fell, the density of the Lake was reduced to 3° 
Beaumd, and as some brine had accumulated at its w'estern end, 
the cliarging of the walled enclosure at Nawa was commenced. 
At the end of August, the density of the Lake was 4° Beaumd, 
and the total rainfall of the month amounted to only G'lO 
inches. Rain occurred on fifteen dates, on only two of which 
was more tlian one inch registered. The fall was in the nature’ 
of light local showers. By the beginning of September, the 
monsoon was practically over. Some light show-ers, aggregat- 
ing 12.9 cents, fell on six dates of that month, but these had no 
eft'cct upon the Lake. 

During September, strenuous efforts were made to utilize 
fully the small quantity of brine in the Lake. The charging 
of the walled enclosures was carried on without intermissioiv 
and by the close of the month the pans of all of them had been 
filled to their greatest capacity. Enclosures were made in the 
bed of the Lake, damming up the brine, for the iwoduction of 
what may be termed spontaneous salt, and the quantity of brine 
in these, at the time of their construction, would, under ordinary 
circumstances, have yielded a fairly large outturn. And 
arrangements were made for the construction along the Lake 
edge of 3,223 shallow evaporation pans, of which 1,489 had been 
completed and G51 charged with brine by the end of the month. 

Everything that was possible was done. The capacity for 
production of our -walled cnclo.sures is so great, that even 
though the monsoon rainfall had been deficient, I hoped to be 
able to manufacture a fairly large quantity of salt, larger in 
fact than the outturn of 189G-97, and this would have been 
effected if the brine had been as rich in chloride of sodium as it 
is in ordinary years. But the storms and high winds, which 
occur usually at the Lake were markedly absent during the 
6ei\son under review, and the res nit was that the water which 
accumulated in the Ixisin was not sufficiently agitated to allow 
of chloride of sodium being taken up in solution in tlic quantity 
required for the formation of good salt brine. As evaporation 
proceeded in onr works, wc found that the densities recorded 
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liad been the result of tlic solution of inferior salts, and that the 
brine we had collected was distinctly inferior in its capacity for 
the production of common salt. This in itself would hare been 
sufficiently disap])ointing, hut our diffieiilties were intensified 
by the formation in tlic hrinc of a (jelafinons vcffctahle sub- 
stance of a greenish tint in inimciisc quantities. Minute 
forms of vegetatiou, constituting large masses in the aggre- 
gate, always ap])ear in the Lake brine when its density is low ; 
but as its specific gravitj' increases, the vegetation of ordinary 
years is destroyed and floats upon the surface, and can be easily 
removed from our works, the concentrated salt brine becoming 
})crfcctly limpid. The vegetation which appeared during the 
past year was not of this description, and Vo liave never before 
had any experience of it. In its glutinous form it wa.s in in- 
timate admixture with the whole rea.ss of brine, both in the 
Lake and on our works, the concentration of tlie brine did not 
affect it materially, and the consequence was tliat it impeded 
manufacture to a serious extent. The following remarks in 
connection with the production of the different descriptions of 
salt obtained at the Lake will give further information on the 
subject : — 

Walled enclosures. — "Wc have ten of these important works 
at Sainbliar, and a large one at Nawa was completed during the 
first three months of the year under re])ort. By the end of 
September 1897, the pans of all these enclosures had been fill- 
ed with brine to a depth of from 16 to 18 inches, and so charged, 
these works would in an ordinary years have yielded at least 
thirty lakhs of raaniuls of good salt. The actual outturn 
amounted to only 16 lakhs of maunds, compared with nearly 
26^- lakhs in 1896-97, itself a had year, moie than 35:1 lakhs in 
1895-96, and over 41J lakhs during 1894-9-5, Tlic low outturn 
of the past year was entirely duo to the inferiority of the lake 
hrinc, and to the presence of the vegetable matter which I liave 
already 'described. Tlie poverty of tlie brine in cliloride of 
sodium was illustrated in the case of the new walled enclosure 
at Kawn. Nine pans of this work had been completed hefora 
the commencement of the monsoon of 1896. At its' close, these 
were charged with hrinc and yielded an outturn of 7,459 
maunds of salt from every acre of evaporating surface. Dur- 
ing the year under review, the same pans yielded 4,460 maunds 
per acre, and only 3,931 maunds ]ier acre were retained from 51 
new pans. Tlicsc figures show clearly liow very poor the brine 
of the past year was in common salt. The vegetable growth 
I have mentioned affected manufacture in all of the walled 
enclosures, hut more seriously at Samhliar than at Nawa. In 
its gelatinous state, it remained in suspension in the hrinc, 
and could not he separated from it, and it was not materially 
affected as the specific gravity of the hrinc increased. The 
result of this was that much salt prcci])itated in such small 
crysfals, and wms so contaminated hy vegetable matter, that it 
had to he rejected as unsalcahle. Even the salt wliich was 
extracted, 'though it was .«nlcahlc, was poor in qualitj^ both as 
regards size of crj'stal and purif 

Lake edge paiis. — The outturn of these works during the 
year amounted to maunds 1,84,009 only, compared with 4 
"lakhs in 1896-97, 9]- lakhs in 1895-96, and 22 lakhs during 
1894-95. Owing to the inferior quality of the Lake hrinc, 
the outturn from these works during the past year would not 
in any case have been large, hnt the vegetable matter which 
formed in the lake rendered futile all the efforts which were 
made to prodficc a satisfactory quantity of salt. By the 22E.d 
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of October 1897, 897 pans had been constructed and filled 
n’itb brine at the Sambbar end of the Lake. Vcjjetable 
matter then began to form, and all these works had to be 
abandoned. The beds of the pans became covered with a 
glutinous vegetable matter of a dark yellow colour, the con- 
centration of the brine was impeded by the same matter in 
suspension in it, and when salt finally formed it was deposit- 
ed in minute crystals upon a layer of vegetable matter from 
which it could not be separated. Pan manufacture in the 
Sambhar section was a complete failure, not a maund of salt 
having been obtained from 897 pans which had been filled 
with brine. At Gudha also, manufacture west of the railway 
embankment completely failed for the same reason as at 
Sambhar, and 325 pans, which had been constructed along that 
section of the Lake shore, had to be abandoned. East of the 
railway, the small quantity of 24,647 maunds of salt was 
obtained from 149 pans, which were worked until the small 
supply of brine available was exhausted. The brine at the 
Nawa end of the Lake was not so thick with vegetable matter 
as at Sambhar and Gudha, and the Lake edge pans there 
worked with better results. The supply of Lake brine was 
small, but it was supplemented by percolation brine from 
shallow wells and brine channels in the Lake shore, and in this 
manner manufacture was carried on until maunds 1,59,362 
had been produced and stored. Percolation brine is never 
utilized when good Lake brine is available, as the salt obtained 
from it is of poor quality, but the past was an exceptional 
year and inferior produce had to be collected. The salt is, 
however, all saleable, and there will be no difficulty in dispos- 
ing of it. 

Lake salt . — Maunds 47,494 were obtained during the year 
under report, compared with maunds 43,156 during 1896-97, 
nearly 6^- lakhs of maunds in 1895-96, and more than 6i 
lakhs during 1894-95. The small quantities of this descrip- 
tion of salt produced in the past two years show clearly the 
difficulties which we have had to contend ivith in connection 
with mandfacturc during those periods, owing to deficiencies 
in the monsoon rainfall. Every effort was made during the 
past year to produce as much of this description of salt as 
possible. Enclosures were made in the Lake bed, and as much 
brine as possible was collected in these, and under ordinary 
circumstances a fair outturn of salt would have been obtained. 
Results, however, were very disappointing, as not only was 
the brine inferior and impure with vegetation, but in dis- 
appearing it left only a thin film of salt on the surface of tke 
Lake bed. No Lake salt was produced at Sambhar and Nawa. 
At the latter place the supply of brine was insufficient for 
this description of manufacture. In the Sambhar section a 
large cu6losure was made in the bed of the Lake at Japog, 
and this was filled with a depth of brine which would have 
yielded a fairly large quantity of salt under ordinary circum- 
stances. ■ But all the brine in this disappeared,' leaving so 
little salt on the surface of tlic Lake bed that it could not 
be extracted ; in fact it was so inferior that it was not sucli as 
wc could accept. The same thing occurred in the Gudha 
.section west of the railway embankment. Enclosures made in 
the Lake bed there were filled with brine, but this di.sap- 
penred, leaving salt in only thin flakes behind. iMy impression 
is that in these cases, owing to the lowering of the spring 
level consequent on the failure of the monsoon during two 
successive years, most of the brine sank into the mud of t^ 
Lake bed, carrying with it tbe greater part of tbc saline 
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matter -wliicli it held in solution. All of the salt obtained revievtbysECTIONS. 
from the Lake during the past year, was the produce of small S&HBHAR. 
enclosures in the Griidha section cast of the railway embank- 
ment. The outturn from these ivas not large, as the supply 
of brine was small. 

The diminution in the visible supply of salt, which I have 
remarked upon as having been ai)parent at the Lake during the 
year under review, docs not appear to one to be a cause for 
anxiety. There are immense quantities of salt in admixture with 
the mud of the bed of the Lake, and in solution in tlic subter- 
ranean brine which underlies it under pressure. I believe tliat 
with a normal rainfall and the collection of a largo quantity 
of water in it, agitated by tlie usual strong winds, the 
Lake will recover its capacity for producing as much salt as 
wc shall be able to manufacture. 

The experience of the past two years has sliown us the 
very great value of our walled enclosures. But for their 
existence, manufacture would have been practically a complete 
failure both in 189G-97 and the year under review. Stocks 
would have been exhausted, and trade would have been at a 
stand-still. The soundness of the policy which has been 
followed for many years past, in steadily carrying on the 
construction of these extensive and productive salt factories, 
has been amply demonstrated by events. 

Manufacture during the past year was so restricted, for 
the reasons which I have given, that no difficulty whatever 
was experienced in connection with supply of labour. Com- 
parative figures in connection with the cost of manufacturing 
the different descriptions of salt appear below : — 


Detcription of tali. 

189C-97. 

.Pics 

per inauDd. 

}S97-P8. 

Pics 

per mannd. 

From walled enclosurci 

3-G5 

z-vt 

From pans on Lato cilgo 

... 5-51 

61-1 

From Lake bed 

... 6 00 

6-83 

Average cost 

... 3-91 

3'73 

Total quantity of salt produced 

Hanads. 

... 30.89,840 

Maunds. 

18,31,029 


A characteristic of both years was that by far the greater 
part of the salt made was the produce of our -walled enclosures. 

These works not only yield the best salt, but the cost of manu- 
facture at them is less than in the case of Lake edge pans and 
spontaneous salt obtained from the bed of the Lake. 

3G. The next statement shows the stock of salt in hand, stnev, raanafdctBrc, sad 
the quantity manufactured, and e.xcesscs discovered on clear- 
ance of heaps, the quantity issued (sales and free deliveries), 
and deficits found in heaps cleared, and the closing balance of 
stock in each of the past four years: — 
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Jtds. i 

JId.. 

Mds. 

STds. 

itds. 

Xtds. 

Mds. 

Md-. i 

I Mds. 


18.00.903 ! 

70i3oi0lC 

1,10,211 ! 

90.12.133 

■10.31.013 

27,510 

70,s"75 j 

•11,29.703 i 


1895-PU ... ! 

4882,4.10 ‘ 

51,29,304 1 

1,07,913 1 

11.01,79.017; 37.10,774 1 

23,200 

1,23.000 1 

33,07,094 ! 

03,11, 9.'.3 

1S9ri-t>7 

03.11,953 

30,89,810 ; 

1,05,511 

95.07,313 39.31,210 ; 

73,4-50 

83,005 I 

■40,42,075 

.55.21,033 

1897-93 

05,24.033 

18,31,029 

1,50,520 

75,12,793 

j 41,03,4-10 : 

10, SCO 

1,50.032 i 

42,77,032 

i 32.35,701 

5 
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EEVEEWEYSECTIOKS. Tlie past year opened favourably, ivitli a stock balance of 
SAHBHAR. 55^ laklis of mannds, and had the season for manufacture 
been favourable. Ibis stock ivould have been maintained. But 
the outturn of salt during the year ivas poor ; for the reasons 
which I have given, sales were exceptionally heavy ; and by 
the end of the year tlic stock in hand had been reduced to little 
more than 32:j- lakhs, less than a year’s supply. I trust that the 
rainfall of the current year will be fg,vourable, and in such case 
a sutiiciency of salt will be manufactured to meet all demands. 

Kc^hUk of cio.irancM of 37. Tlic followiiig Statement shows the excesses and 
deficits which were discovered in the store heaps of salt sold 
and cleared during the year under review : — 


Years to wliich Leaps 
'belonged. 

tL 

C ^ 
u s 

o cT 

2 >» t, 
SJ o 

GJ ^ ct 

E‘5lim*itcd 

contents. 

Actual outturn. 

Excess or deficit. 

Percentage 
of excess 
or deficit. 

isni-n.'i 

ISMOG ... 
isnc-07 ... 

1897-93 ... 

No. 

M 

67 

20 

4 

3rds. B. 
G,77,053 39 
22.60,923 0 
10,.|0,375 35 
74,666 21 

Wtlg. 8. 

0,03,527 33 
22,90,3,53 2 
10,82,007 30 
77,102 20 

trds. s, 

—68,506 C 
-i-23,43S 2 
-942,531 35 
-t- 2,435 39 

—10-12 

-91-03 

-94-09 

-93-26 

Total 

95 

40,59,001 15 

40,58,896 6 

—105 10 

—0-00 


Ninety-five heaps of salt were cleared during the year. 
These were estimated to contain mannds 40,59,001-15-0. The 
actual outturn amounted to mannds 40,58,896-5-0, or a minus 
difference of only mannds 105-10-0. Considering that the 
whole _ of this salt was stored in the open and exposed to 
climatic vicissitudes, this result is satisfactory. 

Price? ot Sambimr f.iu nt 38. Tlic following Statement sliows the prices at which 
ning of Sambliai’ salt has been .sold at the Lake from 1870-71 down to 

the close of the year under report; — 


















6AI,T KEVKSTIE BEPAnTMEKT EOR HIE OmClAL YEAR 1S97-9S. 

TIic tvliolc of the salt irhich issued during the year under BEVIEW BY SECTIONS- 
rcvde^r was sold at one uniform rate of four annas a maund, SAMBHAR. 

and this has hecn the sale price of the past three years. A 
small quiintity, mannds 37,320, was sold at two and-a-half 
annas a mnnnd during 1896-97, owing to its inferiority, hut 
this rate was a special one, and onl)’’ applied to the salt at one 
particular store heap. "We do not now manufacture salt differ- 
ing so much in quality as to necessitate varying prices. The 
arrangements at the Lake tend to the production of salt of 
uniform market value. 

39. The quantities of salt sold .at the Samhhar Lake Detain of mics. 
during the past four years will he found entered in the follow- 
ing statement: — 


Tear. 

Tliroagli 
traffic trade, 
mil'borno. 

j Ordinary trado. 

Grand 
total of 
sales. 

For 

removal by 
railway. 

For 

removal by 
road. 1 

Total. 

1S91-05 ... 

183S-SG ... 

1S9C-97 ... 

1897*0S *•« 

lids. 

20,30,778 
9,41,581 
12,00,327 j 
17,44,554 

Mds. 

17,03,533 

20,00,009 

25,61,400 

22,15,100 

Mds. 

1,71,235 

1,73,191 

1,70,183 

1,43,720 

Md». 

19,40,810 
27,74,190 
27,30,893 j 
23,58,830 

Mds. 

40,31,018 
37,15,7711 
7al30,3I,210 
(o) 11,03,410 


Through traffic . — The sales of salt under this head 
during the past year are' in excess of the figures of 1896-97 
and 1895-96, hut are hclow those of 1891-95. In past annual 
reports, I have explained that the decline in this branch of 
traffic during 1896-97 and 1895-96 was owing to the issue, 
together with salt of first rate quality from our walled enclo- 
sures, of some fresh salt of fine grain from Lake edge pans, 
which it was inadvisable to store owing to its liability to cake 
in largo heaps : that the local traders made large purchases 
under these arrangements, but the salt could not be sent to 
through traffic traders without first consulting them, and that 
it was impossible to do this, scattered as they were over large 
areas of consumption. The trade of the year under review was 
not affected in this way, and shows a great improvement, 42‘5l 
of the entire sales of the Lake having been indented for under 
the through traffic system for desp.atch by departmental agency. 
Under favourable manufacturing conditions, I anticipate that 
this branch of trade will quite recover itself. 

. Ordhiary rail-hornc trade . — The figures under this head 
are of salt sold to purchasers locally for despatch by mercan- 
tile agency. The year under review shows a decrease in this 
branch of trade, bufthis is more than counterbalanced by the 
increase under through traffic. 


Bead tragic . — The following is a classification of salt 
removed by road during the past four years : — 







Banjara | 

Local 

Total. 






trade. j 

sales. 






Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1894-95 





1,CT.G12 i 

3,GM 

1,71.253 

1S9.'.-9G 

m 


... 

... i 

3.70.31G 

3.175 

1,73,401 

1S9G.P7 


T1* 

— t- 


1,73,143 

3,035 

4,G13 

1,70,183 

1897-93 





1,30,031 

1 

1,-13,720 


There was a large decrease in the quantity of salt sold for 
removal by Banjaras. This docs not show that there was 


(o) Icclmlet mannds 5,000 deli rered oa waliratioa of pncei bat fa^c cf detjg to the Ilia* 
pur Darbar, 
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really a falling off in the trade. The volume of this traffic 
remained constant, hut instead of travelling to the Lake, the 
Baniaras resort.ed to certain railway stations on the Rdjpntdna- 
Malwa line, nearest to areas supplied by road, and salt was 
sent out to these by the Sambhar traders for sale to Banjaras. 

The local sales met the wants of the country in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the Lake, and were imimpQrtant.s 

The figures below show the progression of the total sales 
of the Lake : — 

Sales. Increase or decrease. 

Mds. Mds. 

1801-93 ... ... ... 40,31.618 

1693-96 ... ... ... 37.15.771 —3,15.844 

1896- 97 ... ... .- 39,31,210 -^2,15,43G 

1897- 98 ... ... ... 41,03,440 -11,72,230 

The sales of 1895-96 were poor owing to Calcutta salt 
being forced up-country in that year under the influence 
of low prices, but since then the trade of the Lake has steadily 
recovered itself. Considering that there was severe scarcity 
and distress during the first three months of the year over - 
almost the whole of the country in which Sambhar salt is con- 
sumed, I think the trade of the past year was very satisfac- 
tory. 

The total revenue of the Sambhar Lake during the past 
year amounted to Rs. 1,12,99,465. The following particulars 
show where this money was paid in : — 

* Bs. 


Paid into tlio Treasury at Sambbar ,,, 63,73,528 

Paid into the following Treasuries : — 


so itt the Nortli-Western Provinces Ondli 
3 ia the Ponjdb ... 

2 in Rdjpntana ... 

2 in ConttivI India ... 

1 in Bengal ... 



40,72,513 


Paid in the following Post-offices : — 

7 in tlic Nortli-Wcstcm Provinces and Oudu 

1 in Rfijputana ( 1,01,050 

1 in Central India ... ... ... } 

Paid at 12 stations on tlio Indian liidland BniWaj-, final deposit 1,62,374 
being made in the JbSnsi Treasury. 


Total ... 1,12,99,465 


Out of the total revenue of nearly 113 lakhs of rupees, 
49} lakhs were paid into 38 provincial treasuries, 9 post- 
offices, and 12 stations on the Indian Midland Railway. This 
distribution of treasure is very convenient for the needs of 
Government, and not only so, hut facilities for payment of the 
cost of salt at so many widely-scattered localities tends to 
cheapen salt to the consumer and to lower prices by increasing 
competition. • ° 

40. The trade of the Sambhar Lake is so large and im- 
portant that it is necessary to pass nnder review the quantities 
of salt winch were actually cleared, and so removed to areas 
of consnmption. The following statement gives information 
on this subject for the past four years : 


Year. 

1 UocJcarcd bal- 
ance nl Ijcjrin* 
Uicg of tbo 
year. 

Hales blaring 
tie year. 

Total. 

; Cleared daring 

1 the year* 

I Unclcarod 
balance. 

isfii-es 
169r-9'j ... i 

1 

lb97-'.-3 

Mdf. 

81,163 
4,67, 2'a 
1,C1,2',7 
50,334 

Md». 

40.51 J618 
37,15.774 
30.3W10 
41, 03, -no 

3Id.v. 

41,12,603 

41,63,009 

40,92,167 

41,53,771 

Mds. 

30,15,563 

49,21,752 

40,42,133 

40,50,180 

1 

Mds. 

4,67,235 

1,61,257 

50,331 

97,501 
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The removals of the past three years exhibit a satisfactory EEVIEVTSYSECTIOKS. 
steadiness, ivith a sliglitly progressive terideucy. The figures SAMBHAE- 
vary from a little less than 40:|.- lakhs of mannds in 1895-9G 
to somewhat over 40^- lakhs during the year under report — a 
difference of about 25,000 maunds only. The salt trade of the 
Lake Avas not afi'ected by the severe scarcity and. distress which 
existed during 189G-97 and the beginning of the past year, and 
this is further proof of the efficacy of the measures of famine 
relief adopted by Government. 


The territorial distribution of the salt actually removed 
from the Lake Avili be found in the table below : — 


TmHorial 

of the ralt nctually re- 
moved from tbo Lftkc« 





ISOl-OS. 

3S95*9C. 

1890-97. 

1897-98. 


Br BailwAT. 


Md». 

lids. 

Hlds. 

Mds. 

NorHi-Wcikm Provinces and Oadli 
Panjab 

JUjputSna • ... ... 

Central India ... ... 

Central Provinces ... ... 

Uoneal 

Bombay ... ... 


25,94,110 
2,1S,17G 
3,80,977 
2,03,221 
n‘> OQq 

64,G30 

28,62,754 

2,49,969 

4,91,205 

1,79,040 

21,G97 

37,003 

E 

28,90,203 

2,55,000 

D.IO.bOO 

1,83,400 

15,375 

0,000 

13 

28,92,701 

2,93,203 

4,93,271 

2,02,000 

17,-152 

14,078 


Total, Rail-borne 


34,78,482 

38,41,973 

33, GO, Col 

39,14,693 

PanjSb 

Bdjputana 

Bx Boab. 

«<• «*• 

• •• 

• •t 

1,G7,03G 

151 

1,79,028 

171 

1,75,301 

l.-li’,287 


Total, Boad tralTio 

... 

1,G7.080 

1,70,779 

1,75,532 

1,41,287 

Total Dismratrrroy. 
rTortb-AVeslcra Provinces and Oudh 
Panjab ... 

ESjpotfina ... 

Central India ... 

Central Provinces ... ... 

Bengal ... 

Bombay ... ... 

• *« 

2.", ,04, 140 
2,18,170 
C, •18,003 
2,03,221 
22,283 
tl.GSO 

28,02,754 
2,50,120 
0,70,833 
1,79, ,8 10 
21,097 
37.003 

5 

28,90,203 

2,55,831 

0,80,231 

1,8S,'100 

16,375 

0,000 

13 

28,92,704 
2, 95, 208 
0,34,553 
2,02,000 
17,452 
14,078 


Total, Distribution 

*•« 

30, •43,508 

40.21,752 

40,42,133 

40,50,180 


The following comparative percentages of removal to the 
different territorial divisions illustrate further the distribution 
of the large quantities of salt dealt with : — 




1894-95. 

1895-90. 

1890-97. 

1897-98. 

K«rtb-Wcstorn Provlnws ani3 Oudb 


71-10 

71-18 

71-50 

71-32 

pAiijab 


5 99 

0-2-2 

0.33 

7-2S 

Rftjptildnn «.• ••• 


15-03 

1003 

10-95 

1504 

Centmt India 


0-71 

4-40 

4-CG 

4 98 

Central Provinces 


0 01 

0-51 

038 

0-43 

Bcnpal *.» ••• 


1-50 

OP2 

0-15 

0-35 

Bombay ... 


000 

090 

000 

0-00 

Toial 

... 

100 00 

JOOOO 

lOD-00 

KKKK) 


The figures show that the trade with the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh and Avith the Panjdb has increased sloAvIy 
hut steadily during the past four years. The exports to areas 
in Rdjputuna decreased someAvhat during 1897-98, as compared 
with the two previous years, but were larger than those of 
1894-95. The tr.ade Avith Central India Avas less than in 
1894-95, but ' has been progressive during the past three 
years. There Avas an improvement in the trade of the past 
year with the Central ProA’inecs as compared Avith 1896-97. 
-The traffic in that direction is not large, as distances ai-e great 
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EEPOKT THE jU)MIJ«ISTBATIOS OP THE KOBTHEEN INDIA 

eeviewbtsectionS- and clicaper salt from Boml^ay lias to lie competed witli. Com- 
iSAMBHAE. pared with 1896-97, a larger quantity was consigned to Bengal.- 
Fiirther information in regard to the distribution of the trade ' 
will he found in the following paragraph. 


Territorial dietribntion by 41. Tlic clcaranccs of rail-home salt will he found classi- 
raii. fied hy raihvays in the following statement 



Quantity of salt carried. 







+ Increase 


1691-93. 

1893-90. 

1890-97. 

1897-98. 

— Decrease. 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Bombay, Bnroda nn<l Control Inilis, in- 

15,58,140 

17,48,031 

17,38,703 

16,52,411 

—86,292 

clnd’inp Uajputana-Maltva Ktiihvay. 
Kortli- Western Ilailnoi* 

92,780 

1,09,875 

1,14,550 

1,21,372 

+0,823 

Eost Indion Boiliroy ... ... 

4,00,818 

4,33,257 

4,30,280 

4,73,970 

+37,090- 

Indian Midland KaUwny 

3,11,751 

3,11,088 

3,41,099 

3,40,210 

—1,489 

On dh ond Kobllkband RoUwoy 

j- 10,08,995 

r 9,28,004 

9,29,846 

9,58,690 

+28,744 

Itobilkhand and Knmann Railway 

1 2,91,720 

• 2,17,776 

2,49,503 

+31,788 

Bonpal and North-Western Bnilway, 

99,432 

1,07,285 

78,935 

1,09,575 

+30,040 

inclndin^ Tirhoot State Hailivny. 
BengaMS'ngpnr Ballway ... ... 

GOO 

1,313 

8,813 

9,187 

+374 

Eastern Bengal State Railway ... 

... 

187 

... 

... 

... • 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway ... 

••• 

13 

»»* 

15 

+'is 

f- 

Total 

34,78,482 

38,41,973 

38,00,001 

89,14,893 



Compared with 1896-97, there was an increase in the trade 
of seven railways, and a decrease in the trafSc of two lines. 


Bombay^ Baroda and Central India Raihoay. — Sam- 
hhar salt is only carried over the narrow-gauge section of this 
line, that is, the Rdjputdna-Malwa Kailway and its different 
liranchcs. During the year under review, the traffic of this 
line decreased hy 86,292 mauuds. There was a falling off of 
24,600 mauuds in the ’trade of the section from Ajmere to 
Khundwa, the hookings to Indore being only 375 maunds, com- 
pared with 5,247 maunds during 1896-97, and it would appear 
that Sarahhar has been displaced to some extent hy Baragara 
salt in that direction. Elsewhere, the trade of the different 
sections has fluctuated, owing partly to market exigencies and 
the condition of stocks, and partly to salt having been hooked 
through from the Lake to stations on railways to the eastward, 
instead of breaking hulk at centres like Cawnpore and Agra. 

North-Weftern Eailicay . — There has been a steady in-, 
crease in the trade of this railway during the past four years. 
Hitherto, the traffic has been confined to the section of the line 
lying in the North-'Western Provinces bctiveen Ghaziabad and 
Saln'iranpur, but during the past year a small quantity of Sara- 
bhar salt pushed its way up the southern Panjdb section as far 
ns Eohtak. 

Baft Indian Itnihvay . — ^Thc trade of this line has also 
been progressive daring the past four years. The increase in 
the traffic was widely distributed, and during the year under 
report there were notable expansions, — (1) between Mirzapur 

.{ 40 ) 












SAI,T KEVJCNirE DEPAimtEKT POE THE OFPICrAt T-EAE 1897 - 98 . 

and Mog'ul Serai on the main line, and (2) on the Juhhulpur 
^ extension down to Katni. 

Indian Midland Railway . — The trade of this line remain- 
ed steady during the year. There were market fluctuations 
in the traffic of the different sections, the hookings to the Bina- 
Guna branch showing a large increase, but generally the trade 
Avas the same as during 189G-97. 

Oudh and Rohilkhand Railioay . — The trade of this rail- 
way increased by 28,744 maunds during the year. This 
increase was Avidely distributed over the stations on the main 
line from Benares upwards, and on the Bareilly, Rampur 
, Moradabad and the Bahramghat branches. Bookings to Benares 
and Bahramghat on the river Ghagra Avere much larger than 
usual, indicating an extension of consumption of Sambhar and 
the displacement of Calcutta salt. 

Rohilkhand-Kumaun Railway . — ^The trade'of this line has 
been steadily expanding during the past three years, and this 
indicates an increase in the consumption of Sambhar s.alt along 
the line of the Terai. 


Bengal and North- Western Railway . — There was a revival 
in the trade of this line, the bookings of the past year exceeding 
those of 189G-97 by maunds 30,G40. This increase indicates a 
displacement of Calcutta salt, and it Avas widely distributed. 
The statistics of this line include the trade of the Tirhoot 


below : — 


■Consigned to stations in tlio Nortb-Westom Pro* 
vinccs and Oudb. 

Consigned to stations in ncliar ... . 

Total 


bar in Bengal 

are noted 

J890.97. 

1897-9S. 

Difference. 

Mda. 

ms. 

MdB. 

72,935 

03,.193 

+22,663 

6,000 

H,077 

+8,077 

78,936 

3,09,676 

+30.0JO 


The bookings to Behar were to the Scgowli, Motihari, and 
Motipur stations of the Llokameh Ghat-Bcttiah section of the 
Tirhoot State RailAt^ay. MaAinds 13,115 were consigned to 
Segowli, compared with only G,000 maunds during 189G-97, 
and it would appear that the trade in Sambhar salt Avith Nipal 
is still carried on. 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway . — ^The trade with this railway 
was small, as the country Avhich the line serA’cs is distant 
from the Lake, and Bombay salt can be laid doAvn cheaply. For 
these reasons an expansion of traffic can hardly be looked for. 
Salt was consigned to only three stations— Sahdol, Burhar, and 
Pendra Road— and there was a slight increase in the trade 
Avith these during the year, compared AAith 189G-97. 


Road fro#c.— Removals of 
shown below : — 


To tbo Panjab ... 

To Ilijpotdua ... ••• 

Total 


Sambhar salt by road arc 


1696-97. 

1897.08. 

Difference. 

JWs. 

Udi. 

Mdf. 

171 

... 

—171 

1,76,361 

3,41,237 

—31,074 

.„ 1.75,632 

1,4I,2S7 

—31,245 


Of the quantity shown as having been consigned to R.djputdna, 
4,545 maunds represent local consumption in the neighbourhood 
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HITOET ON THE ADMINISTRATION OP THE NORTHERN INDIA 


REVIEW BY SECTIONS- of the Lake, and the balance, maunds 1,36,742, ivas removed by 
SABBHAB- Banjara carriers, -who traded -with the country in Rdjpntdna , 
and Central India lying to the southward of Sambhar and as 
yet untapped by railways. Of the total quantity, maunds 
1,28,714 were booked to the Bundi State, but probably a good 
deal of this salt found its way further to the southward into 
Central India. There was a falling off of 35,634 maunds in 
this trade, sales to banjaras amounting to only maunds 
1,36,742, compared with maunds 1,72,376 during 1896-97. 
The decrease is, however, more apparent than real, as instead 
of travelling to the Lake, banjaras resorted to convenient 
railway stations and obtained supplies of salt there which 
were sent out to them by traders at Sambhar. 


Comparison of prices of 
»!t ftt Cownporo. 


42. The table below gives for the past two years the 
monthly prices of Sambhar, Sultanpuri, and Rock salts at 
Cawnpore, the principal salt mart of Upper India. These three 
descriptions entirely occupied the market named, no other 
varieties having gained a footing in it : — 


April 

Mny 

Jtiia 

July ... 
An^Qst 
September 
October ... 
November 
December 
January ... 
February .. 
March ... 


Average 


Sambhar salt. 


SnUaupuri salt. 


Per mannd. 


Per maund. 


1896-97, 


Rs. a p. 


3 6 3 


1897-98. 


lt'96-97. 


Bs. a. p. 


3 4 6 


Hs a p. 


3 2 0 


1897-08. 


Rs. a. p. 


3 1 
3 3 
3 3 
3 2 
3 2 


3 2 10 


Rock salt. 


Per maund. 


1800-97. 


Rs. n. p. 


3 6 3 


1897-98. ■ 


Rs. a. pt 


3. 5 
3 6 
3 6 
3 5 


3 6 8 


Sambhar is the principal salt imported into Cawnpore, more 
than 3.i lakhs of maunds having entered that market during 
1897-98. Prices were steady throughout the year, and were 
generally lower than during 1896-97, the average rate being 
less by an anna a maund. ° 


Sultanpuri salt bolds a subordinate place, tbc imports 
during tlie past year Laving been only a little more than half 
a lakb of maunds. Sale prices wore steady, and were 
tically tbc same as during 189G-97. P^ao- 

_ Only about 13,000 maunds of rock salt from tlie Panidb 
Mines were consigned to Cawnpore during tlie year. Tho 
trade_ in this salt also was therefore small. Prices were 
practically stationary during tbc year. 

Sambluir salt i.s generally consumed throngliout the North- 
Western Provinces and Oiulh, and its cheapness in the princi- 
pal mart of tbc united Provinces is a satisfactory feature of 
the record of the past year. 
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SALT HEVEKCE DEPAItTMENT FOB THE OFFICIAL YEAB 1897-98. 


43. The miscellaneous receipts and charges at the Sam- EEVIEWBY SECTIONS- 
hhar Lake during the past tivo years appear in the following SAMBHAR. 
statement; M!»tellBncon»rc«iFts«i)d 


1 

j 

I80G-07. 1 

1897-93, 


1890-07. 

1897-08. 


Be. 

Bi. 


Rs. 

lU. 

Opening bUanco 

1,01, B51 i 

91,272 

Sams paid to contractor for 

8,123 

12,217 

EccclpU on 12,00,327 



cnlting, filling and loading 



of Balt. 



znauncU, at 0 per i 

1 

1 18,707 


Paid to Rftilnray Department 

coo 


mannd. 

• «l 

on aceoQot of Godotvn rent. 
Sealing vfax ... ... 

03 





Price of twine for sewing ».• 
Transit ebargea on bags. 

603 

1,010 




wolghtng macHnea and 


SccoJpts on inaundd 

■) 


weights 



17|4^i 554, at 8 pica 
per inatmd. 

1 - 

27,270 

Throngb traffic iron bag dbed 

18,200 

... 




Other charges 

1,345 

1,200 




Total 

29,049 

14,493 




doling balance ... .*» 

91,272 

1,04,005 

Total ... 

1,20,321 

CO 

CO 

Total 

1,20,321 

jl.18,548 


tbargM oa through 
traffic tales. 


The receipts represent a charge of three pies a maund, 
■which is paid by purchasers of salt under the through traffic 
system to meet the cost of filling, loading and clearing their 
goods by departmental agency •, and the charges show the 
expenditure incurred in the perfoi-mance of this work. 


The receipts of the year exceed those of 1896-97 by 
Es, 8,509, the quantity of salt dealt ivith during the year under 
review Laving been larger by maunds 5,44,227. 


The charges of the year show a decrease of Es. 14,556, 
compared with 1896-97. The expenditure of the latter year 
was, as the account shows, abnormally swelled by the cost of 
the construction of a shed at the Sarabhar railway station for 
the storage of bags belonging to traders in through traffic salt. 

The erection of this shed was not only necessary in view of 
the large business done and for the protection of the many 
thousands of bags consigned to us by traders ; but, as a refer- 
ence to the table will show, its construction resulted in a saving 
of Es. 660 during the year, compared ivith 1896-97, on account 
of godown rent. 

44. The following is the usual statement showing the rinanciai rivuiuoi Jcajo 
financial results of the working of the Sambhar Lake from the SamUiar Lake, 

beginning of the lease in 1870-71 down to the close of the past 
year:— 


Tear. 

’S-3 

•S5 

a 

w a 
a a 

D ^ 

a 

A > 

a 

u 

93 U 

Cl 

U Zi 

S tfls: 
’5.S 1 

— ^ 
t*.2 «! 

•g « 

Sales up to and in- 
cluding I89t‘05. 

%J 

"r 

.a 

»r3 

w 

o 

1895-90. 

<»4 

o 

« 

s ej 
n •» 

C 

o 

3 

"5 

V 

tM 

o 

e 

S iS 

« • 

m 

n 

.2 

1 


MOs. 

Bs. 

Jldp. 

Kf. 

Eb. 

Mdi. 

Eb. 

-From iwginning 








of lease to end 








of 1894-93 ... 

8,34,12,240 

42,47,474 

7,33,75,721 

2,10,43,627 

1,93,01.153 


7,74,985 

1893-90 

61 29.301 

2,30,009 

«.« 

... 


6,04,180 

1,03.077 

1890-97 

30,89,840 

2,21.234 


*.» 


... 

... 

1897-98 

18,31,029 

I,5S,331 

... 





Total ... 

9,34,03,019 

43,03,048 

7,35,75,721 

2,40,48,027 

1.98,01,153 37.15,77-'- 

9,«.C12 
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eepout on the adjiinistbation of the KORTHEBN INDIA 


SEVIEWBY SECTIOHS. 
SAMBHAR- 





1890*97. 


1897-98. 






Cl 



Tear. 


tj ~ 

d 

d 

5 

'S 

o 

O 

o 

d a 

d c' 
eS “ 

75 

to 

d 

s 

ti 

"rt 

« 

d 

*S 

•a 

*3 

O 

o 

CO 

d es 

^ BS 

eo 

d 

o 

"a 

iS 



Ea. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

Es. 

Mds. 

Bs. 

From beginning of lease 
to end of 1894*95 ... 
1895*90 ... 

3890*97 ... 

1897-9S ... 

2,05,70,138 

—07,332 

11,81,879 

23,41,905 

4,07,420 

3,00,000 

6,94,572 

1,03,439 

2,08,70,198 

5,27,240 

—1,17,795 

4,70,108 

22,02,089 

12,80,840 

1.37.803 

1,22,192 

6,05,314 

8,30,203 

35,307 

Total 

2,05,08,800 

89,31,210 

9,98,071 

2,12,85.043 

41,03,440 

10,53,130 






d 

•*» 

o 

u 

d 

Year. 


O 

O 

c 

S 

*5 

m 

0 

1 

.s« 

*3 

o 

Cl 

»« 

CJ 

u . 

e> 

V 

O 

a 

£•* 

p. 

*3 

a 




<3 

"a 

•5 § 

e» 

09 



O 

O 

o 

o 





Bfl. 

lilds. 

Es. 

Es. 

Bs. 

Es. 

From bsginoiTig of lease 



‘ 




to end of 1804*05 , 

* 

2,09,98.390 

7,82,85,290 

2,52,45,864 

2,09,98.390 

1,50,29,892 

63,08, *198 

1895*90 ... 

. 

10,92,654 

62,08,780 

13,28,563 

^10,92,654 

3,96,293 

0,90,201 

1890*97 ... 

.. 

2,12,408 

16,94,200 

4,33,702 

2,12,408 

4,03,901 

—1,91,433 

1S97-03 ... 

•• 

—1,22,904 

1,37,803 

35,367 

*-1,22,904 

4,11,907 

—5,34,031 

Total 

•• 

2,21,80,446 

8,83,20,145 

2.70,43,490 

2,21,80,448 

1,68,42,053 

63,88,895 




O) 

Excesses or deficits 
of stock. 

g 

ii 

S s 

O 

Cl 

p 

a 

Tear. 



V 

o 

rs 

o 

o 

CQ 

o 

m 

V 

M 

<d 

o 

p 

o Cl 
^ to 
eJ rt 

09 

o 

ti> 

Q 

.p 

■1 S 

<3 .*9 

s ® 

» 




Aids. 

Uds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

From beginning of Ica'o to end o 

t 





1691-95 ... 

• <l « 

M 5,85,20 

25,52,14 

B 70,07,920 

89,79C 

40,172 

1895*90 ... 


.. 

25,82 

3 2,37,35 

0 83,341 


48,719 

lS;tG.97 ... 

tl« « 

18,50 

3 83,25 

14.721 

1 •*» 

14,45,009 

1897.93 ... 

«H • 

.. 1,00 

13 2,00 

5 53 


10,95,201 


Total 

„ 0,30,52 

2 23,75,71 

8 71,00,51 

39,79 

3 b, 35, 701 


This running account now extends over 28 years. At the 
close of the year under review, the net credit balance amounted 
to K^;. 53,88,.'19,’j, compared with Ks. 48,55,557 in 189G-97, an 
increase of 3^s, 4,82,838. In addition to this, the stock 
h.alancc of salt in hand at the close of the year amounted to 
maunds 32,35,761. Deducting from this stock a quantity of 
mauuds 17,25,000 of salt, which would have to ho delivered to 
the Darhars if the Samhhar Lake were given uj), a halance 
remains of maunds 1.5,10,761, worth more than 3-] lakhs of 
nqiccs at the present selling rate of 4 annas a raauml. If this 
sum he taken into account, the credit halance at the end of 28 
Tears working amounts to more than 57 lakhs of rupees 
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HAIiT HEVrStTE EEfAETMEST TOB TUI: omciArj Vear 1897-98. 


45. The following statement shows the gross realizations, 
tte fixed anti contingent charges, and the net revenue of the 

UlCIwana Snlf: Snnr/'r* 


Year. 


isoti-gs 

1895-9G 

389G-97 

1897-08 


Gross realizations. 

Cborgcs. 

ErcJEodot) 
Oil salt. 

Salo 

price. 

Afisccl- 

Inucous. 

Total. 

Fixed. 

Contin- 

gent. 

Total. 

Rs. 

Re. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

lU. 

Es. 

8,C9,283 

8,08,200 

0,13,403 

5,90,008 

24,4-15 

22.792 

17,32- 

17,400 

154 

210 

107 

lie 

8,93,882 

8,31,208 

0,30,687 

0,13,524 

17,501 

18,123 

21,099 

23,300 

29,318 

30,401 

22,934 

13,530 

40,882 

64,524 

44,033 

30,830 


Net 

rcrcnnc. 


Rs. 

.8,47,000 

7,70,744 

6,SC,8H 

5,70,G01 


Excise duty on salt shows a decrease of Rs. 17,445 during 
the year under review^ compared with 1896-97 . The latter 
year was itself a poor one for trade. Adverse circumstances 
continued to affect sales at the Source, and full particulars with 
regard to these will he given in the next paragraph. 

Realizations under sale price arc slightly in excess during 
the past as compared with the previous year. Sales at Didwana 
comprise, (1) duty-paid salt, and (2) duty-free salt issued to 
the Jodhpur Darhar. The sale price of Didwana salt, One 
anna a raaund, has hcen constant throughout. During the past 
year, there was a falling oft' in the quantity of duty-paid salt 
disposed of, hut there was an increase in the issue of duty-free 
salt compared with 1896-97, Owing to this, the entire 
quantity of salt sold during the year under report was larger 
than in 1896-97, and this e.xplains the apparent anomaly of a 
liiglier revenue under sale price, with a decrease under excise 
duty. 

There are no through traffic collections in this Division, 
and miscellaneous receipts are of a petty nature. 


The total expenditure incurred at the Source during the 
year was less than that of 1896-97 by Rs. 7,203. 

Fixed charges show an increase of Rs. 2,201. This was 
owing partly to the Assistant Commissioner having received an 
annual increment to his pay, and partly to a Superintendent of 
the first grade having drawn pay in the Division during the 
whole of the past year, while he was posted to it for only eight 
months of 1896-97. 


Under contingencies a derease appears of Rs. 9,404 
compared with 1896-97. Setting aside minor fluctuations, this 
difference comprises two items. There was a decrease of 
Rs. 5,705 in expenditure incurred on account of manufacture, the 
quantity of salt produced having been smaller than in 1896-97 ] 
and pavments to the Bikanir Darbar pn account of refund of 
half duty were less by Rs. 4,565, owing to a falling off in 
the quantity of .“^alt booked to that State, 

Compared with 1806-97, there was a decrease of Rs. 10,160 
in the net revenue of the Division, owing to the f.alling 
off which occurred in the sales of duty-paid salt. 


46. The following figures show the total quantities of salt 
sold at Didwana (luring the past four years 

Full dBty-naia. DotT-frCF, 

Tvtiis. Md<. 

1S94-95 ... ... 3,47,713 43.4^3 

1895 90 ... ... 3,23,304 41.3,4 

189G-07 ... ... 2,43,381 31.^ 

1897-98 ... ... 2,35,403 
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Tot.U. 


EEVIEWBYSEcrlOXS. 

DIDWANA. 

Bc«ip(\ charges, and nat 
revcauc. 


Decrcaso !n receipts cs- 
plai&cd. 


Increase in uicd 


and dccicare it contingent 
charges explained. 


Details ol talcs. 



ItEFOKT OIT THE ADJinflSTEATTON OP THE NORTHERN INDIA 


REVIEW BY SECTIONS. 
BIDWAKA. 


Dtslrilnlion of lolly 
taicd tsU. 


The price of SamWiar salt stood at 8 annas a maund 
during the commencement of 1894-95, and sales at Didivana 
for that year were to some extent abnormally stimulated in con- 
sequence. Normal conditions obtained during 1895-96. Owing 
to extreme draught and great scarcity in the desert, the trade 
of 189G-97 fell otf considerably, and the sales of the year under 
review were also influenced by adverse conditions. 

Compared with 1896-97, the sales of duty-paid salt for the 
past year show a decrease of 6,978 maunds, and are less than 
those of 1895-96 by 84,901 maunds. The whole of the salt 
of this Source is removed on pack animals, trade routes run 
across desert country, and the trade is very sensitive to any 
causes affecting animal camiage. During the first three months 
of the year under review, the drought which respited from the 
failure of the monsoon of 1896 was very severe, and there was 
a great scarcity of fodder and water on trade routes. The 
rains of 1897 ivcre very favourable, and agricultural operations 
were so extensive that carriage was difBeult to obtain during 
the season of the monsoon. The trade of the Source is generally 
most brisk immediately after the monsoon, when ivater and 
fodder are available everywhere. Owing to the very heavy 
monsoon of 1897, there was an outbreak of severe malarious 
fever just at this time over the country around the Source, and 
this caused a considerable falling off in trade during a period 
when it is usually good. When the effect of this cause had dis- 
appeared, the year was so far advanced that the Source could 
not recover itself, and the result was that^less salt was excised 
than during 1896-97. 

The issue of duty-free salt to the Jodhpur Darbar amounted 
to 40,000 maunds, comiiaredwith 31,854 maunds during 1896-97, 
or an increase of 8,146 maunds. This salt is consumed in the 
neighbourhood of Didwana, and as the monsoon of 1897 was 
good, an abundant harvest was secured, and issues of salt 
were large. The quantity sold during the past year represents 
the full quantity which is now taken by the Darbar from this 
Source. On all salt so delivered, the Department realizes one 
anna a maund as sale price, and Rs. 2-6-6 a maund Raj duty, or 
a total sum of Rs. 2-7-6 a maund. Monthly payments are 
made to the Darbar of all collections on account of Eaj duty. 

47. P.yticulars in regard to the course of the trade of the 
Didwana division are as follows : — 


The bookings of full duty-paid salt cleared from the Source 
during the past two years are shown below: — 


To lUUtvaj at at Ibo Saiabbar 
IaIc ... 

To the Paujib— - 

Ijbewani ,,, ,,, 

... ••• 

PoUasiand ... ».• 

Hfii ... ••• •«* 

... 

Pat'aU ... 

Total, Parjflb ... 

To r.ajnit^na— 

... ... 

Jvj»berparh State ... 

Koti^b Rud n*mdl States ... ... 

t tloLir State ... ••• 

Tctal, 

Crayn Total 


1S05-0?. 

1807-08. 

Increase or 
decrease. 

JIcl!. 

83,153 

mu. 

02,009 

JIda. 

-f9,241 

1,33,130 

1,520 

133 

1,000 

1,10,051 

309 

1,431 

—15,783 
— i.ico' 

—133 

+335 

"co 

it'io 

+211 

1,3S,2C3 

1,21,701 

—10,301 

ic,ns 

33 
1,031 
03! 11 

1J,7D5 

43 

1,053 

—1,023 
+ 10 
+2.010 
—2,133 

21,070 

23,815 

—El 61 

2.10,702 

2,33,278 

—8,121 
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The quantity of salt sent to the railTV.ay during the year KEVIEWBYSECTIOHS, 
was larger than that so tles]).atched in 1896-97 by 9,241 maunds, BIDWAKA- 
hut was less than the hookings of 1895-96 by 20,403 maunds. 

The trade of the year under review would liave been better 
had a sufficiency of carriage been available. 

The trade routes to Bhewani, Hissar, and Sir,sa in the Pan- 
jAb are lengthy, .and as they cross desert country, camels arc 
exclusively used as a means of carriage. The trade with 
Sirsa was somewhat Iretter th.an it was in 1896-97, but there 
was a falling off in the quantities despatched to Bhewani and 
Hissar. This was the result of the causes to which I have 
alluded in the preceding paragraph. 

The trade with the Jaipur State continues to decline, and 
this is owing to Sambhar competing successfully with Didwana 
salt in that direction. 

Bookings to the Kotah and Bundi States were larger. 

This is banjara-borne tr.affic, and the good monsoon of 1897 
was favourable to this trade, as grass and water were available, 
and allowed the passage to and fro of the bullocks used by 
banjaras. 

There was a further decline in clearances to the Bikanir 
State, but during the current year there has been a revival of 
this traffic. 

Comparative bookings of salt issued duty free to the Jodh- DUtribation o£ aaiytrco 


pur Darbar were 

as follows 


180G-37. 

Mds. 

1897-OS. 

Mds. 

Incrcaso or 
dccrcaso. 
Mds. 

To Didwana ... 

• •• 

«•« 

18,000 

22,811 

•f4,811 

,1 Nagor 

««« 


7,872 

10,078 

•f2,803 

„ Sterta ... 


«•« 

2,838 

4,093 

+ 1,260 

„ Parbatsar ... 

*•« 

«♦« 

2,310 

1,783 

—527 

,1 blarot ... 



310 

110 

—200 

„ Kuebaman ... 


... 

G24 

520 



Total 


81,831 

40,000 

+8,140 


The monsoon rains of 1897 were very favourable over the 
part of the Jodhpur State, which obtoins supplies of salt from 
Didwana, and issues to the principal centres of Didw.ana, 

Nagor, and Mcrta were larger in consequence of an abundant 
harvest. 

48 . The following statement gives particulars in regard stock and caio account, 
to manufacture and stock of salt at the Didwana Salt Source 
during the past four years:— 


Year. 

stock. 

1 Sales. 

1 

balance at 
clo *!0 ot tlic 
year. 

Balance nt 
beginning 
o£ tlio j car. 

1 

Extraction 

I including 
excesses in 
heaps cleared. 

Total. 

S'lles includ- 
ieg deficits 
Jo hc'ips 
cleared. 


Ms. 

aids. 

Mds. 

ms. 

1 

aids. 

189i-95 ... 

1,G3,209 

4,1G,609 ' 

6,79,717 

3,91,121 1 

I,SS,59G 

1S93-0G ... 

1,SS,5DG 

G,13,S20 

8,02. !1G 

i 3,G1.G7S ' 

1 

4,37,733 

169G-97 ... 

4,37,738 

4,34,153 

8,91.896 

j 2,77,233 i 

6,I1,C31 

1 

15D7-9S ... ... ! 

C,14,CG1 

2,07,450 

8,22,111 

1 2,78,103 

1 

6,43,703 
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EEViEWBTSECnONS. Further details of the figures of the year under review are 
DIDWANA. these 


stock balance on tho Ist April 1807 •■> 

Add— 

Quantity mnnnfactnroJ during the year ... 

Eiccjs found on hcaps cleared during the year 

Mds. 

... 1,9-1,137 

13,313 

Mds. 

C, 14,001 

2,07,450 

Total 

... 

8,22,111 

Deduct — 



Sales of salt — 

Excise duty paid ... ... 

Delivered free of duty to the Jodhpur Darbar 

... 2,38,403 

... 40,000 

2,78,403 

Balance of stock on 31st of March 1698 ... 


6,43,703 


The balance of stock in hand was smaller than at the close 
of 1896-97, hut was still large. There is little loss from 
storage in the dry climate of Didwana, hut it appears to me that 
it would he as well to reduce this stock, and the smaller quan- 
tit}' of salt manufactured during the year under review indi- 
cates .hat steps arc being taken to that end. Salt is made at 
Didwana in solar evaporation pans from brine of high specific 
gravity obtained from w'ells sunk in the bed of the Source. 
The conditions are such that there can never he a failure in 
manufacture, and salt can he produced in large quantities with 
facility. The outturn of the past year, m.aunds 1,94,137, was 
obtained from the works between the 1st of April and the 3rd 
of May 1897. 

^tnrc^ttn'a Combined cost of manufacture and storage amounted to 

nrc an s orogo. ^ mauiid during the jiast year, compared with 5'34 

pies during 1896-97. The cost of storage was less, having 
been 2-43 pics a maund compared with 2-85 pies during 1896-97, 
but the average rate paid for manufacture was 3 ‘08 pics a 
c maund against 2-49 pies in 1896-97. This was owing to a 

better class of salt having been produced during the year 
under report, for which a higher value was paid. 

Ecsuit^ or clearance oi Fivc hcaps of Salt, manufactured during' 1895-96 and 

1896-97, were cleared by sale during the year. They were 
estimated to contain maunds 2,40,367 ; the actual outturn 
amounted to maunds 2,53,680, or an excess of maunds 13,313, 
equivalent to 6-58 per cent. This result is satisfactory. The 
manufacturers are paid for every maund of salt sold by the 
De])artment, and they received the value of the excesses found 
in the hcaps cleared. 

P.ACHBADEA. 49. q^he gross realizations, the fixed and contingent 

^ charges, and the net revenue of tlie Pachbadra Salt Source 

(including tlie Luni salt tract), will be found in the table 
below, which gives statistics for the past four years : — 



Gross reaVizftUons* 

Charges. 


Tear. 

on 

1 

Sale 

price. 

MiBCcl- 

lancons. 

Total. 

! 

Fixed. 

Contin- 

gent. 

Total. 

Net 

revenue. 


Its. 

Us. 

1 

Es. 

Its. 

Es. 

Es. 

Es. 

Its. 

lS9t-9S 
ISOu-PO ... 
3faC-97 ... 
lb97.9S ... 

17, -13,295 
11,27,33-1 
12,50,579 
10,02,007 

76,733 

65,950 

00,291 

63,705 

8.3SI 

6,703 

G.T-10 

6,749 

15,30,409 
i 11,59,102 
i 13,20,010 

I 11,23,581 

1 

47,280 

45.C03 

4 1,290 
-H,201 

1.17,125 

00,518 

00.277 

50,276 

1,0-1,431 

1,12.153 

1.13A73 

1,00,470 

16,05,998 

10,70,919 

12,13.037 

10,23,105 


ia na'ipU cx- Owing to a failure of stocks at the Snmbhar Lake, the price 
of Sambhar ,s.alt during the opening months of 1894.95 stood 
at eight .annas a maund, and as this resnltcd in a special 
dem.and for Pachbadra salt, the revenue of the Source for that 
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year ^\as abnormally_ large. During the past three years 
there has been no si)ecial stimulus to the traffic, and sales hare 
been in accordance with ordinary conditions of trade. 

The revenue of the past year fell below that of 1S9G-97 by 
Es. 2,03,029, and was less than that of 1895-96 by Rs. 65,521. 
Sales comprise issues, (1) of dut3'-paid salt, and (2) of duty- 
free salt (on which, however, the sale price is realized) to the 
Jodhinir Darbar. The following figures show sales of the 
past two years in a comparative form : — 

189G.07. 1897.93. DilTcrmcc. 

T, , iW'- 

Untypaid pilt ... ... ... 5,03.832 4,24.827 —79,003 

Duty-frco salt ... ... 1,39,270 1,70,000 +30,730 

Total ... 8,13,102 5,94,827 1-18,275 

It will he noticed that the decrease in the revenue of the 
current year was due to a falling off in the sales of duty-paid 
salt, and the reasons for the decline in the trade will he dealt 
with in the paragraphs which follow. 


KEVIEWBYSECTIOKS- 

PACHBADRA. 


The total expenditure of the Division amounted to Rs. Dcctc,aEc in rued and in 
1,00,476, compared with Rs. 1,13,573 during 1896-97, or a 
decrease of Rs. 13,097. 


The figures under fixed charges call for no remark, as the 
difference between the charges of the past two years is very 
small. 


nct.all of salos of *iU, 
duly-paid, dutytreo, 
and free of all ebargej. 


Tear. 


Dnty-paid. 

j 

Duty-free# 

Grand 
total of 
issues. 

Uftil-b 

Through 

trsRic. 

orno. 

Ordinary; 
trade. 1 

[ 1 

1 Uoad 
trafTic. 1 

Total dnly-j 
paid salt. 

llssuod un 

I roaVira- 
tion of 
price, 1ml 
free of 
duty. 

Issued 
free of | 
both 

price and 
duty. 

Total 

duty-free 

salt. 

1 


Mds. 

Hds. 

SIGs, 

Jills. 

lids. 

Jlds. 

lids. 

lids. 

1891-93 ... 

5,05,732 

G,45S 

1,88,900 

7.41,110 I 

'l,4G.7SG 

10,094 

1,57,480 

8,93,590 

1895-98 ... 

3)51|295 

3,473 

9i,17C 

4,48, Ml , 

1,35,107 

10,300 

1,45,413 

5,9 1, 3 j/ 

189G-97 ... 

4,11,373 

1,380 

94,407 

5,07,202 

1.80,551 

12,000 

1,72,551 

C, 79, 753 

1897-9S ... 

3, -49,474 

210 

70,323 

4,20,007 1 

jl,01,095 

11,000 

1,72,093 

5,95,103 

1 


As I have explained in the preceding paragraph, the trade 
of 1894-95 in duty-paid salt was abnormally stimulated by the 
high price of Sarahhar salt during the opening months of that 
year. Compared with 1895-96 and 1896-97, the txude of the 
year under review fell off hy maunds 22,937 and maunds 81,195, 
respectively. Compared with 189G-97, the trade of the year fell 
off under all heads : maunds 61,901 under through traffic ; 
maunds 1,150 under rail-home ordinary trade; and maunds 
18,144 under road traffic. Full particulars in mgard to these 
fluctuations of trade will he found in the succeeding paragraph. 
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Under contingencies a decrease of Rs. 13,002 is apparent, 
and this was owing to a smaller quantity of salt liaving been 
purchased daring the year. 

The net revenue of the Source decreased from Rs. 12,13,037 
during 1896-97 to Rs, 10,23,105 during the year under report, 
a difference of Rs, 1,89,932. This was due to a falling oft’ in 
the sales of duty-paid salt. 

50. The following statement shows in a detailed form the 
total quantities of salt which were cleared from the Pachhadra 
Salt Source during the past four years : — 



SZnZft ST STCTlOST- 
TACSSiDBi- 

traj. 


Dislribotion of rall-fcorr.c 
xMoogli trade. 


(y^ TITS AI?3tI^iSrBATIO-t OT 'liiK XI?3>1A 


Tbs following figures sbovr the territorial distrihution of 
the traiein duty-paid salt during the past two years :— 



i 

1S5->C'7. 1 

IS37-S3. j 

DiiTerencc. 



lie*. 1 

ildi 


Icdss ••• 

Central ^ 

Kcrtb-TTeiteTa Prcrisses sitd 


i r,S/, j 

, 2.2S,7S0 

10,070 i 

1,1^370 

1,77,031 

1,20,S51 

12,555 

—22,550 
—51,053 
— 0,595 
+ 2,SS5 

Tclal 

- i 

5,07.202 1 

ifiOfiOr 

—81,195 


The principal areas of consumption are, Eajpntdna, Central 
India, and the Central Prorinces. The trade of the year fell 
off in all of these. There was an increase in bookings to the 
North-Western Provinces and Ondh. Pachbadra salt is con- 
sumed in Bnndelkhand, and during the year there was some 
trade with marts to the eastward. 

The salt issued on realization of price, but free of duty, was 
all delivered to the Jodhpur Darbar for consumption in the 
Marwar State. There was but little difi’erence between the 
clearances of the past year. The Department realizes a sum 
of Rs. 2-8-0 a maund on this saltj one and-a-half annas on 
account of the departmental sale price, and Rs. 2-G-6 Raj duty. 
All collections on this latter account are paid to the Darbar 
monthly. Under existing arrangements made by the Darbar, 
issues of this salt are in accordance with demand in the State, 
regulated by consumption, and there are no accumulations of 
stocks. 

Of the quantity of 11,000 maunds of salt issued free of all 
charges, 10,000 maunds were delivered to the ITarwar Darbar 
and 1,000 maunds to the Meywar Darbar. These deliveries 
were in accordance with the j)rovisions of the salt agreements 
with the two States. 


51. The course of the rail-borne through traffic trade of 
the Pachbadra Salt Source will be found, classified by railways, 
in the table below : — 


Lines o£ Xlail^ray, 

1S51.95. 

1805-9G. 

1600-97. 

1S97-0S. 


SldF. 

lids. 

]^rda. 

Jlds, 

JcvllipBr-IlilRncr n.iilw.iy 

1,800 

3,243 

3,010 

3,828 

Lombay, Laroda* and Central India Railway, 
iocludinp KttjptJlaoa-Malira Kaihvay, 

2,2U,G50 

1,03,025 

2,20,570 

1,87,092 

Indian llidland l!ailw.RV 


1,70,4-10 

1,00,105 

1,42,030 

Great Indian iVninFula Railway 

D,-150 

13,085 

11,810 

10,450 

Bengal and Xorth*\Vcstcra Railway 

787 

370 

4,515 

Ka»t Indian Railway 

1,00,800 

532 

... 

020 

ICorthAYc^tcrn Ilnilway 

O.UOS 


190 

1 1 • 

Bolnikband and Knmaun Railway 

21,775 




Oudh and liohilkhand Uailnay 

30,-M2 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

5,05,752 

3,51,205 

4,11,375 

3.-J0,474 


, As I Iiavc already mentioned, the trade of the year 1894-95 
was abnormally large, and it therefore need not be passed in 
review. 


Jodhpur-Bihaner Railway . — The trade of tills line for the 
three years prior to 1897-98 was with the city of Bikaner 
exclusively. During the past year (he bookings fo Bikaner, 
maund.H 3,G10, were the same as in 3S9G-97. The increase 
re.sultcd from a despatch of 218 raannds consigned to 
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Paclibaflra, evidently (o meet a demand eeviewbysecTIoSS. 

' Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Baihuay.—Thc traffic 
over this railway is confined to the amalgamated RiiJjnitana- 
Malwa Railway, from above Erinpura road, vid Aj'merc to 
Indore, including the Chitor-Udaipnr line. Tlie trade of the 
past year, though greater than that of 1895-9G, was less than 
that of 1896-97 by 39,478 maunds. The trade with Ncemucli, 

Bcawar, and the Ghitor-Udaipiir line fell off considerably, 
owing to the competition of cheaper Sarabhar salt. On the 
other hand, the traffic with Indore increased somewhat, indicat- 
ing a slight advance of Pachbadra salt in the licart of Central 
India. 


Indian Midland Eaihvay. — Compared with 1896-97, there 
was a decrease of maunds 26,226 in the bookings to this 
railway during the year under review. The falling off 
occurred all' along the line, and resulted from the competi- 
tion of Sambhar and Baragara salts. Consignments to the 
Guna-Bina branch decreased considerably, and it was to sta- 
tions on this section that bookings of Sambhar salt increased 
largely. 

Great Indian Peninsula Eaihoay. — The trade with this 
line was steady. Salt was booked to four stations only — 
Gadarwara, Piparia, Semri, and Sohagpur. This trade is not 
likely to increase as the distances are great. 

Bengal and N'ortli-Westorn Railway. — The bookings 
indicate a new trade with the country trans-Ghagra, Salt was 
sent to Gouda and Basti and three other small stations. It is 
not clear yet whether this trade will devcloi)e. 

East Indian Railway. — Trial consignments were despatch- 
ed during the year to the stations of Mirzapur, Chunar, and 
Zamania. 

It will have been noticed that the decrease in the through 
traffic trade of the Source occurred on the Rdjputdna-Malwa and 
Indian Midland Railways, owing to the competition of cheaper 
salt from Sambhar and Kharagora. The trade has recovered 
itself somewhat during the current year. I hope that it will 
do so entirely, as the Pachbadra Salt Source is of great value 
in connection with the salt supply of Northern India, The 
salt is of very superior quality, and a good stock of it is always 
available. 

The following statement shows the course of the rail-borne ® 
ordinary trade of the Division for the past four years : — 


1 

1 

li'incs o£ railway. 

1 

169W)3. 

1895-OG. 

189G-0r. 

isor-os. 

i 

• 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mdj. 

Mils. 

Joilipnr-Biknncr Railway 

315 

2,0G5 

700 

210 

Bajputano-Malwa Ballway 

2,003 

1,103 

I 

670 

... 

Isilian Midland EaUwny ... 

2,620 

■a 


1 

Great Indinn Peninsula Ballway ••• 

C30 


1 

, 

... 

Total 

C.453 


1,0G0 

210 




1 

1 
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EEVIEWBrsEcriONS, This In-ancli of trade is gradually dying out. Forapay- 
PACHBADRA- mcut of three pies a maund, the Department despatches salt 
under the through traffic system as expeditiously and more 
cheaply than mercantile agency. The one despatch of 210 
maunds cleared during the past year was sent to the station of 
Marwar-Pali to a Banjara, who thus saved the time which would 
have been taken in travelling with bullocks to Pachhadra and 
hack, a distance of about 140 miles. 


Dcstinalion of salt re* 
moved by road. 


The next statement^ shows the q^uantities of salt removed 
by road from the Source during the past four years : — 


Ciisrfo o 


Areas. 

1894-95. 

1895.90. 

1890-97. 

1897-98. 


Mds. 

lids. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Centra! Provinces ... ... ... 

1,42,759 

01,791 

03,879 

01,001 

Bliopal Stale ... ... 

20,712 

23,430 

23,842 

13,079 

JlejTvar „ 

5,255 

8,809 

0,232 

2,183 

Marwar „ 

125 

... 


• 1 * 

Scrohi „ 

49 

80 

614 

... 

Total 

1,08,900 

94,170 

94,407 

70,823 


wlin 1 CA « 1 1 11 ^1 * removed by Banjara carriers, 
who use only pack bullocks as a means of carriage. 

thnf’fliofnp'^rt'^ l>ecn remarked in previous annual reports 

railways were likely to result in 
totrSrof?^^® The railway now carries salt 

rW ° 1 ^ fraction of the time occupied by 

MeTi; k li' llf • 1 it is hSt littk 

nst vear R hnw f ^Jetter condition. The clearances of the > 
tint rirenVpr i^ this trade, and it is probable 

extent T?nn£ "issiease will occur in the future. To some 
as instead of vLv^ “^^pting themselves to changed conditions, 
they nu^hase the *Rmi*r^ Source and buying salt at first hand, 

rticlitlcy desire to ais»„tSSy„'aT‘ 

cntirely^aiffi if he depended upon 

Ahaniara is a innrie to make them more accurate, 

fnid a nSfitahffi wherever he can 

consignment* to the fn ?t; and he consequently hooks his 

a large proportion of ^‘'15"- It is for this reason that 

Central Svinces SoS^ pnerally hooked to the 

destination hut T reach its nominal 

of in Meywarand the greater part of it is disposed 

thatStafe ‘^^tintry to the southward of 

ar«:ufl«aa,l *)9 nu.p -T^n 

a ttroogh durinc tlie'^^e^ Statement shows the receipts and expen- 

auiing the ye.ar under report in connection avith the 
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cliargc of tLree pies a niaund on all salt sold under tlic through 
traffic system at the Pachhadra source : — • 


Receipts. 


Particnlars. 


MiscclUncouB 
c li a r ff c B on 
3,47,764 Mds. 
of Bait at threo 
pics per Md. 

Debit balance „. 


Amoant. 


Total. 


Es. R. p. Rs. a. p. 
5,433 12 G 6,433 13 G 


C,61V 10 


Total 


11,931 7 


Expenditore. 


Particulars. 

Amount. 

Total. 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 0 . p. 

Cost o£ catting* £ 

).9G1 6 1 £ 

1,904 6 1 

loading, &.c. of -- 



tliroacb i r a (B c 



salt 3,32,144 Mds. 



at Rs. 3 per cent. 



Pay of tnarlccr ... 

82 8 0 


1 Ochre 

2 12 4 


Oil for e’eaning 

10 2 8 


machines, sealing 



wagnns, &c. 



Security tukcU 

26 0 0 


Twine ••• 

2 0 0 


Stool for tarpBU- 

16 0 


litif. 



Repairing weigh- 

2 6 10 j 


ing machines. 



Eartiien pots ... 

17 0 


Stencil plates .. i 

3 0 3 


^larking ink* &c.. 

23 0 7 


Dasters, S.c 

1 13 3 


Shelter for filling 

4 4 3 


salt. 



Coat of 12 tarpau- 

332 4 0 


lin8« 



Scaling wax 

12 5 0 


Cleaning godown 

10 0 


Cost of construe- 

1,469 14 0 

1,997 2 

tion of godown 


- 

for tradoto’ bags. 



8 Total 


|ll,951 7 


frhrv fharfre is made to meet tue COS! 01 -ua. — - - , 

pu^ctedlortrFO^ ^fodown Bms‘con- 

flic. Tin st four vears : — ■ 


Tear. 


“O A 


o • 

cJ 

*& 

- « «s 

.O 

o 

Isli 

rt 

^ eS 
o o 

•3s.il 

o 

1 ^ Cs o «. 

1 “?'S 

' 

o 

* c .5 ® 

:g o 

MS 

g*« 

e ® 

C CO 

s i: o o 

<£ S 

J_iL 

- 

a'' 


o >> 


1894- 93 

1895- 90 
1896 97 
1897-93 


Mds, ,, 

_CJ, 838 11.09,214 


1,93,558' 7,10.1S: 


2>5’,G29'. 7,22.70.5, 
3,01,292 190,718; 




JIds. I 

10, H, 370 
9,03,743 
10,18,391 
8,G1,010 


Mds. i 
S,30,S1S 
6,97,114 
C. 13.102 
6.91,827j 


Mds 1 
11,000 
11,000 
11,000 
11,000 


Mds. , 
S,50,«1S, 
C, 08,114' 
C 64.102 
C.06,827i 


StocT.-, innaafactnee. Bad 

iticci. 


lids. 
12'3.558 
2,96, 029 
?,G12i2 
2, 55, 183 
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REVIEW BY SECriOKS. 
PACHBADEA. 


Efinllj of clfaranro of 
heaps. 


EKPOr.T ON THE ADMINISTRATION OP THE NORTHERN INDI.A 

Tlie additions to stock comprise, (1) tlie quantity of salt 
manufactured and stored during- the year, and (2) excesses 
discovered in heaps cleared by trade. The figures of the past 
year are below those of the three previous yearly periods, and 
the balance of stock in hand appears small. But it is sufficient 
for the needs of the Source, salt is always obtainable from the 
pits, and fresh salt is of more value in the markets than that 
which has been kept in store in open heaps and exposed to the 
vicissitudes of the weather. The supjdy at this Source is so 
certain that our object is to keep as small a stock as the demand 
will allow in order to issue salt in as fresh a state as practicable. 

The result of clearances of heaps of salt sold during the 
year was as follows : — 

Stnunds, 

Qti&BUty ns 5,18^786 

Actual outlarn ••• ••• 5^09,515 

Paid for nt time of estimation, being 25 per cent, less than estimate 4,15,029 
BaUncd paid for on clearance *»• ... 1,54,486 

Total quantity 5,69,515 

Quantities of salt when first manufactured are estimated by 
cubical measurement of heaps put up, and final paj^ments for ex- 
cesses discovered are made as soon as these are cleared by trade. 
In this manner the manufacturers receive payment for every 
maund of salt disposed of by the Department. The following 
figures show the sums paid to these men during the past four 
years for salt produced by them; — 





Rs. 

1894.f15 


... 

... 81,245 

1895-90 

*«• 

*.* 

44,380 

189(3.&7 



... 44,870 

1897-98 

• •• 


30,977 


Payments vary with trade demands. The demand during 
1894-95 Avas abnormal in consequence of the high price of Sam-; 
hhar salt. The figures of the past year are lower than those 
of 189G-97 and 189.5-9G, Giving to a smaller quantitj’- of salt 
having been kept in stock. This, though it resulted in smaller 
payments, ivill eventually benefit manufacturers, as by issuing 
salt in as fresh a state as possible, we are endeavouring to keep 
up the trade of the Source by meeting the wishes of consumers, 
and every- effort to this end is in the interests of manufactur- 
er.?. Tliey receive a fixed price of one anna a maund for the 
salt they snjjply, and their profits depend entirely upoii the 
state of the trade. 

The manufacture of salt at Pachbadra is not affected by 
climatic ebanges in tbc same way as at the Sanibliar Lake, but 
a certain quantity of rain ivell distributed is needed for the 
renovation of the brine springs and the dilution of the concen- 
trated brine in the salt pits. The fall of the past year occur- 
red as follows : — 


April 1897 



Indies. 

... 0 5 

June ,t ... 



•t. 0*2 

Jnly 



... 7*99 

August 


•*. 

... 2 82 

Scpti'jober., ,,, 



... 1*S/ 

Oclob^’f n * ••• 


... 

••• 0*35 

FeUaary 169$ 

... 

... 

... 0*26 



Total 

... 13-3G 


The heat at the beginning cf (lie year was intense. The 
higlicst temperatures in the shade recorded vere 114° in April 
110° ill Slay, and 122° in June j897. Doivn to the 20tb July 
1897 there ivas practically no rain. A fall of 4-27 inches then 
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occurred, and by the end of that month the monsoon was prac- 
^cally over iu the desert country in which the Source is situ.ate. 
Only light showers fell during August and Septemher 1897, 
and miicli of the honefit of the fall of July tvos lost owing to 
the evaporation which occurred in consequence of the heat of 
those months. For these reasons, while salt formed in large 
quantities in the pits, it was small in grain owing to its being 
precipitated too rapidly. 

There was no difficulty in obtaining all the salt w’hich was 
required for issue. For the reasons which I have given, it was 
somewhat small in grain, but it was white, lustrous and clean, 
and the trade was quite satisfied with its quality. Great atten- 
tioii continued to be paid to the production of good salt by in- 
ducing manufacturers to clean and set their pits properly, and 
Paclibadra salt is now of high quality. It would be in large 
demand, and would occupj' a much stronger position in the mar- 
ket than it does at present, if the Source were not so distant 
from areas of consumption. 

The salt pits of the source were carefully examined during 
the past year, and it was found that 153 had fallen into a state 
of entire disrepair. They have been accordingly struck out 
of our register of working pits, until the owners arc prepared 
to put them iu order. 

There are now 265 salt pits on our register as being in work- 
ing condition. During the past year salt was extracted from 50 
of these and the outturn, as estimated by the cubical measure- 
ment of heaps, amounted to about 3-|- lakhs of maunds. Adding 
1|- lakhs of maunds to this quantity, as the sum of the probable 
excesses which will be found on clearance of tbe heaps of salt, 
the total outturn may be taken at 5 lakhs of maunds, giving an 
average yield of 10,000 maunds from each pit. 

Our reserve supply of salt lay in 215 pits and these are 
estimated to contain at least 15 lakhs of maunds. Adding 
the stock balance of 2|- lakhs of maunds to this quantity, we 
had, when the past year closed, a total stock of not less than 
17^ lakhs of maunds available at the Source ; a quantity large 
enough to meet any demand likely to arise. 

54. The Luni salt tract forms part of the Pachbadra Divi- 
sion. There was no change in the strength of the establish- 
ment posted on the Luni river, and the important deposits of 
salt which form in the Luni and the channels of its delta were 
efficiently guarded during the year. The crops of the country 
at the head of the Bunn of Cutch were abundant, the people 
were prosperous, and only two persons had to be arrested 
during the year for attempting to remove spontaneous salt. 

Free salt was issued as usual to the inhabitants of 39 
villages of the Luni delta. Maunds 6,074-22 were issued 
to 40^497 persons at the rate of six seers each. The salt was 
of good quality, and was obtained from the large spontaneous 
deposits in the channels of the delta of the river. 

55. In the beginning of the year under review, I submitted 
proposals to Government for the final abandonment of the 
Falodi Salt Source and the removal of the establishment posted 
there. I proposed to make over the stock of salt in store at 
Falodi to the Jodhpur Darbar on the following terms ; 

(1) The stock of salt as shown in the books of this 
Department to be taken over by the Durbar and 
guarded by Raj officials. 
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BEVliwBTSBCTlOSS. 

PACHBADEA. 


Condition of pitii. Chn- 
xacter of cnit itnd fa* 
tnre pr(rtpcct«. 




Est.i!)Ii«Iiniont in tho 
Laiii Salt Tract. 


Free «alt ID inliabiUnU 
ol tlie Luni Salt Tract. 


FALODI- 

Cl'rore ot Falodi Salt 
Source. 



BEFORT OK THE ABMIKXSTBATIOK OF THE KOBTHERK IKDFA 


BEVIEWBrSECTIONS. 

FALODI. 


Stoeli fcdiMBCK 


(2) Sales from this stock to be etFected through the 

agency of the Darbar, and all salt so sold to be 
debited against the quantity of duty-free salt deli- 
verable under Article XII of the Jodhpur Treaty. 

(3) The cost price of salt thus sold to be paid to this 

Department at the rate of one and-a-half annas a 
British maund. 

(4) Accounts of sales to be furnished six-monthly by the 

Darbar, and the necessary adjustment in connection 
Tvith the payment to this Department of the price 
of salt sold, to be made six-monthly at either the 
Sambhar, ^chbadra, or Didumna Treasury. 

(5) Should excesses over the registered stock occur in 

any of the heaps of salt now existing, the cost 
price of the salt composing such excesses to be 
paid to this Department, at the rate of one and-a- 
half annas a British maund, and the manufacturers 
to be paid by the Darbar, on account fiunished; 
by this Department, the value to them of such 
excess salt at the rate of one anna and three pies 
a British maund, this Department being debited 
with ‘such payments to manufacturers. 

The Government of India sanctioned these proposals in 
Finance and Commerce Department letter Xo. 3085S.]i., dated 
16th of July 1897, and the Darbar having acceded to the terms, 
the salt in stock at Falodi was delivered to an authorized Raj 
official and the establishment was withdrawn from the Source,, 
with effect from the Ist October 1897. 


Statistical information for the first six months of the year, 
during which the salt at the Source remained in the charge of 
this Department is submitted below. 


Stoch Account. 


Balance of stock on Ist Aprill897, 
Sales daring the six months . 


Balance of stock on 30th September 1897 


Eccclpts — 


Jleceiptt and ehargci. 


Sale price of 3,G3Ii mannds of salt at 3 annas a tnannd ... 
hlisccllaneons items of rerenne ... ... 


Total, tccclpU 


Mds. 

... 00,330 
... 8,035 

... 80,701 


Be, 

082 

16 - 

098 


Charges— 

Salaries of EftabliiliuiontJ 
Contingent oxpendltnrc 


Be. 
... 777 

... ... 238 

Total, charges 1,015 


Boss on transaction of the half year 


Its. 

317 


The qnantity of salt made over to tlie Darbar on the 1st 
of October 1897 was maunds 86,701, the balance wiiicli I have 
shown was in band when departmental transactions closed on 
tbc oOtb of September 1897. 

The Darb.ar have informed me fliat tbc sales effected by 
the Raj officials during the half year which ended on the .31st 
of March 1898, amounted to maunds 4,284, leaving a balance 
of maunds 82,417 of registered stock in Iiand. The value, 
Rupees 401-10-0, of the salt sold hy tlic Darbar, at the rate 
cf one and-n-half annas a British maund, was duly paid into 
the Pachbadra Treasnry during May 1898. 
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The entire sales of the year hy this Department and hy the 
Darbar amounted to only 7,919 matinds, compared with 15,000 
raaunds during 1896-97 and 10,591 maunds during 1895-9G. I 
believe that the decrease is owing to the comiietitiou of Pach- 
hadra salt, a quality superior to the produce of Falodi, which 
issues duty-free to the Darhar for consumption in the State. 

56. In Article XI of the Salt Agreement with the Jlarwar 
Darhar, it is provided tliat in the event of the total realizations 
fr^ra the sale of salt at the salt sources of Didwana, Pachbadra, 
and Falodi exceeding in any jmar the total charges iiroperly 
dehitahle against them, one-half of the excess shall be paid to 
the Darhar. I therefore place the following summary on 
record, which shows the financial results during the year under 
report of the lease of the sources I have named 


REVIEW BY SECTIONS. 
EALODI. i 


EAJPUTANA SALT 
SOURCE. 

Sommiry of lesnU for the 
year of lo.tso of the llij. 
pnttinit Salt sources. 


Receipts. 

By Ea?o of maunds 2,78,403 of.satt at Didwana 
Ditto „ 6,94,827 ditto Paclibadra 

Ditto „ S,C35 ditto Falodi 


Hr. 

17,100 

65.7C5 

GS2 


Total „ 8 7GjBC3 ... 

Charges. 

C Didwana ... 

To fixed and contingent charges ^ Pachbadra 
escloding treaty payments. Falodi 

Liabilities under Article VI of the Agreement 

Ditto ditto X ditto ... 


73,8i7 


3C,830 

3,00,476 

3,015 

3.70.000 

1.25.000 


Total ... 0,39,321 


Net debitable balance 


6,05,474 


The expenditure dehitahle to the sources exceeded the 
total realizations hy Es. 5,65,474. 

57. The following is the usual statement for all of the Salt ^^icoVipmucdf’"'''''''^ 
sources in Edjpuhlna, the expenditure reckoned against selling 
price, under the system laid down in Besolution No. 326, dated 
the 17th of January 1882 of the Department of Finance and 3 

Commerce, and the total realizations from the 1st of April 
1882 to the 31st of March 1898 : — 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

C 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Naino o£ 
SourcOs 

Manufacture, storage, 
and supervision. 

rs 

ii 

cj rt 

t) «a 

S « 

O O 
“ >. 

® ?L 

EP'sSc 

^ ^ .2 V 

“"S’ § *H c 
.S S to c t 
:= 2 «* § tc 
ii -s ® 

a. C p a . 
5 o fs rt « 

p 

• 

*s 

o 

£ o 5 e! 

o« 
di ^ tc c 

^ w w 

Z s 

5 s'I'S i 

6 

o O 

C- V. 

Ai «. 

•iS S S. 

o, 

“ O 5 . 

E « o i 
gsti- 

-4 

'o 

c: 

a 

c 

*« 

o 

£-» 

■Si 

CJ 

e: » n 

V c. 

*• £ g) 

2 S 

p.3 *» 

.s ^ 

^ o 

|.sS 

Eh 

it 

o 

’m 

da 

o • 

^*3 

«/ ... 

< 

£. 

•) 

A. , 

o 

c 

c B 

w 


Its, 

Et. 

Es. 

Es. 

Maunds. 

Jjs, © p. 

Maunds. 

Es. 

Es. B. p 

lU. a. p. 

Sambhar 

31,82,940 

91,30,400 

4,55,27.1 

1,27,08.018 

0,38,00,359 

0 3 2*32 

0,00,30,598 

1,50,40,071 

0 4 1'53 

+ 0 0 11-14 


1,81,172 




00,18,137 

0 2 7-CS 

00,74,429 

C»7,6I9; 

0 1 7-81 



nG2,230 

12,31,178 

1,00,407 


9S.51,'3J1 

0 3 2-99 

35.0G»41S 

11,1.3,«82; 



Vrvindi 

'22,497 

47.235 


09,732 


0 2 1130 

3,14,02? 

44.811 

0 2 3'OG 

—0 0 c 

Lnni 




1.C15; 

7 4 8'Cl 

1,015 

350 


-7 1 2-71 

Total, Marwar, 

8,09,899 

21,98,101 

1,00,407 

31,74,470 

1,08.72,7431 


1,59,87,151 

3730,00lj 

s 

0 1 2CG 

Total 

40,52,814 

1,13,28,504 

5,01,080 

1,59,13,088 

S,07,39,102j 

0 3 191 

7,00,17,749 

1.74,2G,972j 

0 3 7-07 

+ 0 0 6-70 


(1) In Oio case of Sanibbar.^IiDtomltrc-Vyri} taenia for <I.p firs', cphtyc.n at ihe talc of Bs. .5.50, per annnm pins 

tbo amount of ro\ alty actnally paid, and Ibc amount for ttich of the remaining nglit yean, of ibc ratcabic «haro 
calcolaled on Bales of tbo fixed num of Br. 5,00,009 now cbargriblc against tlio wiling price for the whole of lie 
BSinu'tana sonrccs under tbo orders of Gorernmeut convoyed in letter Xo. 5141, d.a(cd 22nd XoTcml«r 1890. 

(2) In tbo caUs of Didivana and Paclibadra. the ratcsllo share for tbo first eight years cslcniated on sale* of tbo sun of 

Its. 3 70 000 cbargeable against selling price nndcr tbo orders of OorcrEBi,.nt conveyed in letter Xo. 2051, dated 
9lb July. 3884, and rato-ablo shares for tbo remaining tight years of the fiic-J sata of Its. 5,CO.OOO alMfc roferted 

(3) In the case of Falodi and Lnni, the rents P.*. C.OOO fixed by the Jodhpur .Salt Agreement for the fi.-st I'ght jrars, and 

in tbo case of Falodi, for tbo remaining eight years, the rateable share of tic tuta of B<. 5,00,009. Xo talcs 
aro jiow wade from the Itual* 
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eetiew BY SECTIONS. For tlic period of sixteen years to wliicTi tlic taWe relates, 
P.AJPUTANa SAIT the average cost of salt produced at the Samhhar Lake, after 

SOURCES- allowing- for all charges, amounted to three annas 2-39 pies 

a maund, it was sold at an average price of four annas 1-53 
pies a maund, and a profit accrued of 11-14 pies a maund. 

At the other salt sources combined, the average cost of the 
salt produced was three annas and -12 of a pie a maund, the 
average rate of sale was one anna and 9-46 pies a maund, 
and a loss occurred of one anna and 2-G6 pies a maund. 


Expenditure to te re- 
couped from price and 
the total price realized. 


Taking all of the salt sources together, maunds 8,07,39,102 
of salt were produced during the sixteen years at an average 
cost of three annas 1-91 pies a maund, maunds 7,66,17,749 
were sold at an average price of three annas 7*67 pies a 
maund, and a profit w-as realized of 5-76 pies a maund. 

The net profit for the entire period amounts to Rs. 
14,83,884, or Rs. 92,742 per annum. 


58. Finally, the next statement shows, for all of the 
Rdjputdna salt sources, the total expenditure which must he 
recouped from selling price, and the total realizations on 
account of sale price, from 1870-71 (the year in which the 
Samhhar Lake was leased) to the close of 1897-98. The 
treaty and royalty payments included in the total charges 
shown in the third column of the statement, have been cal- 
culated in the manner indicated by the notes at the foot of 
the table in the preceding paragraph : — 


opening etoclc. 

Total charges. 

Total realizations. 

o 

s 

o 

s 

o 

'o 

® a 
^ Si 

w 

Valno of stock at 
tho avcnigo selling 
rate from Ist April 
1870 to close of 
the year. 

Excess of roalizations 
over charges. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

C 

7 

Mtiunds. 

ns. 

Rs. 

Maunds. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

19,73,0-14 

5,92,287 

7.78,082 

31,70,307 

19,81,479 

+ 1,80,395 

31,70,307 

11,80,747 

14,37,738 

32,05,272 

19,40,358 

+ 2,50,991 

32,05.272 

17.71,801 

23,20,122 

34,88,935 

21,94,570 

+ 5,48,321 

34,88,935 

23,72,031 

30,83,191 

42,82,742 

27,27,348 

+ 7.10,600 

42,82,742 

29,89,790 

37,84,370 

60,67,097 

32,38,380 

+ 7,94,580 

50,57,097 

35,91,405 

47,13,995 

60,52,887 

35,63,004 

+11,22,590 

50.52,857 

42,10.708 

65,80,051 

38,84,187 

23,43,055 

-+13,75,943 

38,84,187 

51,80,222 

09,57,295 

72,38,21] 

41,87,173 

-+17,77,073 

72,38,211 

02,92,371 

82,78,191 

88,82,808 

48,89 433 

-+19,85,820 

88,82,308 

73,31,252 

95,16,917 

60,61,885 

23 02,393 

-+21,84,005 

50,51,885 

83,99,820 

1,07,43,389 

5G,G5,77£ 

20,39,30! 

•+23,43,609 

50,05,770 

97,81,900 

1,21,38,003 

40,43, 71'1 

20,31,383 

•+23,50,097 

40,43,714 

1.10,05,202 

1,35,48,737 

60,22,095 

23,57,558 

■+24,83,476 

50,22,995 

1,24,30.610 

1,49.33.277 

88,11,927 

85,78,927 

-+2-1,90,701 

88,11,927 

1,35,74.147 

1,59,68,208 

30,70,270 

13,98,719 

+23,84,121 

30,70,270 

1,44 82,107 

1,05,43,990 

20,54,001 

10,90,147 

+20,01,829 

29,54,001 

1,57,99,028 

1,77.52,305 

50,55.901 

20,19,028 

+10,53,277 


1,70,30,233 

1,87,99,409 

59,18,393 

20,43,.388 

+17,09,230 

59,18,395 

1,83,23,291 

1,98,80,090 

87,62,220 

29,43,392 

+15,03,099 

87,52,220 

1,95,42,302 

2,09,80,918 

C7,84;3-13 

22,23,0D2 

•+14,88,550 

07,81,313 

2,03,53,097 

2,20,75,111 

83,56,101 

20,05,383 

+ 17,22,014 

83,55,101 

2,11,87,305 

2,29,01,788 

73.89,564 

22,84,219 

+18,21.428 

73,89,G5J 

2,17,73.(M7 

2,39,37,50-1 

13.97.453 

4,17,502 

+ 21,04,457 

13,97,451 

2,25.35,798 

2,50,74,837 

2030,313 

0,18,234 

+25,39,039 

20.80.31! 

2,31,14.330 

2,03,18,324 

53,74,823 

15,73,533 

+29,03,CCS 

53,74,823 

2,42,23,827 

2,78,48,208 

71,40,037 

20,00.609 

+31,21,441 

71,40,037 

2,60,1G”91 

234.33,158 

05,93,927 

18.85,108 

+84,17.807 

05,93,927 

2,67,24,091 


41,21,353 

11,00,858 

+38,40,681 


Year. 


1870- 71 , 

1871- 72 . 

1872- 73 , 

1873- 7-t , 

1874- 75 , 
1S75-7G 
1870-77 . 

1877- 78 

1878- 73 
1873-80 
1880-81 
1881-82 

1882- 83 

1883- 84 

1884- 85 
38ED-8G , 
188n-87 
1887-88 
1883-89 
1689-90 

1890- 91 

1891- 92 

1892- 93 , 
1693-91 
1894-95 
389S-9G 
1890-97 
1897-98 


a. 


Re. 

-f21,G7,874 

-921,97,849 

-927,42,897 

-f34,37,908 

-940,32,972 

-f4G,7G,2G4 

-987,18,998 

-969.G4,2-JG 

-908,76,253 

-949,80,458 

-949,82,878 

-943,88,030' 

-948,-11,033 

-900,76,088’ 

-937,82,810 

-931,51,970 

-939,73,908 

1-938,12,024 

-945,00,791 

-930,02,648 

-943.87,397 

+41,08,042 

+26,82.019 

+ 31,57,293 

++1,77.50,3 

+61,01,010 

+58,02,075 

+50,07,489 


The receipts for the entire period of twenty eight years amount 
toRs. 2,95,6.5,575, the expenditure to Rs. 2,57,24,994, and a profit 
is left of Rs. 38,40,581. Adding to this the money value 
Rs. 11,GG,8.58, of maunds 41,21,353 of saltin stockat the close of 
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the past year at the average selling price of the past twenty eiuht 
years, the gain in money and stock amounts to Rs. 50,07,439. 
But if the lease of the Samhhar Lake were terminated, 174- 
laklm of maunds of Samhhar salt, which wore received when 
ttie Lake was leased, would have to he returned to the Darhars. 
Deducting the present money value of this quantity of salt 
(Rs. 4,31,260 at four annas a maund), the net prohtat the close 
of the year under report amounted to Rs. 45,76,189, 

59. _ The Internal Branch of the Department extends over 
the Panjdh, the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, the Patna 
and Bhagalpur Divisions of the Province of Bengal, the district 
of Ajmere-Merwara in Rdjputana, and the city of Calcutta and 
its environs. The following statement shov s the gross realiza- 
tions, the fixed and contingent charges, and the net revenue of 
the branch for the past four years ; — 



Qroas realizations. 

ChorgeB, 


Tear. 

Excise 
duty ou 
salt. 

1 

Licenoc 

fees 

Fees re- 
alized on 
cloftrance 
: of sitta. 

1 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

Total. 

Fixed. 

Contin- 1 
gent 1 

Total. 

Net rev- 
enue. 


1 

Rs. 

B’l. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs 

Es. 

1 

1 Us. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

1804-95 

1,87,832 

02,073! 

4,920 

690 

2,05,421 

1,25,098 

! Sl.CDO 

1,60,758 

! +44,653 

1895-06 

1,80,064 

71,72'! 

5,058 

803 

2.57,809 

1,34,477 

33,231 

1,07,708 

+90,101 

1896-97 

1,81,629 

64,314 

4,573 

437 

2,50,953 

1,30,244 

35,40? 

1,65,711 

+85,212 

1 897-9S 

1,78,803 

67,079 

4,266 

189 

2,40,337 

1,29,377 

37,C98 

i 

1,67,075 

+73,262 


The gross realizations of the past year exceed those of 
1894-95 by Rs. 34,916, hut are less than those of 1895-96 and 
1896-97 by Rs. 17,472 and Rs. 10,616, respectively. Compared 
with ■'1896-97, the revenue of the year under review shows a 
decrease of Rs. 2,826 under excise duty on salt, of Rs. 7,235 
under license fees, and of Rs. 307 under the head of fees realized 
on clearance of sitta (impure salt). Full explanations in 
regard to these fluctuations will be given in succeeding para- 
graphs. There was a decrease also under miscellaneous 
collections, but the revenue under this head is so small that 
remarks do not seem to be called for. 

Fluctuations in the total charges of the branch were not 
large during the past four j-ears. Compared with 1896-97, 
there was a small increase of Rs, 1,364, which may be ex- 
plained as follows 

Under fixed charges there is a decrease of Rs. 867, owing 
to a smaller amount having been paid during the year on 
account of exchange compensation allowance. And contingent 
expenditure was larger by Rs. 2,231, owing to payments made 
to the subordinate establishment as compensation-for dearness 
of food grai} 7 , and to heavier expenditure in connection with 
the travelling allowance of officers. 

The net revenue of the branch decreased from Rs. 85,242 
during 1896-97 to Rs- 73,262 during the year under review, 
a difference of Rs. 11,980, due to a falling off in the revenue 
and to a slight increase in expenditure. 

60. The following statement shows the licenses isped 
for the manufacture of saline substances, and the fees realized, 
in the Internal Branch during the’past four years, n ith a 
•view to the protection of the salt revenue, the Department 

( 59 ) . 


review BYSECriOKS 
eajpuxana salt 
SOURCES. 


internal branch. 

Gr 09 s rcAlliatlor?, chargei, 
ttodnet ^c^ca^e 


Dccrett«o la receipt#. 


Decreve in fixed and la- 
CTCafo in contingent 
cl argrs explained. 


txsuct cfliccaici. 
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review BT SECTIONS. 
IK lERNAL BRANCH. 


Variation in nnmtor of 
liccnjco. 


supervises tlie manufacture of all of the substances named in 
the table : — 


Year. 

Saltpetre 

refineries. 

Crude salt- 
petre. 

1 

Khari. 

Sajji. 

1 Rossi. 

Total. 

Cl 

'A : 

tn 

U 

o 

B 

ao 

CJ 

o 

i ^ 

O 

: a 

p 

?!; 

tr 

e> 

U 

B 

P 

n 

o 

^ ! 

c 

M 

B 

JO 

en 

o 

CJ 

U, 

c 

U 

rO 

a 

p 

a 



Ks. 


Rs. 


.J 


Rs. 


Rs. 


Rs. 

1SD4-05 ... 

509 

28,337 

47,180 

20,105 

5,594' 

4,030 

1,244 

2,483 

219 

438 

64,80g' 

1 

02,073 

ISDS-Oa ... 

020 

30,888 

53,952 

j 

33,302 

0,080 

5,272 

809, 

1,738 

202 

624 

01,789 

71,724 

1800-97 ... 

627 

31,310 

’ 40,443 

27,500 

2,088 

3,710 

045 

1,290 

* 219 
1 

438 50,024 

04,314 

1897-98 ... 

672 

28,533 

j 39,308 

22,985 

4,410 

3,939 

690 

1.178 

222 

1 

444j45,lG8 

57,079 


Saltpetre refineries . — Compared Tvith 18yG-97, there 
was a decrease of 55 in the number of licenses issued for this 
important class of works during the past year. The follow- 
ing is a classification by provinces of the issues of the past two 
years : — 



1890-97. 

1897-98. 


Eo. 

No. 

Panjab ••• ••• 

... 42 

40 

Nortii* Western Provinces and Oudh 

... 104 

160 

Provinec of Bcbar ... ... 

... 408 

302 

City o£ Calcutta ... 

... IS 

14 

Total 

... 027 

672 


There was an increase of one license in the number issued 
for the city of Calcutta, but a decrease everywhere else. There 
was a falling off in the issues, of 2 in the Panjdb, of 8 in the 
North-Western Provinces and of 46 in Behar. The decrease 
in the number of these works wms owing to low prices 
and slack demand for saltpetre at Calcutta, and the 
matter will be fully dealt with in the nest three paragraphs. 
The circumstances under which the refineries at Calcutta work, 
differ from those w’hich obtain up country. The owmers have- 
not to lay out capital in arranging for supplies of crude 
saltpetre produced at Avidcly scattered localities, but merely 
purify imperfectly refined goods brought to Calcutta from 
Upper ludia. They could, therefore, afford to keep up their 
factories during an unfavourable year like the past, and wait 
for better times. 

Crude-saltpetre , — The number of licenses for the manu- 
facture of this substance which issued during the past year 
was 39,368, compared wdtli 46,445 during 1896-97, or a decrease 
of 7,077 licenses! Classified by provinces the issues w'crc as 
follows : — 


. 

1890-97. 

1897-93. 


No. 

No. 

ranjr»b 

1,303 

1,145 

JCcrtlfWfstem Provicccs and Oudh 

7>/ / 7 

0.394 

Proiinco cf^Pclar ... 

*.• 3/>SUij 

31,829 

Total 

... ■40,145 

39,308 


The manufacture of crude saltpetre was in a depressed con- 
dition throughout the past year. There was a decrease of 2 18 
licenses in the Panjdb, of 1,383 licenses in the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh, and of 5,476 licenses in Behar. 

( CO ) 
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months of the year, there was severe Review btsecxioks. 

saltpetre is INTERKAL BRaKcH. 

manufactured, and this rendered the nitrous soil of villages so 
poor m nitrate of potash that in a large number of cases ft was 
not profitable to work factories. The monsoon rainfall of 1897 
was sufficient, but the export trade in saltpetre at Calcutta was 
in a very depressed state and continued so to tlie close of the 
year. Prices of saltpetre fell to rates which were hardly re- 
munerative and demand was slack. Some refineries closed; those 
which remained open worked comparatively feebly, and this 
reacted upon the crude saltpetre industry to the extent des- 
cribed. 


Khavi . — This substance is an impure form of sulphate of 
soda. During the year there was an increase of 1,728 in the 
number of licenses which issued, 4,416 having been taken out 
compared with only 2,688 during 1896-97. The followino-’ 
table gives details of the issues in different areas : — ° 


NorHi-Westcrn Provinces and Oadii 
Province a£ Debar ... ... 


Total 


iaOG-D7. 1807-93. 
No. No. 

319 308 

... 2,3G9 4,108 

... 2,683 4,416 


There was very little difference in the mimhor of licenses 
which issued in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh during 
the two years. Factories worked in the Bulandshahr, Etah, 
Budaun, Mainpuri, Cawnpore, Fatehpur, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, 
Unao, and Hardoi districts. Manufacture was carried on during 
the first three months of the past year — flic hot season — , and 
the sulphate of soda efflorescence was so poor, owing to the 
great drought which prevailed, that the outturn was small. 
Great care has to be taken in the supervision of these works, 
owing to the presence of chloride of sodium in the efflorescence 
utilized in the manufacture. 

In Behar, there was an increase of 1,739 in the number of 
licenses issued, as compared with 1896-97. Manufacture is 
carried on by artificial heat, and this permitted of the utiliza- 
tion of the efflorescence which appeared in abundance after tlio 
monsoon rainfall of 1897, the increase in the number of factories 
being due to the reaction which resulted from favourable con- 
ditions after the comparative failure in manufacture during the 
drought of 1896-97, The Muzaffarpur district is the centre of 
this manufacture ; but it is also carried on largely in the Saran 
district, and to a less important extent in Cbamiiaran and Dar- 
bhanga. 

Khari (impure sulphate of soda) is used for curing hides, 
and the produce of the works licensed is widely distributed 
over Bengal and Northern India. 

This is an impure form of carbonate of soda pro- 
duced by artificial heat. It is largely exported to Lower Ben- 
gal, where it is used for washing clotJics and other purposes, 
and it is so easily manufactured that markets frequently 
become over-stocked. The Ghdzipur district is the centre of 
this industry, und it is also carried on in the Azamgarh, 
Benares, and Jaunpur districts. During the past four ye.nrs, 
there has been a steady decrease in the number of factories 
worked owing to slackness in the demand for Sajji. 

( 61 ). 
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BEVlEWBYSECnoKS. Sassi.~TMs is nnotlicr form of impure carbonate of soda, 
internal branch, jind is produced by solar heat. The number of factories -which ' 
worked during the past year did not materially differ from 
those which were licensed in 189G-97. This Industry is carried 
on during the hot season, and the drought which prevailed 
during the first three months of the year rendered efiBorescence 
poor and had a prejudicial effect upon manufactxire.’ Factories 
worked in the Gau'upore, Lucknow, Jhdnsi, and Jalaun districts. 


Oattorn of saltpetre re* 
fineries at work. 


61. The following st.atement gives details in connection 
with the working of saltpetre refineries during the past four 
years : — 


Tear. 

^ ??ainbor 
of refine* 
ricB. 1 

1 

! Qnantity 
of ernde salt- 
petre dissolv* 

1 cd. 

1 Qunntitjr of 
refined salt- 
petre pro- 
duced. 

1 

Total quan- 
tity of salt 
educed* 






Mils. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

1891-35 

«*« 

... 

... 

575 

1 

12,24,090 

1 

7,20,287 

1,14,534 

1695-99 

... 

... 

... 

Cll 

15,99,150 

9,28,199 

1,56,301 

189C-97 


... 


Col 

18,10,802 

10,23,092 

1,90,598 

1897-93 

... 

... 

i 

C22 

1 J2, 22,488 

7,08,738 

1,51,524 


The number of refineries fell from 651 during 1896-97 to 
622 during 1897-98, a decrease of 29 factories. Classified by 
provinces, the distribution of the factories which worked during 
the past two years stands as follows : — 



1890-97. 

1807-98. 


No. 

No. 

Panjdb ^ 

43 

40 

Korth-Westcni Provinces and Oudb 

... 107 

ICO 

Province of Brbar ... 

... 428 

409 

City of Calcutta ,,, 

... 13 

13 

Total 

... C51 

02S 


The number of working factories at Calcutta remained 
the same as in 1896-97, hut there was a decrease everywhere 
else ; of 3 in the Panjdb, of 7 in the North-'Western Provinces 
and Oudli, and of 19 in Bchar. This falling off was due to 
low prices and to a slack demand for saltpetre for export 
beyond sea from Calcutta. 

The figures in the table show how very greatly the industry 
was affected by the unfavourable conditions of the past ye.ar. 
Compared with 1896-97, there was a decrease of maunds 
0,88,314, equivalent to 32 per cent, in the quantity of crude 
saltpetre utilized ; and a decline of maunds 3,14,954, equal to 
30 per cent., in the amount of refined material produced. The 
percentage of refined Staltpctre produced on crude saltpetre 
dissolved, rose from 56-53 in 1896-97 to 57-97 during 1897-98. 

The qxiantity of s.alt produced fell from maunds 1,96,598 
in 1896-97 to maunds 1,51,524 during the year under review, 
or a decrease of 45,074 maunds, due of course to the contraction 
of refinery operations which occurred during the latter period. 
The percentage of salt educed on crude saltpetre dissolved 
rose from 10-85 per cent, during 1896-97 to 12-39 per cent, 
during the past year, which indicates a higher percentage of 
chloride of sodium iji the crude matcri'^ used, owing to the 
drought having brought salt to the surff if the soil in larger 
quantities than usual. ' 
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62 The following details show the working of refineries REVIEW BY 
during the past two years in the different provinces and at 
Calcntta : — refineries t 


"Panjal. 

Refineries at work ^ 

Crndc saltpetre dissolved m refineries 

Outturn of refined saltpotro 

lorc^UEe^of refined snltpetro produced on crude dissolved 
Percentage of Sitta educed on crude dissolved 

l^orlh-Western Provinces and Oudh. 


Kc. 

lids. 


169G-0/. 


1S97-9S. 


No. 

Mds. 


Refineries working ... 

Crude saltpotro dissolved 
Refined saltpetre produced ... ... — •• 

Salt educed ... " , j. *' 

Percentage of refined saltpotro on crude dissolved ... ... 

Percentage of Sitta on crude dissolved excluding erndo saltpetre in 

Sitta refineries ... .... — , •" . 

Quantity of Sitta produced on dissolving crude saltpetre in |itta 

refineries. ... ••• ••• 

Province of Behar, 

Refineries working ... ... 

Crude saltpetre dissolved 
Refined saltpetre produced 

Salt educed -. •••, ,. ,•••. 

Percentage of refined saltpetre on crude dissolved 

Percentage of salt 

Bengal (CaUuita), 

Refineries working ... 

Crude and Kutia saltpetre purified 
Refined saltpetre produced 

Salt, pure and impure educed 

Percentage of refi ned saltpetre obtained 
Porcontago of salt educed ... 


No. 

Mds. 


No. 

Mds. 


43 

2,50,248 
90,259 
C3,383 
30 00 
25-32 


107 
5,29,857 
2,01,934 
90,447 
49 43 

18-29 

13,133 


428 

7,12,301 

4,12,179 

21,909 

57-80 

3-03 


13 

3,18,330 
2,59,320 
31,903 
81’ 10 
10-02 


40 
1,70,370 
05,505 
■12,705 
38-43 
25-07 


ICO 
3,7 1 ,303 
1,80380 
09,307 
47-81 


18 38 
8,402 


409 

5,14,823 

3,21,185 

21,165 

02-97 

4-11 


13 

1,59,992 
1,28,008 
18,297 
80 33 
11- H 


Durine: the past year there w<as a general decline in 
the industry for the reason which I have already given, low 
prices and slack demand. 

Rf? The following statements contain information in 
regard to the trade in saltpetre of the city of Calcutta dur- 
ing the past four years:-— 


Bv East Indian Railway 

Eastern Bengal State Railway 
Z Boat 

„ Inland steamer ... 

„ Sea 

Total 


Imports. 


Imports into and export 
from Calcutta of refined 
saltpetre. 


Bv F.ost Indian Railway — 

„ Eastern Bengal State Railway 
„ Boat 

„ Inland steamer ... 

„ Sea 


1894-95. 

1895-90. 

1890-97. 

1697-93. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

5,02,077 

7,33,107 

8,03,140 

5,90,935 

7 

'’’C70 

1.320 

1,741 

“g32 

2,425 

313 

l’,024 

975 

5,05,803 

7,30,477 

8,04,170 

6,91,917 

Exports. 

1894-95. 

1895-90. 

1890-97. 

1897-93. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

7.905 

2,034 

4,084 

814 

4,79.812 

4,897 

1,701 

1,181 

001 

5,72.007 

8,041 

2,505 

2,531 

095 

7,25,835 

10,903 

1.017 

920 

937 

5,09,383 

4,91,739 

5,81,113 

7,40,300 

5,83,201 



P.nPORT ON THE AD3IIN1STBATION OP THE NORTHERN INDIA 

P.EVIEW BY SECTIONS. Imports Tverc larger during the past year than in 1894-95, 

INTEEK4L BEAKCH. imt compared -with 1895-96 and 1896-97 a decrease appears of 
maunds 1,44,560 and mannds 2,12,253 respectively. 

The exports exceed the figures of 1894-95 and 1895-96, hut 
they Ti’ero heloiv those of 1896-97 by 1,57,099 mannds, a 
decline of 21 per cent. The figures of exports by sea show 
the extent to which the trade declined under a slackened de- 
mand from foreign markets. 


The next statement shows the territorial areas from which 
the saltpetre imported into Calcutta was obtained 



1894-90. 

1895-96. 

1890.97. 

1897-98. 


Mde. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

From Nortb-Wcatern PrOTincca and Ondh ... 

1,35,119 

2,54,405 

2,66,009 

1,74,978 

„ PanjSb ... ... ... 

50,995 

63,635 

70,350 

58,993 

„ Rajpntana and Central India 

1,635 

1,390 

1,303 

... 

II Frorince o£ Fchar ••• ••• 

3,70,254 

4,1G|G74 

4,70,880 

8,57,928 

)i Fcn^&l 

164 

... 

02 

13 

„ Bombay ... ... ... 

... 

313 

... 


ii ^kXudirAs td# ••• 

1,740 

... 

... 

... 

„ Foreign Forte ... ... ... 

' 1 

... 

•• 

... 

Total ... 

6,06,808 

7,30,477 

8,04,170 

6,91,917 


As usual, the greater part of the supply W'as received from 
the Province of Behar, the North-Western Provinces and Ondh 
come next in importance, and the Panjdb stands third. The 
position of each of these three areas indicates the degree in 
which climatic conditions are favourable to the growth of the 
nitrous ferments. It will be noticed that the figures of the 
past year show a general decline in the trade. 

The saltpetre industry is such an important one, and gives 
employment to so many thousands of the poorest classes in 
Behar and Northern India, that its depressed condition during 
the year is greatly to be regretted. 

'Htpoirc »i!i and G4. Tlic ncxt Statement shows the quantities of saltpetre 
sitta»td(a!t detrojed. Salt exci.scd, and of Salt and Sitta (impure salt) destroyed, in 
saltpetre refineries in the Internal Branch during the past four 
years :• — 





Sittn and salt destroyed* 



Ycftr. 

j 

Salt 

cici^cd. 

Sitta. 

Salt. 

Salt in 
bond. 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

189}.?3 
189.5-90 
18W! 97 
ISOT.fS 

••• •»• ••• 

65,133 

72,025 

72,052 

71,521 

02.900 

75.900 
98,241 
04,934 

12,991 

10,919 

05,003 

07,522 

28,104 

57,779 

69,794 

39,688 


Mannds 2,03,977 of purified and impure salt were dealt 
with during the past year, compared with maunds 2,36,796 in 
1896-97, or a decrease of maunds 32,819. 
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Compared -ndtli 1896-97, tliere -was a small decrease of REvies^bysecxious 
mannas 1,131 in the quantity of salt excised durino- the past INTERNAL BRANCH, 
year. Of the total quantity excised during the year, 116 
^aunds were taxed in the PanjMh, 37,708 inaunds in the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh, 20,215 raaunds in Behar and 
13,482 maunds at Calcutta, Of the salt excised at Calcutta, 
only 3,010 maunds were consumed in that city; 32,192 raaunds 
were exported under rawannas to the Burdwan district, 100 
maunds to the Hughli district, and 180 maunds to the Midnapur 
district. 

There was a decrease of 33,307 maunds in the quantity of 
flitta destroyed during the year, compared with lS96-!)7. I’liis 
was due to the contraction in the operations in refineries and the 
production of a smaller quantity of sitta. Of the total quan- 
tity of 64,934 maunds dealt within 1897-98, 37,584 raaunds 
were destroyed in the Panjilb, 8,254 maunds in the North-Wes- 
tern Provinces and Oudh, 8,097 maunds in Behar, and 10,999 
maunds in Calcutta. Tliere is practically no market for duty- 
paid saltpetre salt in the Panjah, and the demand elsewhere 
is limited. It is, therefore, not profitable to refine all the 
impure, salt which is produced. 

Compared with the figures of 1896-97, there is a small 
increase of 1,619 raaunds in the quantity of salt destroyed 
during the year. Of the total quantity, 54,982 maunds were 
destroyed in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, 1,569 
maunds in Behar, and 10,971 maunds in Calcutta. As already 
mentioned, there is only a limited market for taxed saltpetre 
salt, and the quantity which the saltpetre refiners chose to 
destroy shoAvs that the supply Avas in excess of the demand. 

The destruction of salt (both pure -and impure) does not 
affect the salt rcA'cnuc prejudicially. Ail tliat tlie interests 
of that rcAmnuc call for is that saltpetre salt shall not enter tho 
market except after payment of duty. Saltpetre refiners liaAm 
the option of either excising or of destroying their salt, and in 
disposing of their produce they arc infiuenced by market demand 
and prices obtainable. 

During the past year, a quantity of 8,547 maunds of sitta 
(impure salt) Avas passed out of saltpetre refineries in the p^r'^sci? 

Panjdb and the Avestern districts of the North-Western 
Provinces on payment of a fee of eight annas a maund. Com- 
parative issues were as folloAvs : — 


J^’orth^Vesiern Pjovinccs and OndU 
Puujdb 

Total 


1830.97. 

1S97-93, 

Mds. 

aids. 

3,191 

2,192 

.>>.957 

0.055 

9,151 

8,517 


There Avas a decrease in the North-Western Provinces, and 
a slight increase in' the Panjal). The total quantity cleared 
during the A'car Avas less than that which issued in lbJb-J( ny 

604 maunds. Sitta is used for industrial purposes. ■ It is 
largely employed in the hide-curing iiulustry and in salting 
goat skins for export to the Madras Prcsidcuej . 


65. The following is an account of refunds of salt duty 
allowed to the North-West Soap Company at Meerut on salt used 
in the manufacture of soap, and to the firm of Messrs. Scliroder 
Smidt and Company on salt utilized by them in Nieir fa«^o”es 
at Cawnporc and Dinapur, in salting hides and skins tor expor 
to Europe and America. 


Hcfondi tif defy fte r*-!t 
ojcd fcT »ndcf:ri»l 
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UETIEW BY SECTIONS. TIic following taWe gives particulars of the work of the 
INTERNAL BRANCH- North-Wcst Soap Companj-’s foctory at Meerut during the 


past four years : — 


Tear. 

1 

Quantity 
of soap 
produced. 

Salt consmned in tlio manufacture of soap. 

Refund of duty. 

Oponin" 
1) diinrc 
of salt. 

Qaantity 
of ?alt re*l 
ceived lu»| 
to store. 1 

Totil 
sloclc of 
salt. 

Quantity 
of salt 
ntilizcd. 

Closing 
UiUncc 
of salt. 

Quantity 
of salt* 

Amount of 
duty. 


3IGs. sr. 

Itds. sr. 

Mas. sr. 

Mds. 8r. 

Md?. sr.i 

1 

Mds. sr 

Mds. er. 

Ra. as. 

ISO 1-05 ... 

10,209 10 

71 23 

599 13 

G70 33 

070 3S 



645 so 

1,014 0 

J8P3-0G ... 

12,838 25 



770 7 

770 7 

770 7 



703 C 

1,912 14 

18SG-07 ... 

12,223 29 

••• 

9CC C 

9CG C 

829 2G 

ISO 20 

774 0 

1,933 0 

ISOi-OS ... 

12,G1G 8 

ISG 20i 

1 

75t 37 

891 17 S 

838 32 

52 254 

838 214 

2,090 5J 


Compared with 189G-S7, tlicrc was an increase during the 
past year of maunds 391 in the quantity of soap produced,' and 
of maunds 9 in the amount of salt utilized in the manufacture, 
'riic proportion of salt to soa]) amounted to 6*65 per cent, 
compared with G‘78 per cent, in 189G-97 and 5'99 per cent, 
during 1895-96. A refund of duty of Rs. 2,096 -was made 
during tlie year on 838 maunds of salt used in soap manufac- 
ture. These figure.s ai’o slightly in excess of those of 1896-97. 
The Company conformed cai-efully to all the Departmontal rules 
connected with the concession, and their arrangements for the 
safe custody of salt continued to he satisfactory. 

The following table shows the salt used in the hide factory 
belonging to Messrs. Schroder Smidt and Company at Cawnpore 
during the past two years : — 


Year. 

Salt consumed in ealting sl^ins and Indos* 

Refund of duty. 

Opening 
; balance of 
salt. 

Quantity 
of salt 
rcccircd. 

Total stocb 
of salt. 

Quantity 
of salt 
utilized. 

Clo*ing 

bal anco 
of salt. 

Quantity 
of salt. 

Amount 
of duty. 


Mds. sr. 

JIds. sr 

Md, sr. 

Mds. sr. 

Mds. sr. 

Mds. sr. cli. 

Rs. a, p. 

1890-97 ... 

... 

314 32J 

341 321 

330 01 

8 314 

335 0 12 

310 0 <> 

1897-98 ... 

8 314 

170 1 

178 324 

174 174 

2 0 

153 24 8 

389 0 0 


Further particulars relating to the work done in the fac- 
tory arc as follows : — 


Jlidcfi cured 

( Xnml cr 
"* 1 Weight 

... 

Mds. 

1890-97. 

17,783 

3,2(0-28 

Mds. 

1897-98. 

6,744 

1,493-28 

Skins cured 

( Xnml'cr ... 

*" i Weight 

... 

Mds. 

24,131 

73S-39 

Miis. 

33,221 

703-17 

Salt cfcd 

f In curing hides 
’** i Ditto skins 

•V 

Mds. 

I» 

203-2.0 

72.3S-12 

n 

•» 

131-7-8 

43-10-0 


Total quantity of salt nsed 

rf 

33G-O.I2 

>» 

17-4-17-8 

Arcngr f^uant 
talt 

It of r on each hide 

1 ditto skin 



cliUtatis 

D-47 

1-93 


cliUtaUs. 

9-00 

-83 


Owing to restrietions placed upon the import of hides by 
foreign countries in consequence of the existence of plague in 
India, and also in consequence of tlic revised import tariff of 
America, the Company’s trade in hides fell off considerably 
during the ye^r. Their trade in skins improved. The average. 
qunnfity of salt u.ced in curing hides was fnivly well raain- 
t:umd, but loss was n.scd for curing ,«kin8. Various kinds of 
sl.H'.s are manipira'cd in the factory. Some arc half cured 
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and dry, others are ra-sr, while they differ greatly in size, and EETIewbysectioss- 
the quantity of salt required for each description differs. INTERNAL brans H. 

The factory was frequently visited during- the year hy 
Departmental officers. Owing to an infringement of one of its 
conditions, I was compelled to withdraw the concessio for a 
short period, until the Company was prepared to conformstrictly 
to the rules to which they had agreed when the concession 
was granted. 


The Company availed itself during the year of the conces- 
sion granted to its hide factory at Dinapur. The following 
table shows the quantity of salt used for curing hides : — 



Salt ronautned in saliing akin and hides. 

Refund of duty. 

Tear. 

Opening 
balance ol 
sale. 

Quantity 
of Balt 
received. 

Total 
stocb of 
salt. 

Quantity 
of stock 
utilized. 1 

1 

Closing 1 
balance of 
salt. i 

Quantity 
of salt. 

Amount 
of duty. 

i 

Mds. 8 c. 

Mds. 8. 0 . 

irds a. c. 

ifds. 5. c. 

Mds. fl. c. 

Jfds. s. c. 

Ks. (1. p. 

isor-08 ... 

67 26 0 

Si 12 0 

tOl 38 0 

138 20 0 

3 18 0 

JSS 20 0 

300 4 0 


No skins were cured in this factory. Hides were salted 
during the monsoon, and particulars of the work done arc 
' given below : — 


Hides cared 


f Nnmtcr 
•" I. Weight 


... B,5S7 
Mds. 01 7 C 


Salt used in caring hides ... ... 

Arerago quantity of salt oied in curing each bido 


Jfds. 35S-20 

ChittaVs. 

... IS-IC 


66. The following statement, which !is inserted at the 
request of the Governnent of Bengal, shows the imports of 
salt into Bengal from all other provinces during the past four 


years :■ 




Into 

Into 

Into 

Tot.-iI. 



Calcutta. 

Ilchgal. 

Bchar. 



Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds, 

Mds. 


( 182403 

150 

410 

2,114 

2,689 


\ 1S93-9G 

2,1,03 

73 

.3,tS7 

5,753 

From North-Western Provinces and 
Oodh. 

) 3890-97 

C 1897-93 

45 

390 

3 

2S 

2,583 

0,331 

2,636 

6,809 


/■3891-93 

ss? 


63,433 

68,820 


S 1803-90 

490 


73.574 

79,0(0 

From Panjdb 

'5l89n-97 

CIO 


1,03.960 

1,01,570 

(.1897-93 

232 

... 

1,37,011 

1,37,213 


( 1591-93 
\ 1893-90 
■) 3890-97 



157 

157 

Trom Kajp^JtSna and Central India... 

... 

V.. 

'<h014 

’6,’oC4 

(1897-93 


... 

11,001 

14,091 


r 1894-93 

.»• 

6,002 


6,002 

From Central Provinces 

\ 1893-90 

MMt 

3,151 


3,156 

) 1890-97 


0,320 

337 

0,037 

(1897-93 


8,120 

... 

8,426 


S 35^3 05 

... 

... 

T,425 

T,420 

From Conihsy 

1 1890-97 

TVS 

... 

8 

b 


(1897-93 

... 

... 

... 



elS9<-93 





proco iTadfft* 

31595 90 

1 lS96-9r 

... 

2,6i',0£2 

... 

2.61.032 


(lfS97-93 


.3.68.137 

..4 

.3,63,137 


f 189193 

537 

5,418 

70,701 

76,659 

Total 

31893 90 

2,5*5? 

33129 

82.157 

S.M03 

) 1893-97 

GU 


1,12,954 

3.81,023 


(1897-93 

623 

3,70.591 

1,57,403 

6.31.610 
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REPOUT os the ADMISISTEATIOS op the NOETHEP.S INDIA 


EEVIEW BY SECTIONS. The salt taxed by this Department -n'as imported from the 
IKTEBRAL BHANCH. North-Wostern Pi'ovinccs and Oiulh, and from the PanjAb and 
PAjputdna. Only 622 raannds of such salt ivere imported 
into Calcutta and Lower Bengal, and this small quantity was 
probably intended for the consumption of residents of Northern 
India temporarily domiciled in Bengal. Maunds 1,57,403 
were imported into the Province of Behar •, the greater proportion 
being rock salt from the Panjdb mines. 


Eiporti from Ecngai to Tlic ncxt statcmcut sliows tlic cxports from Bengal to 
otborprcvioooa. other provinces.— 


r 


Impwti o! liH into Tie. 

txAf. 






From 

From 

From 

Total. 



- 


■ Calcutta. 

Ilcugal. 

Bcbar. 





Maunds. 

Mounds, 

Mannds. 

Mannds. 



/ 1894-03 


3,18 055 


4,948 

3,23,003 

Into North-Western Provinces 

\ 1S93-0G 


4,53,041 

• •• 

8,801 

4,02,503 

nnd OuiiJi. 


} 160C 07 


4,10,451 


6,283 

4,21,734 



(1897-98 

... 

3,22,000 

... 

6,193 

3,27,202 



f 1894-95 


60 

• St 

»»♦ 

60 

Into Panjib ... 

• •• 

) 1895-98 
j 1800-97 

... 

93 

C5 

... 


93 

05 



(1897 98 

... 

110 

... 

«•« 

110 



flSOtOS 



• •• 

• •• 

... 

Into aod 

Central 

) 1895-98 


,,, 

*•* 


... 

Jodla. 


) 1898-97 



••• 

••• 1 

. ... 


1 

(i897-ns 

... 

... 

... 

072 

072 

. 

j 

r 1894-95 


1,122 

1,138 

»•» 

2,200 

Into Central Provinces 


\ 1893-90 
} 1890-97 


"‘2IG 

280 

201 

9 

7 

289 

424 


1 

L 1897-98 


748 

078 1 

20 

1,447 



' 1804-95 


1 

>•* 


1 

Into Bomha^r 

!*• * 

< 

1 1895-90 
) 1890-97 
. 1897-98 

... 


»•! 

• k* 

... 



'1691-95 




4k. 

1 

1 

Into Modras ,,, 

> 

... ^ 

1 1895 90 

1 1890-97 

... 

... 

2 

k*. 

2 


( 

.1697-98 

... 

... 

l-I 


14 



'1894-93 





... 

Into Assam 

s 

... J 

1 1895-90 

1 1890-97 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


( 

.1897-98 

... 

... 

453 

... 

453 


/ 

1891-95 

... 

3,19,828 

1,138 

4,918 

3,25,014 

Total 

) 

1895-90 


4,53,734 

280 

8,870 

4,02,881 

••• < 

1890-97 

... 

4,10,732 

iJ03 

- 5,290 

5,891 

4,22,225 



1897-98 


3,22,802 

1,143 

3,29,898 


The large quantity of salt exported to the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh was for consumption in the eastern dis- 
tricts of that area. Imports into the Panjab were petty, 
probably table salt. The quantity sent into the EAjjnitdna 
.and Central India area was probably consigned to the south- 
eastern part of Central India, 


1 aking the Province of Behar alone, the following table 
sliows the quantities of salt imported into it from Calcutta dur- 
ing the past four years : — 


j 

1 

1891-Ou. 

1S95-9C. 

189G-I)7. 

1 

1897-98. 


Mannds. 

Mannds. 

Slaunds. 

Mannds. 

I’atna BlvUien 

DItuIou ^ *** 

17,1.5 CCl 
10,42,032 

17.11,995 

9,50,350 

17,21, CSS 
10,70,330 

10,50,711 

10,78,022 

Total 

27,53,293 

20,08,315 

27,98.018 

27,28,733 
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goofl) though there Avao RSVlEW by SECTIONS- 
a Blight lalling off as compared ivith ia9G-97. INTERNAL BSANCN. 

Imports into Behar from other markets were as shoum 
helow : — 




1894-95. 

1893- OG, 

189C-97. 

1897 98. 



Maunds. 

lUannds. 

ATaunds. 

Mannds. 

i’rom NorHi-Wcstorn Provinces and Ondh ... 

„ I'anjub 

Rdiputuna nnd Central India •„ 

„ Central Pro\ince5 ... 

„ Bombay 

2.114 

G8.433 

r.,C23 

157 

3,4S7 

78,574 

1,317 

1,425 

2,ns5 
1,03 900 
5,310 
G,0C1 
337 

S 

0,391 

1 . 37,011 

2,008 

14,001 

■ •1 


Total ... 

!rc.327 

81,604 

1,18,251 

1,59,301 


There oras an increase in the imports during the 3 'ear of 
salt taxed hy this Department, the larger proportion of the 
trade being in rock salt from the Panjdb Mines Division. 
Finally, the exports from Behar were as follows; — 


Into Norlli-'Wcstoi’n Provinces and Oudb from 
the PcltarWock of the Efl«t Indian PaU«ay. 

into Panjub from the Behar block of ‘tbe Bast 
Indian Itailaa). 

Into Bent'al from the Bebar block of the East 
dndian Bailnay. 

Into Bajputdna and Central India from tbo 
Bebar block of tbo East Indian JlMlway. 

Into Central Province's from tbo Bebar block 
of the East Indian Bailaay, 

Into Nepil from districts on the nottbern 
frontier of the Bebar Provinces. 

Total 

1894-95. 

1895-9G. 

180C 97. 

1897-98. 

Mntinds. 

4,948 

C,043 

1 40,837 

Maonds 

8,8G1 

•»* 

44,210 

9 

J, 7-1.671 

Hannds. 

6,233 

11,443 

7 

2,23,2DG 

MuniiGs. 

6,193 

1C, 043 

072 

20 

2,90,650 

1 C0,82S 

2.27,051 

2,40,029 

3,12,490 

The trade with Nepal shows a steady progressive increase. 

' G7, The following statement gives p,articnlar.5 for the past 
two years of the imports and exports of salt betivcen Thibet 
and ‘Nepal and British territory along the frontier of the 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh 


189C-97, 

1S97-9S. 

Imports. Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Alciora ••• ”■ 

G-itliWsI — . 

Kilnnp I’nss ntn 

Vililihit — — I" 

Klicri 

Eilirticli 

Oonila ... 

Eis'.i 

GovttVl.r'ir *“ 

Jfnnrd*. StsenGs, 

17 5'5C -3,313 

14,803 ' 

SSO , 

... j -3.79 i 

... 5,91 S 

t 34 .503 

... j 

1 1 J,S97 

j 10,139 

Hnhnds. 

I 

Maends. 

S,023 

G,2I4 

I1JD3 

ToUl 

i 

33,273 1 CO,S59 | 53,315 

71,776 


There w.'i.' hut little difference in the imports of tlie two 
years, hnt tiierc was an increase of 1 1 ,41G inauml.s in the exports 
ef tlu'f.ist year. Deducting imports from exports, the hiliiicc 
of trade for tlic J'ear under review in favour of British terri- 
jory amounted In r.8,230 rainnds, representing a money value 
of lvup-:os On, 575 oa account of excise dulv. 
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BEPOBT OK THE AEMIKISTEATIOK OF THE KOFTHERK IKEIA 


PRICES OF SALT. 
Pfjctj of salt In tbe prln- 
ctpftl tnarkcts to wh^ch 
tke opcrationB of thii 
Vcpartment extonJ- 


PEKAL ACTION OF 
THE DEPABTHENX. 

Arrti*.^, for breachcB of 
Via taU Ixwf, 


68. The following figures show the prices of salt during tho 
past two years in the principal markets of Northern India;— 




^ybolcsalc 

rate per 



nuuntl. 



1897. 

1898. 


Faiydt. 

Rs. a. p. 

Ra. a. p. 

f lAhoro ... ... ••• 

3 0 3 

3 19 

! AmriUar .*• .*«• ••• 

3 5 4 

3 5 4 


Ltitllimna ... ... ••• 

3 2 2 

3 3 2 

1 

MtiUan ... 

3 4 3 

3 4 3 

1 

Rftwnlplndi ••• •*. 

2 14 r 

2 14 7 

noct saU ... ... -{ 

Uniballa ••• .*• 

3 4 9 

3 2a 


Ferozepnr ... ••• 

3 3 2 

3 3 2 


Jnllundttr «.« ... m. 

3 13 

3 1 a 


Jhelum •«. ... 

2 13 8 

2 13 8 


Shdlipur ... ... 

3 13 

8 13 


Nortl-WtiUrn Ffctineet and Oadh, 



^ A^rfi 4** »«4 

3 3 0 

3 2 6 

1 

Cawnporo ... ... ... 

3 3 0 

3 5 0 


Allababftd ••• ... 

3 9 0 

3 8 0 


Rgdatcs ... ... ... 

3 8 0 

3 8 6 


XjQC)wflO\7 ... ... ... 

3 5 4 

3 7 0 


F^zftbad ... 

3 7 7 

3 10 0 


Barcitly ... ••• ... 

3 7 0 

3 0 0 

Meerut ... ... .. 

3 7 0 

3 0 0 


Fihar. 




... *»• •*. 

3 8 0 

3 9 0 


Samn (Cbnpra) ... ... 

4 2 0 

8 12 0 

Iiiverpool salt ... 

Muzafferpur ... ... ... 

3 8 3 

3 12 O 


Uhamparati (Motihari) •** ... 

3 8 0 

3 10 0 


1 Bnxar .« ... 

3 9 0 

*•« 


^ Darbbanga ... ... 

3 7 0 



Central Frfcincet, 



f Jntbulporo ... ... ... 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 


Xagpnr ... ... ... 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 

Bombay 'salt ... ... 

Sangor ... ... 

3 11 11 

3 11 11 


Kimar ... ... 

3 8 3 

8 11 a 


Hoshaugabad ... ... 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 


Panjdb. — The rates for this province have been taken from 
the Gazette of India. Practically, prices were the same 
during the two years. 

North-Western Provinces and Oudh. — Prices have heen. 
obtained from Departmental returns. Fluctuations have not 
been important, and rates have been fairly well maintained at 
a satisfactorily low level. 

Behar. —Here also rates have been obtained from Depart- 
mental returns. Prices have fluctuated slightly in accordance 
with the tone of the Calcutta salt market. 

Central Provinces. — Rates have been taken from tho 
Gazette of India. — Prices have been fairly steady. 

69. Appendix IV of this reports will show in full detail, by 
divisions, the number of persons arrested for offences against 
tho salt law, the number discharged by the Department after 
enquiry, the number prosecuted and the result of the prosecu- 
tions. An abstract is given below' of the figures of the appendix 
for the past two years : — 


Tear. 

Xamljcr 

arrested. 

Released by 
tlic llejnrt- 
meat. 

Sent up 
for trial. 

Acquitted. 

Conricted. 

Percent- 
ago ot 
comictions. 

irao.97 .„ 


1,507 

903 

512 

40 

480 

91-35 

1897-93 

«*• 

1,531 

1,021 

COO 

7 

480 

93 53 


Compared jvitli 1896-97, there was an increase during the 
past year of 17 in the number of persons arrested, and of 59 in 
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themimber discharged after departmental enquiry. There vas 
adecrcaso of 42 in the number of persons prosecuted, only seven 
persons iivere acquitted, and 486 jicrsons ivcre convicted durino" 
both years. The percentage of convictions on committals, 
8 ’58, is satisfactory. 

In the PanjAh Mines Division, 268 persons were arrested 
during the year, compared with 232 during 1896-97. No cases 
of_ importance occurred. There w^ere 192 cases at Khairabad 
railway station, opposite Attock, in which’ petty quantities of 
Kohat salt below one seer were found in the possession of rail- 
way passengers, who were of course not interfered with. Out 
of the total of 268 persons, only 34 were prosecuted. 

At the Sultdnpur Salt Works only one case occurred, in 
■which a labourer at one of the salt works attempted to remove a 
small quantity of salt. 

Cases at the Rajputdna Salt Sources -were as follows ; — There 
were 16 cases at Sambhar compared with 12 during 1896-97. In 
one case, three persons were seized with 28 seers of salt in their 
possession, and in another a man attempted to remove one maund 
and three seers of salt. In a third instance, a departmental 
peon was found to have removed hvo .and a half seers of salt from 
a heap which he was appointed to guard. Other cases were of 
a petty nature. There were no seizures at Didwana during the 
year. At Pachbadra there were only seven cases compared with 
52 during 1896-97, five persons were arrested in connection with 
thefts at the Pachbadra source and only two at the Luni salt 
'tract. All of the cases were petty. 

In the Internal Branch, 1,232 persons were arrested during 
the year, against 1,210 during 1896-97, but there was only a 
difference of one in the number of persons prosecuted during 
the two years. Considering that there was severe scarcity 
during the first three months of the ye«ar, the fact that offences 
against the salt law did not materially increase in number, is 
a proof of the adequacy of the measures of famine relief adopted 
by Government. In the Lower Division there was only ono 
case of importance, in which an attempt was made to smuggle 
22 maunds of saltpetre salt produced in the small Native State 
of Nawaimgar, into British territory. The salt was seized and 
the importers punished by the courts. In the Upper Division, 
there wjis an important seizure of 30 m.aunds of salt produced 
on a saltpetre factory in the Gurgaon district of the Panjiib, and 
the manufacturer of the salt was duly punished. Owing to the 
incrc.aso in the duty on Kohat salt, there was a recrudescence of 
illicit manufacture’ in the Dcra Ghazi Kh.an circle of this Divi- 
sion on the extensive s.alt tracts -west^ of the Indus in tho 
Rajanpur sub-division of the Dera Ghazi Khan district. One 
hundred and four persons were arrested for manufacturing earth 
salt illicitly, and 77 nwunds of such salt wore seized. I have 
strenf^thened the preventive establishment in that direction, and 
the steps whicli h.avc been taken will eficctivcly chock illicit 
practices. 

70. The next statement gives particulars in regard to per- 
sons released by the Department during the past two years 
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The licading of the table shows the reasons for release. A 
large number of persons arrested on the Indus Preventive Line 
were released for being in possession of less than one seer of 
Kohat salt. 

71. Appendix V .shows particulars of punishments inflicted 
by Criminal Courts in cases prosecuted to conviction, and the 
table below gives the same information in an abstract form for 
the past two years : — 


A’car, 

Kiinibcr 
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1 8 
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During the past jmar, punishments were slighly more leni- 
ent than during 1896-97, but they were sufficiently deterrent. 

72. The following statement gives particulars in regard to 
members of the Departmental Establishment who were punished 
for criminal offences during the year under review: — 


Division. 

Theft 01 
salt. 

Using 
criminal 
force to a 
uoman. 

House. 

trespass. 

House 
breaking 
by nigbt. 

I’onjilb Mines Division ... 

Sambhar ... ... ... ... 

Tacbbailra „. ... ... 

!»• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total 


1 

1 

1 


All of the persons punished were peons. In the case at the 
Sambhar Lake, a peon was found to have removed two and a half 
seers of salt from a heap u'hich he was appointed to guard, and he 
was sentenced to three months’ rigorous imprisonment. In the 
Pachbadra Division, a peon attempted criminal violence with a 
female labourer and was punished Avith si.v months’ rigorous 
imprisenment. The two men avIio committed crime in the 
Panjiib l&Iines Division were punished, Avith 20 stripes in the 
instance of liousc trespass, and Avith imprisonment for one year 
and ton months in the case of honse-breakin'g. 

73. The casualties amengthc estahlishnicnt of the Deiiart- 
ment Avill ho found in the table below : — 
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74. I ^-as in chai;ge of the Department during the whole om« 

of the year under review, 

75 Mr. Ashton officiated during the year as I^^P^ty Com- HoU 
missioner during Mr. Whitten’s absence on furlough , and he 
is still in charge of the office. 

T4. • •mnntsdblp to ovei'-estimatc tho value of the assistance 
^ It IS i'«Pf®75/;Ston during the year. His energy, 
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:Mr. Cash, A- - Qluizi Khan circle, and has done good 

intelligence JutK^ manufacture. 

- service m t‘' ■ - ^ j,j^ye had a most trying year 

m! account of the frontier disturbances, and tbe 
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r.ErOET OK THE ADJIIKISTRATIOK OF THE KOETUEEN INDIA 


ADKIKISTRATION 
PUEIKG TEE YEAR. 


f 


Dcjraty Commissioner of tlic (listrict speaks in tlie liigliest 
terms of tlicir capacitj' and devotion to duty. 

Botii they and their snhordinates disiilaycd conrage and 
zeal in the discharge of their duties, and the results were most 
successful. 

I am glad to say that Mr. McGowan has keen appointed 
Assistant Commissioner in charge of the Kohat Division since 
April 1st 1898 \ he well deserves the piromotion ; and the charge 
is certainly one which should he managed hy an Assistant 
Commissioner. 

This is the last administration report which I shall submit, 
as I retire from the Indian Civil Service in December. 

I liave now had permanent charge of the Commissionership 
of Northern India Salt Revenue for nearly eight years, and I 
had previously officiated three times in the apipointment. I 
liopc, therefore, that I may be permitted to place on record 
my tiianks to the officers of the Department for their loyal 
co-operation. As a body they are characterised by a very high 
sense of their duty to^Government, and by an honourable desire 
to keep uj) tlic credit of their service; and it is chiefly owing to 
tin's that I am able to say that I leave the Department in as 
efficient a condition as when I received charge of it. 


Officf. of the Commissioner, A. B. PATTERSON, 
Noutuern India Salt Revenue, Commissioner. 

SiMEA : 

The 28th August 1898. 
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ArPEKDIX 


Comparative return of rccci^j^s and charges of the Korlhern 



I. — Salt free eedt of Salt, 

(i,Bmihar ;;; 

{2)Did«™na 

(3)rncbb,ara r. 

(Oraiodi ;;; 

(5)ranjibMinc,.[Q-f'‘y ;;; 

1I.«— nxn«C(luty on f Quantity 
salt. ii.l)nty 

jll. — Kobat salt ( Q nan tUy 

IV. — Sharcof Mttndi ( Quantity ... 

salt duty. C^Juty 
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Snllanpur salt produce (llakimi 
cesf). 
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Intcml linincli. 
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Total ... 
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"tmdia l^all Revenue Dcjiarimenl for the year 1S97*93. 


Sfttnbliftr IaIcc. 
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Statement ehoviino the quantity of salt which luiiil cxeisa duty at the several Salt Sources, and the excise duly collected thereon from let April IR97 to 

31st March 1898. 
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APPENDIX Xo. lY. 

GompurctUvo return of the number of persons arrested, convicted, ^-e., for the pears 1S9G-97 and 1897-98. 



( Oa ) 


(e) Tlio pcrcontojjci ftro caUulfiteil on tbo number of jicreona sontup for triiil* !c«» those whose cascs nro jiendiug and those who have abecooded. 























APPENDIX V. , 

Cprnparcthve detatls of ptrso'iu imprisoned and fined for breach' of the Northern India Sedt lievemte Laxvs. 
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